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BC Commission expedites Caste
Census action plan preparations

Hyderabad: In the wake of the State government planning to hold the Caste Census in the State in July,
Telangana State Commission for Backward Classes has expedited the process of finalising methodology, modalities
and questionnaire for this purpose.On Monday, the commission held a meeting with experts, sociologists, caste
leaders, peoples’ organisations and NGOs to prepare the modalities to conduct the Census.According to Commis-
sion chairman Vakulabharanam Krishna Mohan Rao, the expert team suggested that the Census modalities should
include socio — economic, educational, employability, political and scientific aspects to make it authentic and error

free.

Secunderabad Division RPF seizes
drugs worth Rs 2.7 crore so far in 2024

Hyderabad: The Railway Protection Force (RPF), Secunderabad Division has achieved a significant milestone
in its ongoing efforts to combat transportation of narcotics through Indian Railway. T

his year until now, under ‘Operation Narcos’, as many as 1,084 kgs of narcotic substances worth Rs 2.7 crore
were seized in 37 incidents by the RPF personnel.During the same period, RPF officials arrested 36 persons on
charges of smuggling drugs, registering nearly 770 per cent in seizure quantity compared to the corresponding

month of previous year.

Modi Government 3.0 holds first Gabinet meet: clears
3 crore houses for poor under PM Awas Yojana

New Delhi, GNS
News Agency, June 10

The first Union Cabi-
net meeting of the ruling
NDA's third term on Mon-
day approved assistance
to construct three crore ru-
ral and urban houses un-
der the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana (PMAY).The
government has been
implementing Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana since
2015-16 to provide assis-
tance to the eligible rural
and urban households for
construction of houses with
basic amenities. Under

PMAY, atotal of 4.21 Crore
houses have been com-
pleted for the eligible poor
families under the housing
schemes in the last 10
years.All the houses con-
structed under PMAY are

provided with the other ba-
sic amenities such as
household toilets, LPG
connection, electricity con-
nection, functional house-
hold tap connection
through convergence with

Former JD(S) MP Prajwal
Revanna remanded in judicia
custoaly til June 24

GNS News Agency, June 10

A special court in Bengaluru remanded former JD(S)
MP Prajwal Revanna in 14-day judicial custody in the
first of three sexual assault cases against him on Mon-
day. He will be lodged in the Bengaluru Central Prison till
June 24.Earlier on Monday, the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) constituted by the Karnataka government pro-
duced Prajwal Revanna before the special court. The
SIT did not seek further custody in the first of the three
cases.

The SIT may later seek custody in the second case
of sexual assault against the former MP. Prajwal Revanna
has sought anticipatory bail in the two other cases and
the matter is being heard by a special court.The SIT had
taken custody of Prajwal Revanna for six days soon after
his arrival from Germany on May 31. The police remand
was extended by four days to June 10. On Saturday,
Prajwal Revanna was taken to Hassan district for mahazar
(crime scene mapping) by the SIT.Last Friday, Prajwal
Revanna’s mother Bhavani Revanna, accused of kid-
napping a woman allegedly sexually assaulted by her
son, was granted bail by the Karnataka High Court. Later,
she appeared before the investigating officials and was
questioned in connection with the case.The SIT case
against bail for Prajwal Revanna’s father and JD(S) MLA
H D Revanna in the rape victim kidnapping case has
also been adjourned till June 14, while H D Revanna’s
petition to cancel the case against him is slated to be
heard on June 21.

ABVP demands CBI probe,
calls inquiry led by National
Testing Agency chief unfair

GNS News Agency, June 10

The Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad, the RSS’s
student wing, on Monday demanded a CBI inquiry into
the marks inflation controversy over the National Eligibil-
ity-cum-Entrance Test for undergraduate medical admis-
sion.

“In the ongoing issue of NEET 2024 results, ques-
tions arise on the credibility of the NTA. ABVP leaders
are protesting nationally demanding a CBI probe into the
entire issue. The probe being conducted by the NTA (Na-
tional Testing Agency) chairman with a four-member
panel will not be accepted, as the needle of suspicion is
pointed towards the NTA. How funny it is that they are
carrying out a probel! It is not fair,” ABVP national general
secretary Yagyavalkya Shukla said in Gujarat’s Surat city,
where the organisation’s three-day national executive
meeting ended on Sunday.A controversy erupted as a
record number of candidates cleared NEET with full marks
after the NTA awarded compensatory extra marks for lost
exam time and a flaw in a question in physics.

other schemes of the Cen-
tral Government and state
governments."lt has been
decided in the Cabinet
meeting today to provide
assistance to 3 crore addi-
tional rural and urban

households for the con-
struction of houses, to meet
the housing requirements
arising out of the increase
in the number of eligible
families," Cabinet sources
said.

Plea in Supreme Court seeks
cancellation of NEET-UG 2024 exam

GNS News Agency, June 10

New Delhi: A PIL has been filed before the Supreme
Court seeking cancellation of the NEET-UG 2024
examination.The plea seeks directions for the constitu-
tion of a Special Investigation Team (SIT) to investigate
the “malpractices and fraud involved” in the NEET ex-
amination held on May 5 and a stay on counselling till the
investigations on the paper leak are completed.

The PIL filed by two members of an organisation
working for the assistance and benefit of the students
said that the news of the NEET exam paper leak has
shaken to the core as many of the meritorious students
lost the opportunity to become future medical
practitioners.“The petitioners are filing the present peti-
tion with the sole purpose of providing justice to the ag-
grieved students who with the support of their respective
family members had put in their entire time, hard-earned
money and energy along with the hard work and dedica-
tion in preparing for NEET Exam 2024 and have been
denied a level playing field,” it said.

The plea added that some students have secured
718 and 719 marks which are statically not possible and
the entire exercise conduct of the exam is without any

Pakistan PM sends 'felicitations' to Prime Minister
Modi; Nawaz Sharif says let's replace hate with hope

GNS News Agency,
June 10

Islamabad: Pakistan
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Monday sent "fe-
licitations" to Narendra
Modi on taking oath as the
Prime Minister of India for
the third consecutive
time.In a short message on
X, Shehbaz wrote, "Felici-
tations to Narendra Modi on
taking oath as Prime Min-
ister of India."

Prime Minister Modi
and his Council of Minis-
ters took oath in a historic
ceremony held at the
Rashtrapati Bhawan in
Delhi on Sunday.While
dozens of global leaders
have sent congratulatory
messages, Pakistan PM's
message to his Indian
counterpart holds quite a
significance considering
the tense relationship be-
tween the neighbouring
nations during the past two
terms of the Modi
government."PM
Shehbaz's felicitation mes-
sage shows clearly the rift
that persists between the
two countries. The mes-
sage didn't show any sign

of warmth or express
hopes of working towards
normalisation of relations
between the two countries.
Instead, it seemed more
like a forced formality that
the premier had to under-
take," said senior political
analyst Javed Siddique.lIt
should also be noted that
PM Modi did not extend an
invitation to Pakistan to par-
ticipate in the swearing-in
ceremony like he did in
2014 when then Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif was
invited.Interestingly, a vast
difference is also seen in
the messages sent to PM
Modi on Monday by PM
Shehbaz Sharif and by his
elder brother Nawaz Sharif,

the President of the
country's ruling party, Pa-
kistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N).In his
message to the Indian PM,
Nawaz Sharif congratu-
lated him on assuming of-
fice for the third consecu-
tive time and expressed
hope of "replacing hate
with hope" for better future
progress of the two nations.

"My warm felicitations
to Modi Ji on assuming of-
fice for the third time. Your
party's success in recent
elections reflects the confi-
dence of the people in your
leadership. Let us replace
hate with hope and seize
the opportunity to shape
the destiny of the two bil-

lion people of South Asia,"
he posted on X.While PM
Shehbaz enjoys a close
relationship with the
country's powerful estab-
lishment currently running
a coalition government, his
elder brother is seen as a
leader who refuses to fall
in line with the country's
military.

Having failed to se-
cure a majority to form the
government after the gen-
eral polls held in February
this year, Nawaz Sharif is
managing party politics
through his daughter and
Chief Minister of Punjab
province, Maryam Nawaz
Sharif.PM Modi's close re-
lations with Nawaz Sharif
also became evident when
he made a surprise visit to
Lahore in 2015 on the
latter's invitation and even
spent time at Sharif's Jati
Umra residence.Analysts
feel that considering the
stance taken by the BJP-
led NDA during campaign-
ing over the past few
weeks, it is unlikely that the
relationship between the
two countries will improve
during the third term of the
Modi government.

SKM leader Prem Singh Tamang
sworn in as chief minister of Sikkim

tions from the Rhenock Assembly seat defeating SDF's
Som Nath Poudyal by over 7,396 votes.

The polling for 32 assembly seats in Sikkim was
held on April 19 in the first phase simultaneously with the

Lok Sabha elections.

Reasi bus terror attack: Four

GNS News Agency, June 10

Governor Lakshman Prasad Acharya administered
the oath of office and secrecy to Prem Singh Tamang and
his Council of Ministers during the swearing-in ceremony
at Paljor Stadium.Sikkim Krantikari Morcha (SKM) won
31 out of the 32 seats, thus sweeping the assembly polls
in the Himalayan state while the opposition Sikkim Demo-
cratic Front (SDF) was confined to a lone seat.Tamang
described the party's victory as a 'record' as the state
reportedly witnessed the most peaceful election of Sikkim
and thanked all who favoured the party's return to
power."In 5 years, we will fulfil all the announcements
that we made at the time of the elections. | would like to
thank all my workers, they worked hard. | would also like
to thank the public. This is the most peaceful election of
Sikkim, this is a record," he said.Tamang won the elec-

from Rajasthan, three from U.P.,
among nine victims

GNS News Agency, June 10

Authorities on Monday identified the nine victims of
the deadly terror attack on a bus carrying pilgrims in
Jammu and Kashmir's Reasi district. Among the victims
are four natives of Rajasthan, including a two-year-old
boy, and three from Uttar Pradesh.

Ten people with gunshot wounds are among the 41
pilgrims — mostly from Uttar Pradesh — undergoing treat-
ment in three hospitals of Jammu and Reasi districts,
officials said.

Terrorists opened fire at the bus carrying pilgrims in
Reasi district around 6.10 p.m. on Sunday, killing nine
and injuring several.

rationale and the same is arbitrary and done with mala
fide intention to grant entry to the students through
backdoor.

Further, it said that 67 students scored 720 out of
720 marks out of which eight students were from the same
examination centre, raising serious doubts regarding the
examination conducted by the NTA.Recently, the apex
court denied a stay on the declaration of the result of the
NEET-UG examination but issued a notice to NTA and
others in a similar matter.

Rahul, Priyanka to reach
Raebareli on June 11 to
thank voters

S

GNS News Agency, June 10

Congress leaders Rahul Gandhi and his sister
Priyanka Gandhi will address an event in Raebareli on
Tuesday to thank the voters. Raebareli (UP): Congress
leaders Rahul Gandhi and his sister Priyanka Gandhi
will address an event in Raebareli on Tuesday to thank
the voters. The event was initially to be held in Amethi but
the venue has now been shifted to Raebareli, said party
sources. The event to thank the voters will be held on the
Bhuemau Guest House premises in Raebareli on Tues-
day, said the Congress' Amethi District unit chief Pradeep
Singhal. Also Read - FairPoint: Will Rahul Gandhi take
the plunge and be Leader of Opposition ADVERTISE-
MENT He added that the venue was changed to avoid
scorching heatwave conditions. Singhal said that along
with Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi, newly-elected
Amethi MP Kishori Lal Sharma will also be present in this
programme. In the recently-concluded Lok Sabha elec-
tions, Rahul Gandhi defeated UP minister Dinesh Pratap
Singh in the Raebareli constituency while the Congress'
Kishori Lal Sharma wrested the Amethi seat from former
Union Minister Smriti Irani.

SC tells AAP to vacate Rouse
Avenue office by Aug 10

GNS News Agency, June 10

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Monday extended
by nearly two months the June 15 deadline given to the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) to vacate its office at Rouse Av-
enue in the national capital.The top court had on March 4
directed the party to vacate its office by June 15 after
noting that the plot was allotted to the Delhi High Court
for expanding judicial infrastructure.A vacation Bench,
comprising Justices Vikran Nath and Sandeep Mehta,
took note of the submissions of senior advocate Abhishek
Singhvi, appearing for the AAP and others, and extended
the deadline till August 10, saying it was the last opportu-
nity and that the party will have to hand over the vacant
possession of the building at 206, Rouse Avenue here
by then.The premises were allotted in 2020 to the Delhi
High Court for creating infrastructure for the district judi-
ciary in the national capital. At the outset, Singhvi urged
the Bench that the deadline be extended.Lawyer K
Parmeshwar, appointed as amicus curiae to assist the
apex court in the matter, said there was a shortage of 90
courtrooms for judicial officers.“We (the High Court) are
in dire conditions and now we may have to rent premises
to accommodate the newly recruited judicial officers, who
are undergoing training presently,” he said.Parmeshwar
said the AAP wanted someplace in central Delhi and
they are being offered land at some other place in the
city.“The premises in question had to be vacated by June
15, 2024. The premises were already allotted to the Delhi
High Court in 2020. The expansion of judicial infrastruc-
ture is stultified and the cost of expansion is also a factor.
This application is for an extension of time till August 10,
2024,” Parmeshwar.
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Long-delayed justice

IN a significant verdict on Friday, a CBI court in
Mohali sentenced former Punjab Police DIG Dilbagh
Bingh to seven years of rigorous imprisonment and ex-
DSP Gurbachan Singh to life imprisonment for their
oles in the 1993 fake encounter killing of Gulshan
Kumar, a fruit vendor. This case, a chilling reminder of
he dark days of unbridled police brutality in Punjab,
ighlights the systemic lapses that had plagued the
tate. Extrajudicial killings, illegal detentions and staged
ncounters had become distressingly common. The
etails of this case are harrowing. On June 22, 1993,
ulshan, along with his father and brothers, was ab-
ucted by a police team led by Dilbagh and Gurbachan.

hile the others were released, Gulshan was kept in
legal custody for a month before being killed in a staged
ncounter. His body was cremated as ‘unclaimed’, a
ommon practice then to cover up extrajudicial killings.
[he case, initially overlooked, was taken up by the CBI
n 1995 on the Supreme Court’s directive, culminating
h the conviction nearly three decades later.

The law has at last been catching up with rogue
ops. In September 2023, three ex-officers received
he life sentence for the 1992 fake encounter killing of
hree youths. A year before that, a retired sub-inspector
vas sentenced to 10 years in another fake encounter
bf 1992. These cases reveal a pattern of grave miscon-
fluct and long-overdue comeuppance.

The delivery of justice underscores the resilience
bf the victims’ families amid numerous challenges, in-
luding the death of several accused during the trial
[nd witness attrition. This is crucial for restoring faith in

he rule of law and can serve as a deterrent against
buse of power.

24 Muslim candidates
win LS seats this time,
two less than 2019 polls

GNS News Agency, June 10

As many as 24 Muslim candidates across the counry
have won the Lok Sabha elections and they include
former cricketer Yusuf Pathan of the Trinamool Congress
from Bahrampur in West Bengal and Congress' Rakibul
Hussain from Dhubri in Assam. However, the community's
presence in the 18th Lok Sabha has reduced marginally
from 26 last time but is higher than the 2014 tally when 23
Muslim candidates were elected to the lower house of
Parliament.As many as 78 Muslims were in the fray in the
Lok Sabha elections this year, a significant drop from the
last polls when 115 Muslim candidates were fielded by
various parties.Among the Muslim candidates who won
this time, Rakibul Hussain's victory in Dhubri was signifi-
cant in terms of the winning margin. The Congress candi-
date secured 14.71 lakh votes and defeated his nearest
rival Mohammad Badruddin Ajmal by one of the highest
margins of about 10 lakh votes.On the other hand, first-
time contender Yusuf Pathan beat Congress leader in
the Lok Sabha and six-time MP Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
by 85,022 votes in his Baharampur bastion in West
Bengal.Congress candidate from Uttar Pradesh's
Saharanpur, Imran Masood, won by a margin of 64,542
votes while Igra Choudhary, a 29-year-old Samajwadi
Party candidate from Kairana, secured victory over BJP's
Pradeep Kumar by 69,116 votes.Afzal Ansari, the incum-
bent MP from Ghazipur and the younger brother of gang-
ster-politician Mukhtar Ansari, retained the seat by bag-
ging 5.3 lakh votes while 28-year-old Igra Choudhary
won the Kairana seat by a margin of over 69,000
votes.Samajwadi Party's Mohibbullah won the Rampur
seat by securing 4,81,503 votes, while Zia Ur Rehman
won in Sambhal by a margin of 1.2 lakh votes.AIMIM
chief Asaduddin Owaisi retained his Hyderabad seat by
a margin of 3,38,087 votes over his nearest rival BJP's
Madhavi Latha Kompella.In Jammu and Kashmir, Na-
tional Conference's Srinagar candidate Aga Syed
Ruhullah Mehdi, a prominent Shia leader, secured
3,56,866 votes and won by a margin of 1.88 lakh votes
against his nearest rival PDP's Waheed-ur-Rehman
Parra.Mian Altaf Ahmad of the National Conference won
in Anantnag-Rajouri by 2,81,794 votes against former
Jammu and Kashmir chief minister Mehbooba Mufti.In
Ladakh, Independent candidate Mohammad Haneefa
secured a victory by a margin of 27,862 votes while an-
other Independent candidate Abdul Rashid Sheikh won
Jammu and Kashmir's Baramulla seat by bagging 4.7
lakh votes.In Bihar, Congress' Tariq Anwar won the Katihar
seat after a close contest with JD(U) candidate Dulal
Chandra Goswami. Anwar won by a margin of 49,863
votes.Congress now has the highest number of seven
Muslim MPs, the Trinamool Congress (TMC) has five,
and the SP has four. The Indian Union Muslim League
has three MPs -- T Mohammad Bashir from Malappuram,
M P Abdurasmad Samdani from Ponnani, Kerala and K
Navaskani from Tamil Nadu's Ramanathapuram.

Dlip Ghosh's oblique statement
Sparks speculations on inner-party
factions n Bengal BJP

GNS News Agency, June 10

At a time when fissures within the BJP West Bengal
unit have started to show in the wake of the party's 'disap-
pointing' performance in the parliamentary polls in the
state, a suggestive statement from veteran leader Dilip
Ghosh sparked speculations on whether the 'old-versus-
new' debate is about to get reignited. Quoting former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Ghosh on Thursday posted
on X: "Keep one thing in mind, even one old Karyakarta
of the party should not be neglected. If necessary, let ten
new Karyakartas get separated. Because the old work-
ers are the guarantee of our victory. Trusting new
Karyakartas too quickly is not advisable."The tweet came
in the wake of Ghosh's shocking defeat from the
Bardhaman-Durgapur seat in the hands of TMC's Kirti
Azad by nearly 1.38 lakh votes.While the BJP had pub-
licly proclaimed its target of winning 30 Lok Sabha con-
stituencies or more from Bengal this time, it had to ulti-
mately settle for 12 seats, six less than its 2019 tally.

Bribe in EMIs! Corrupt Gujarat babus ‘with a
heart’ now accepting bribe in installments

|

GNS News Agency, June 10

In a peculiar yet concerning trend, corrupt Gujarat
government officials are now offering citizens the option
of paying bribes in installments, akin to the structure of
bank loans. This practice, termed 'empathetically corrupt,'
has surfaced as a purportedly 'considerate' approach to
ease the financial burden on individuals coerced into
offering bribes, a TOI report stated.Consider the follow-
ing instances: In March of this year, a staggering bribe of
Rs 21 lakh was demanded from an individual embroiled
in an SGST bogus billing scam. To mitigate the financial
strain, the amount was divided into nine EMIs of Rs 2
lakh each, along with one payment of Rs 1 lakh.

Similarly, on April 4, a deputy sarpanch and taluka
panchayat member in Surat demanded an Rs 85,000
bribe for a farming-related favor. Sensing the financial
constraints of the villager, the accused proposed an EMI
plan —an upfront payment of Rs 35,000, followed by three
equal installments for the balance.More recently, two po-
licemen absconded with a Rs 4 lakh bribe they had ex-
torted from a resident of Sabarkantha. This sum consti-
tuted only the initial installment of the total Rs 10 lakh
demanded.Reports from the Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB) indicate a surge in such incidents, with ten cases
already reported this year alone. According to a senior
ACB officer, corrupt officials exploit individuals either fac-
ing legal scrutiny or seeking government assistance,
demanding exorbitant bribes. With victims often finan-
cially strained and vulnerable, paying the entire bribe
upfront becomes untenable.

"Corrupt officials are unwilling to forgo the opportu-
nity to enrich themselves swiftly," the officer told TOI. Con-
sequently, they devised the installment scheme to en-
sure compliance. Shamsher Singh, Director of ACB,
Gujarat, and DGP (law and order), noted that the bureau
has only been able to investigate cases where victims
have reported after making initial payments.In a recent
case, a CID (crime) inspector demanded a Rs 50,000
bribe for the release of seized articles, including laptops
and computers, splitting the sum into five installments of
Rs 10,000 each. Similarly, a Class Il officer with the Guijarat
Water Supply and Sewerage Board facilitated a
contractor's pending invoices for Rs 1.20 lakh by struc-
turing the bribe into four payments of Rs 30,000.

Controversy erupts after Omar shares
news article on Engineer Rashid’s win

GNS News Agency, June 10

A controversy erupted after National Conference
vice president Omar Abdullah on Thursday posted a news
article on a social media platform that suggested Engi-
neer Rashid’s win in the Baramulla Lok Sabha seat will
empower “secessionists”.The row broke out after a pri-
vate television news agency attributed the excerpts of
the article shared by the NC leader to him. It triggered
reactions from mainstream politicians in Jammu and Kash-
mir, including PDP’s Waheed Para.Abdullah was de-
feated by Sheikh Abdul Rashid, popularly known as ‘En-
gineer Rashid’, who is jailed under the UAPA, by more
than two lakh votes in the just-concluded Lok Sabha
elections.The National Conference (NC) leader had con-
ceded defeat and congratulated Rashid on his win.“The
‘big loser’ tag certainly hurts but it's an election, you win
some you lose some and life goes on,” Abdullah posted
on X on Thursday, a day after attending an INDIA bloc
meeting in Delhi.This reaction was after some news ar-
ticles referred to him and others as the “big losers” of the
Lok Sabha polls.

Recalling the his school’s song, the former Jammu
and Kashmir chief minister said on X, “...l sang (this) as
part of my school song for years, still holds true today.”
“Never give in is our motto; strive till the set of sun; And
we learn it’s truth; In the days of youth on the long Hodson
run; For though your heart seems bursting; Up Sergeant
Tilly’s hill; THOUGH YOU MAY NOT WIN; YOU'LL YET
COME IN; if you stick it still,” he posted.According to the
Lawrence School Sanawar’s website, the song was writ-
ten by Henry Bickersteth Durrant, Bishop of Lahore, and

set to the music by Bandmaster A Swann between the
1923 and 1925. lts official title was ‘The Best School of
All’.

Taking a dig at Abdullah for sharing the news ar-
ticle, PDP youth president Para posted on X, “Extremely
disappointed with @ OmarAbdullah’s regressive stance,
echoing the divisive politics of 1987, and dubbing a demo-
cratic expression as an ‘Islamist wave’.” “His family’s his-
tory with the Muslim Conference clashes with calls for the
exclusion of PDP, Er Rashid, and JEI, and will put Kash-
mir into perpetual conflict with the State. A more prudent
approach, akin to @ MehboobaMulfti’s plea for Er Rashid’s
release, would have been acknowledgment of mandate,”
Para posted on X.In a quick reply, Abdullah said he had
himself been an advocate for the release of not only En-
gineer Rashid but the thousands of others who were lan-
guishing in jails.“Waheed | don’t normally get into any
back and forth conversations here but this time I'll make
an exception. | spent my entire campaign talking about
Engineer’s release and unlike his campaign | talked about
the release of the 1000s detained since 2019,” he
said.“The articles I've put here are not my views but they
are a point of view. | may agree with parts, disagree with
parts but they are an opinion. As for Rashid’s release, it's
a matter for the courts as it is in all such cases,” Abdullah
said.

“l didn’t agree with Rashid’s detention in the first
place and | don’t agree with it now but that’s neither here
nor there because it shouldn’t be just about one man but
about the 1000s in jail, including the anonymous ones
outside Jammu and Kashmir,” he said.People’s Confer-
ence president Sajad Gani Lone, who barely managed
to save his security deposit in the Lok Sabha polls in the
Baramulla seat, has gone on a sabbatical for a “few
days”.“l will be away for a few days. Taking a break to
step back, pause and reflect. Winning and losing is part
of life. A setback, Yes, but should it allow us to lose sight
of our larger goal — the empowerment of our people, their
dignity, development and making their voices heard —
No! Elections were merely a vehicle towards this larger
goal, never an end in itself,” Lone posted on X.He said
the electoral setback will only reinvigorate his party and
strengthen their commitment and conviction towards re-
alizing the collective goals.

Gandhi, Ambedkar, Shivaji statues shifted within
Parliament premises, Congress slams move

Statues of Mahatma Gandhi, B R Ambedkar and
Chhatrapati Shivaji, among others, have been relocated
within the Parliament premises as part of a landscaping
exercise, a move that drew sharp criticism from the Con-
gress on Thursday.The statues of tribal leader Birsa
Munda and Maharana Pratap have also been shifted to a
lawn between old Parliament building and the Parlia-
ment library. All statues are now in the same place.

Reacting to the development, Congress general
secretary Jairam Ramesh said on X, “Statues of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, Mahatma Gandhi, and Dr.
Babasaheb Ambedkar have just been removed from their
places of prominence in front of the Parliament House.
This is atrocious.” Attacking the BJP, Congress’s media
and publicity department head Pawan Khera said when
Maharashtra voters did not vote for BJP, the statues of
Shivaji and Ambedkar were removed from their original
place in Parliament.When they did not get clean sweep
in Gujarat, they removed the statue of Mahatma Gandhi
from its original place in Parliament, he said.“Just think, if
they had been given 400 seats, would they have spared
the Constitution?” Khera said in a post in Hindi on X.The
Parliament premises will sport a new look when the 18th
Lok Sabha convenes for its maiden session in June as
work is underway to integrate the entire complex, com-
prising four different buildings.As part of the redevelop-

ment of external areas, the statues of national icons, in-
cluding those of Gandhi, Shivaji and Mahatma Jyotiba
Phule, were to be moved to a lawn near Gate No 5 of the
old Parliament building, which has been named as
Samvidhan Sadan.This would pave the way for the cre-
ation of a vast lawn in front of the Gaja Dwar, which is
used by the President and the Prime Minister to enter into
the new Parliament building.The lawn can also be used
for official ceremonies such as the President’s address to
the joint sitting of Parliament, usually during the Budget
Session.

Trinamool Congress
claims 3 BJP MPs in touch
with them, party denies

GNS News Agency, June 10

The Trinamool Congress has claimed that three BJP
MPs in Bengal are in touch with the party, according to
sources. The development came two days after Mamata
Banerjee-led ruling side, defying exit poll predictions,
maintained its hold over the Bengal fortress. However,
the BJP has dismissed the Trinamool's claims and termed
them as "fake", sources added.Bengal, which voted in all
seven phases of the Lok Sabha elections, were expected
to incline towards the BJP. In most of their rallies in the
eastern state, Narendra Modi and Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, had in fact, predicted the saffron side would
get 35 Lok Sabha seats in the state. Most pollsters pre-
dicted massive gains for the BJP in Bengal, including
India Today-Axis My India that forecast 26—31 seats for
the BJP and between 11 and 14 for the Trinamool
Congress.However, the Trinamool Congress crumbled
the exit poll projections and limited the Modi-Shah wave.
Mamata Banerjee's side won 29 seats, bettering its 2019
tally when the Trinamool Congress won 22 constituen-

Kamataka Minister resigns
after allegations in illegal
money transfer case

GNS News Agency, June 10

Karnataka ST Welfare Minister B Nagendra resigned
on Thursday after his name cropped up in an illegal money
transfer issue that came to light after a state government
employee in Shivamogga died by suicide.
Chandrashekharan P, accounts superintendent of the
Karnataka Maharshi Valmiki Scheduled Tribes Develop-
ment Corporation Ltd, died by suicide on May 26, leaving
behind a death note.The note revealed the unauthorised
transfer of Rs 187 crore belonging to the state-run Cor-
poration from its bank account, and from that, Rs 88.62
crore was illegally moved to various accounts allegedly
belonging to "well-known" IT companies and a
Hyderabad-based cooperative bank.

Chandrasekharan named his superiors and the Min-
ister in the death note, and it also pointed out that he was
‘harassed' by his colleagues who allegedly used him for
"misappropriation of funds for personal gains", police
said.Earlier, Nagendra met Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
and Deputy Chief Minister DK Shivakumar."Not wanting
to embarrass the party, he (Nagendra) voluntarily came
forward and has resigned. We did not ask him to resign.
We had a discussion with him," Shivakumar said as quoted
by news agency PTI.Shivakumar also said that Nagendra
was ready for any probe, including by the CBI.

The suicide has led to a political row in the state with
the BJP targeting the Siddaramaiah-led Congress gov-
ernment. Karnataka BJP chief BY Vijayendra alleged that
Congress leaders were indulging in corruption under the
guise of working for Dalits and tribal communities.Earlier,
the police had filed an FIR against three government of-
ficials for abetment of suicide (IPC Section 306). Further
investigation into the case is underway.

Whoever forms govt at
Centre, k