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OU employee paints campus rocks,
boulders to spread message

Hyderabad: In a unique blend of art and environmental advocacy, an employee of Osmania University’s Dr.
BR Ambedkar Memorial Library has been using his artistic skills to infuse a new life into the campus’s rocks and
boulders.With focus on environmental protection, E Venkanna has created about 140 paintings, depicting ani-
mals, birds and forms of pollution, driving a message to save the water, trees, energy and earth.

With a passion for art and environmental activism, the 45-year-old university main library employee em-
barked on the project by painting a parrot-shaped rock near the Post Office on the campus.

IDA joins IMA in solidarity, dental
services halted for 24 hours

Hyderabad: Indian Dental Association (IDA) on Saturday said it stands in solidarity with the Indian Medical
Association’s (IMA) following the brutal rape and murder of a young postgraduate student of chest medicine at RG

Kar Medical College, Kolkata.

In a statement issued here on Saturday, the IDA announced withdrawal of dental services for 24 hours from

August 17 to August 18 and said,

“it is imperative that the entire nation recognizes the gravity of this situation and the

pressing need for enhanced protection and respect for all healthcare workers.”

Vingsh Phogat cries inconso

ably on retur to

heros welcome after Paris Olympics heartoreak

New Delhi,GNS News Agency, August 17

Celebrated wrestler Vinesh Phogat on Saturday re-
ceived a grand welcome on her return to the country with
hundreds of supporters gathering outside the IGI airport,
showing immense solidarity with her.Stars such as
Bajrang Punia, Sakshi Malik and panchayat leaders re-
ceived Vinesh, who endured a heartbreaking exit at the
Paris Olympics where she was disqualified for being over-
weight on the day of her 50kg final.Heavily garlanded,
Vinesh stood in an open Jeep and thanked all the sup-
porters. “I thank the entire country,” she said, her hands
folded in humility.

There was a thick security cover as Phogat, who
was found 100 grams overweight, landed in the national
capital.Vinesh's caravan left for her native village Balali
in Haryana and on the way she met her supporters, posi-
tioned at different spots.A group of 50 followed her jeep.
They offered prayers at a temple in Delhi's Dwarka be-
fore continuing their journey towards Balali.Vinesh had
stayed back in Paris after challenging her disqualifica-
tion in the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) and de-
manding a joint silver. The application was dismissed on
Wednesday.“She has come back to her country after such
a long time. She is very emotional also. She will spend
time with family and calm herself. What Vinesh has done
for women is praiseworthy. She might not have received
a medal, but she is a champion for us,” said Sakshi Malik.

London Olympics bronze medal-winning shooter
Gagan Narang, who was the chef de mission of the In-
dian contingent in Paris, called her a champion, posting
a photo with Phogat at the Paris airport. Both of them
were on the same flight to Delhi.“She came as a cham-
pion on day 1 into the games village and she will always

remain our champion. Sometimes one doesn't need an

Olympic medal to inspire a billion dreams..
@vineshphogat you have inspired generations. Salute
to your grit,” Narang posted on X.“People are waiting to
welcome her at our village. People are exciting to meet
Vinesh and encourage her,” her brother Harvinder Phogat
said.The feisty wrestler, in her first reaction after her dis-
qualification, on Saturday said that under “different cir-
cumstances” she could see herself competing till 2032
because she still has a lot of wrestling left in her but is
now unsure about her future as things “might never be
same again”.Vinesh had announced her retirement from
the sport after her disqualification.In an emotional post
on social media, Vinesh shared her childhood dream,
the hardships she faced after losing her father and also
put on record the contribution made by people in her
extraordinary journey that ended in heartbreak in Paris.

‘I haven’t committed any mistake’:
Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah rules out resignation

GNS News Agency, August 17

In the wake of sanction for prosecution granted by
Karnataka Governor Thawar Chand Gehlot in connec-
tion with the alleged Mysuru Urban Development Au-
thority (MUDA) scam against Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah, the CM said on Saturday that he has not
committed any mistake and will not resign from his
post.Siddaramaiah, while speaking to reporters in
Bengaluru, said that the prosecution sanction issued
against him was a conspiracy of the Central Government,
the BJP and JD(S) leaders.

“The Governor had taken the decision without hav-
ing any authority or jurisdiction. It is totally unconstitu-
tional and we will fight it out legally.... Because it is an
illegal sanction given by the Governor who is a puppet of
the Central Government,” Siddaramaiah said.The CM
said that there was no case against him or anybody in
connection with the MUDA scam. “The BJP has no moral
right to ask for my resignation. The Governor is biased
against me,” he said, noting that the Governor was sitting
on prosecution sanction requests against Union Minister
and former CM H D Kumaraswamy, former state minis-
ters Shashikala Jolle, Murugesh Nirani and Janardhan
Reddy.“They (the BJP) are not tolerating this government.
This government has implemented all guarantee schemes
which is for poor people of all communities and religions.
The Central Government is against social justice, poor
people,” he said.To a question, he said that the Con-
gress high command was with him and the entire Cabi-
net was with him.Siddaramaiah has been facing flak from
the Opposition in the state for an alleged land deal in-
volving the allotment of 14 housing sites in Mysuru to his
wife and the theft of Rs 89.73 crore from a state develop-
ment corporation for the welfare of Scheduled Tribes.

Centre's olive branch to striking doctors:
Will form panel for safety measures

GNS News Agency, August 17

The Central Government has proposed the forma-
tion of a committee to address the safety concerns of
doctors on strike. This committee will include input from
all relevant stakeholders, including state governments.

Doctors and students protest against the alleged
rape and murder of a trainee doctor at the RG Kar Medi-
cal College and Hospital, in Kolkata. The Union Health
Ministry on Saturday asked doctors to end their nation-
wide strike against the gruesome rape and murder of the
trainee doctor at Kolkata's RG Kar Hospital and assured
them that a committee tasked with proposing safety mea-
sures for healthcare professionals will be formed. This
committee, as per the centre, will include input from all
relevant stakeholders, including state governments, who
will be invited to share their insights and suggestions.This
came as doctors across the nation are holding a 24-hour
strike in protest against the brutal murder and rape of a
trainee doctor at a state-run medical college in
Kolkata.During the protest, all health services — except
for essential services and emergency care — were sus-
pended. The medical community is demanding justice

and urgent reforms, including an overhaul of resident
doctors' working and living conditions and the implemen-
tation of a central law to protect healthcare professionals
from workplace violence.

Doctors, paramedics and support staff take out si-
lent protest march in south Delhi demanding justice in
the Kolkata rape-murder case.Union Health Ministry offi-
cials met the representatives of the Federation of Resi-
dent Doctors Association (FORDA), the Indian Medical
Association (IMA), and Resident Doctors’ Associations
of Governmental Medical Colleges and Hospitals in Delhi
today.

Union Minister Rammonan Naidu
meets Chandrababu in Deli, says
Aviation Services will be enhanced

GNS News Agency, August 17

Union Minister Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu an-
nounced plans to expand airport facilities in Andhra
Pradesh. This announcement comes after a historic meet-
ing between Naidu and the Chief Minister of Andhra
Pradesh and TDP chief, Chandrababu Naidu, marking
Chandrababu's first engagement with Rammohan Naidu
since he assumed his ministerial position.The two lead-
ers convened with officials from the aviation department
for an extensive review of the aviation sector's develop-
ment in Andhra Pradesh, which lasted approximately two
and a half hours. They outlined a strategic plan to com-
plete crucial infrastructure projects related to aviation
within the next two years, setting specific deadlines for
each project.

PM Modi proposes Globa

Development

Compact to propel Global South

GNS News Agency, August 17

New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Satur-
day proposed a comprehensive ‘Global Development
Compact’ on behalf of India to the countries of the Global
South.“The foundation of this Compact will be based on
the experiences of India's development journey and de-
velopment partnerships. This Global Compact will be
driven by the development priorities set by the countries
of the South themselves,” PM Modi said in his closing
remarks at the Inaugural Leaders’ Session of the Voice
of Global South Summit 3.0.

“It will be human-centric, multi-dimensional and pro-
mote a multi-sectoral approach to development. It will not
burden needy countries with debt in the name of devel-
opment finance. This will contribute to the balanced and
sustainable development of partner countries,” the Prime
Minister said.He further clarified that the ‘development
compact’ will focus on trade for development, capacity
building for sustainable growth, technology sharing,
project-specific concessional finance and grants.

“To boost trade promotion activities, India will launch
a special fund of $2.5 million. Training in trade policy and
trade negotiation will be provided for capacity building. A
fund of one million dollars will be provided for this,” PM
Modi said.He said that India is contributing to the SDG
Stimulus Leaders group for financial stress and develop-
ment funding in the countries of the Global South and will
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also work to provide affordable and effective generic medi-
cines to the Global South.“We will also cooperate in the
training of drug regulators. We will be happy to share our
experiences and technology of natural farming in the ag-

riculture sector,” he added.He also said that global ten-
sions and conflicts which were highlighted at the confer-
ence were a serious matter and addressing these con-
cerns depends on just and inclusive global governance.
Such institutions must give priority to the Global South
while developed countries also fulfil their responsibilities
and commitments.“There is also a need to take action to
reduce the gap between the Global North and South and
the Summit of the Future at the UN to be held next month
could become an important milestone for all this,” PM
Modi added.

Closely monitoring monkeypox situation,
no new reported cases in India: Centre

GNS News Agency, August 17

New Delhi: The government on Saturday said they
are closely monitoring the global monkeypox situation,
and preparedness and cautionary measures are being
put in place to prevent and control the spread of the
disease.There are no new reported cases of monkeypox
in India as of date, said the Health Ministry.In the meeting
with senior ministry officials, chaired by Health Minister
JP Nadda, it was decided that as a matter of abundant
caution, certain measures are put in place.These are
sensitising the health units at all the airports, seaports
and ground crossings, readying the testing laboratories
and gearing up health facilities for detecting, isolating
and managing any case.The meeting was called in view
of the World Health Organisation (WHQO) declaring
Monkeypox a public health emergency of international
concern (PHEIC).In the meeting, it was noted that
Monkeypox infections are usually self-limiting lasting
between 2-4 weeks and patients generally recover with
supportive management.

The transmission requires prolonged close contact
with an infected case and is generally through the sexual
route, direct contact with body/lesion fluid, or contami-
nated clothing/linen of an infected person.Globally, since
2022, WHO has reported 99,176 cases and 208 deaths
due to monkeypox from 116 countries.Since the 2022
declaration by WHO, a total of 30 cases were detected in
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India with the last case in March 2024.The Centre said that
a joint monitoring group meeting, under the chairmanship
of the Director General of Health Services consisting of
experts from relevant fields, was held to review the
situation.Although the possibility of a few imported cases
being detected in the coming weeks is not entirely ruled
out, it was assessed that the risk of a large outbreak with
sustained transmission is presently low for India.

After reports of Mpox cases in Sweden and Pakistan
surfaced, infectious disease experts urged health authori-
ties to begin screening for the deadly infectious disease at
key airports in India to help curb the spread.

Befitting reply to BJP govt’s conspiracies: Rahul Gandhi
on HC order on assistant teachers’ selection in UP

""
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GNS News Agency, August 17

UP assistant teachers recruitment"The BJP's stub-
bornness to snatch away reservation has pushed the fu-
ture of hundreds of innocent candidates into darkness,"
Gandhi alleged. Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi on Saturday said the Allahabad High
Court’s decision on the recruitment of 69,000 assistant
teachers is a befitting reply to the “conspiracies of the
BJP government which is playing with the reservation
system”.

The former Congress chief’s remarks came after the
Allahabad High Court directed the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment to prepare a fresh selection list for the appoint-
ment of 69,000 assistant teachers in the state.“The
Allahabad High Court’s decision on the recruitment of
69,000 assistant teachers is a befitting reply to the con-
spiracies of the BJP government which is playing with
the reservation system,” Gandhi said in a post in Hindi on
X.

This is not only the victory of thousands of youths
like Amit Maurya who have been struggling in the streets
in winter, summer and rain for the last five years but also
of every warrior fighting the battle for social justice, he

said.“The BJP’s stubbornness to snatch away reserva-
tion has pushed the future of hundreds of innocent candi-
dates into darkness,” Gandhi alleged.The BJP is the cul-
prit for those who will get jobs through the new list after
facing hardships for five years and also those whose
names will now be removed from the selected list.“The
BJP government, which is forcing those who want to study
to fight, is the enemy of the youth in the true sense,”
Gandhi said.He also tagged one of his posts from Febru-
ary in which he had said, “UP’s 69,000 teacher recruit-
ment scam is proof of BJP’s anti-reservation mentality.
By ignoring Basic Education Rules, 1981 and Reserva-
tion Rules, 1994, the BJP government snatched the rights
of Dalits and backward classes from them.” “The ag-
grieved students met me and told me that in this recruit-
ment, OBC category got only 3.86% reservation instead
of 27% and SC category got only 16.6% reservation in-
stead of 21%. This irregularity is related to about 19,000
posts and not making the original list brings this entire
recruitment process under suspicion,” he had said.

The HC set aside the selection lists issued in June
2020 and January 2022, which included 6,800
candidates.A bench comprising Justice A R Masoodi and
Justice Brijraj Singh issued the order while disposing of
90 special appeals filed by Mahendra Pal and others,
challenging a March 13 single-judge order.

The court upheld the single-judge’s decision to can-
cel the January 5, 2022 selection list of 6,800 candidates
belonging to the reserved category.The bench instructed
the state government and other authorities concerned to
complete the process of issuing the new selection list
within three months.The court said that while preparing
the new selection list, any adverse impact on the cur-
rently employed assistant teachers should be mitigated
by allowing them to complete the ongoing academic ses-
sion. This is intended to prevent disruption in the stu-
dents’ education, it said.
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Polls in J&K

JAMMU and Kashmir's decade-long wait for the
Assembly polls is over, with the Election Commission
pnnouncing a three-phase polling schedule for the
state-turned-UT. President’s rule, abrogation of Sec-
ion 370, bifurcation of the state — J&K has seen it all.
[he delimitation exercise necessitated by the
leorganisation has altered the electoral landscape —

he Jammu region’s seat count has risen sizeably from
7 to 43, while the number of Assembly constituencies
N Kashmir has gone up from 46 to 47. This will have a
bearing on the election outcome and pre- or post-poll
plliances.The upcoming poll battle will be held against
he backdrop of a series of terror attacks and encoun-
ers in the Jammu region. Terrorists have changed tack:
hey are targeting Hindu-dominated areas, while Mus-
m-majority Kashmir is no longer the epicentre of tur-
pulence. In view of this shift, there is greater pressure
bn the BJP-led Central Government to ensure peace-
ul campaigning and polling. Elements inimical to India
vill try to disrupt the proceedings. The key is to create
n environment conducive for the voter to come out
nd vote without fear. It will be a straightforward con-
est between the BJP and the Congress in Jammu. In
ontrast, the field is wide open in Kashmir, where the
Rbdullahs’ National Conference and the Muftis’ PDP
vill be in the fray along with Sajjad Lone’s J&K People’s
Conference, Altaf Bukhari’'s J&K Apni Party and former
Dongress leader Ghulam Nabi Azad’s Democratic Pro-
pressive Azad Party; independents with radical lean-
ngs can make the fight tougher.In poll-bound Haryana,
vhere the BJP has been in power for a decade, the
Congress is looking to capitalise on the anti-incum-
bency factor. Both are fancying their chances, having
von five seats each in the state in this year's Lok Sabha
Izlections.

How school children from

Kerala’s Kozhikode are

using class breaks to help
their peers in Wayanad

These notes, made under th
guidance of their teachers, were
meant for the 138 lower primary
students of two government
schools at Mundakkai and
Chooralmala — the two villages
most affected by the landslide

last month.
GNS News Agency, August 17

Lubna Raihana, a Class 4 student at the aided
Jinarajadas Lower Primary School in the coastal Marad
village of Kerala’s Kozhikode district, has had a busy few
days. Every school break this past week, she and her
classmates would quickly finish their food and then hurry
back into class to complete a major task at hand: meticu-
lously and painstakingly copying down notes for the first
semester in new notebooks.

These notes, made under the guidance of their
teachers, were meant for the 138 lower primary students
of two government schools at Mundakkai and
Chooralmala — the two villages most affected by the land-
slide last month.Nearly closed down after communal ri-
ots tore through the serene fishing village of Marad 20
years ago, the Jinarajadas school is now scripting a chap-
ter on compassion. Over the last week, these students
were sorted into different groups to make notes in five
subjects — Malayalam, English, Arabic, Maths and Envi-
ronmental Science. While some students read out from
their own notes, others copied it down while their teacher
stood by, guiding and correcting them where needed.

Each class was tasked with making notes for their
corresponding peers from the two government schools.
The notes for the entire first semester, which ends by the
end of August, were made ready for their peers in
Wayanad since the landslide is expected to significantly
disrupt their regular schooling.Notes of all five subjects,
now in a single bound book, will be handed over to the
schools in Wayanad Thursday.

Said school headmaster E.M.Pushparajan: “These
students have lost their study materials in the tragedy.
Many agencies have offered to replace the lost textbooks,
bags and other items. But their lost school notes could
not be supplied in that manner. Hence, at our school, we
decided to help them by preparing their school notes”. The
idea, according to teacher E.Dijesh Kumar, is to ensure
that their learning is not lost.

But for students like Lubna, this is the only help they
could give their peers in Wayanad. “We’re all saddened
by the stories of our fellow students, who lost their dear
ones and belongings in the landslide... When teachers
told us about the plan, we were all in for it,” she said.The
110-year-old Jinarajadas school had hit headlines after
the Marad communal riots in 2003 and 2004, which left
14 people, both Hindus and Muslims dead. Soon after
the riots, both communities were reluctant to send their
children to school, pushing it to the brink of closure.The
school eventually went on to play a key role in bringing
the strife-torn village back together by organising out-
reach programmes and camps.In 2007, then Communist
Party of India (Marxist) legislator and businessman VKC
Mammed Koya took over the management of the school
and upgraded its infrastructure. As the embers of the ha-
tred cooled off over the years, attendance to the school
also grew. Today, Jinarajadas LP School has a total of
450 students on its roll.
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IPS Nalin Prabhat appointed new DGP of Jammu
and Kashmir, set to assume charge from Oct 1
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GNS News Agency, August 17

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) Thursday ap-
pointed 1992-batch IPS officer Nalin Prabhat as the Di-
rector General of Police (DGP) of Jammu and Kashmir.
He is set to assume charge from October 1. Till then, he
will work as the Special Director-General (DG) of the
Jammu and Kashmir Police. had reported that the Centre
was considering appointing Prabhat, 56, as the new DG
of the Jammu and Kashmir Police amid the rising terror
attacks in the Jammu region since June 9 in which the
security forces have suffered casualties.

In an order on Thursday, the Centre said, “Conse-
quent upon joining the AGMUT cadre on inter-cadre depu-
tation from AP cadre, Prabhat is hereby posted as Spe-
cial DG, J&K police with immediate effect and till Septem-
ber 30. Further, upon retirement of R R Swain, IPS of
1991-batch of AGMUT-cadre on September 30, Prabhat
is appointed as DGP, J&K police from October 1, and
until further orders...”On Wednesday, the Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) sanctioned the inter-
cadre deputation of Prabhat, who was the DG of the Na-
tional Security Guard (NSG), from Andhra Pradesh to
Arunachal Pradesh-Goa-Mizoram and Union Territory
(AGMUT) cadre for three years.The decision to change
Prabhat’'s cadre came just three months after he was
appointed as the NSG DG. Earlier, ACC approved his
appointment as the NSG DG until August 31, 2028.Be-
fore joining the NSG, Prabhat was the additional director
general and Special DG of the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF), and headed its formation in Jammu and
Kashmir. He also previously held the post of the Deputy
Inspector General (DIG) of the Kashmir and the South
Kashmir sectors, among others. He did his BA (Hons)
and MA from St Stephen’s College.Prabhat is a three-
time police gallantry medal winner and has headed the
specialised anti-Naxal police force ‘Greyhounds’ of
Andhra Pradesh, his former cadre state.Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah chaired multiple meetings with senior
officials including Ajit Doval, National Security Advisor;
J-K Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha, along with Indian
Army and CRPF officers, to come up with new strategies
in the wake of an uptick in terror attacks in the Union
Territory.

Congress slams PM Modi’s ‘communal civil code’
remark, says his ‘capacity for malice knows no bounds’

GNS News Agency, August 17

Targeting Prime Minister Narendra Modi for his In-
dependence Day speech where, while mentioning the
need for a Uniform Civil Code (UCC), he called the exist-
ing one “communal” and “discriminatory”, the Congress
said on Thursday that it was “a gross insult” to Dr B R
Ambedkar.Congress communications chief Jairam
Ramesh wrote on X, “The non-biological PM’s capacity
for malice, mischief, and maligning of history knows no
bounds. It was on full display today in his Red Fort speech.
To say that we have had a ‘communal civil code’ till now
is a gross insult to Dr Ambedkar, who was the greatest
champion of reforms in Hindu personal laws that became
a reality by the mid-1950s. These reforms had been bit-
terly opposed by the RSS and the Jana Sangh.”

Ramesh also quoted a 21st Law Commission’s
Consultation Paper on Reform of Family Law, dated Au-
gust 31, 2018, which said that a UCC “is neither neces-
sary nor desirable at this stage”.“While diversity of Indian
culture can and should be celebrated, specific groups or
weaker sections of society must not be disadvantaged in
the process. Resolution of this conflict does not mean
abolition of all differences. This commission has there-
fore dealt with laws that are discriminatory rather than
providing a uniform civil code which is neither necessary
nor desirable at this stage. Most countries are moving
towards recognition of differences and the mere exist-
ence of difference does not imply discrimination, but is
indicative of a robust democracy,” he wrote in his X post,
quoting the paper.The Uniform Civil Code has been a
part of the BJP’s Lok Sabha election manifestos since
1989.

“In our country, the Supreme Court has repeatedly
discussed the Uniform Civil Code. It has given orders
many times because a large section of the country be-
lieves, and there is truth in it, that the civil code with which
we are living is really a kind of communal civil code, a
discriminatory civil code,” Modi said in his address from
the Red Fort.Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge said
in his speech at the party headquarters after the flag hoist-
ing ceremony that the Government was “promoting divi-
sive thinking”.

“Instead of remembering the contribution of freedom
fighters and following the path shown by them, today’s
Government is promoting divisive thinking. With the in-
tent to spread hatred, they celebrate the ‘Vibhajan
Vibhishika Diwas’ (Partition Horrors Remembrance Day).
Those who didn’t take part in the freedom struggle are
giving advice to the Congress and are trying to show they
were part of the struggle. This is a factual truth that it was
their hatred-filled politics which divided the country into
two parts. This partition happened because of them,” said
the leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha.“For their
selfish gains, the British ideology of divide and rule is
being taken forward by the Sangh family, and there is no
lack of evidence for the same,” he added.Rashtriya Janata
Dal MP Manoj Kumar Jha said that after making
“Islamophobic remarks, the prime minister has now
started talking of a secular civil code”. “The most worry-
ing aspect is that in his 11th year, the PM couldn’t under-
stand that he is the PM of the country, and those who
didn’t vote for him or are in Opposition don’t have a sepa-
rate PM. Whenever we have hoped that he will show a
big heart, we have been disappointed. We must under-
stand something which is decent is said in an indecent
manner, then it looks odd and doesn’t suit your post.
Whether it is (you) saying that some want destruction. It
seemed like an election speech. After talking of bhains
(buffalo), mujra and mangalsutra and Islamophobic con-
tent, now you are talking of a secular civil code. Secular-
ism is a process. You will have to go through that,” Jha
said.

Congress objects to Nehru not named in President’s address,
calls it part of campaign to erase him from history

l-i [

The Congress took a strong
objection to Jawaharlal Nehru’s
name not finding mention among
iconic personalities of the inde-
pendence movement in Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu’s address,
alleging it is part of the continu-
ing campaign to erase India’s
first prime minister from history.

GNS News Agency, August 17

jawaharlal nehrult is most unfortunate, to say the
very least, that while there was mention of a number of
iconic personalities of the independence movement in
the President's address to the nation last night, the name
of India's first PM who spent 10 years in British jails was
not mentioned, Ramesh said in a post on X. The Con-
gress Thursday took a strong objection to Jawaharlal
Nehru’s name not finding mention among iconic person-
alities of the independence movement in President
Droupadi Murmu’s address, alleging it is part of the con-
tinuing campaign to erase India’s first prime minister from
history.

Congress General Secretary (In-charge, Communi-
cations) Jairam Ramesh recalled that around midnight

on August 14, 1947, Jawaharlal Nehru delivered his im-
mortal ‘tryst with destiny’ speech in the Central Hall.“Less
known but equally important and illuminating were —
His address to the nation over All India Radio on August
15, 1947, which he began by describing himself as the
‘first servant of the Indian people’. His message to the
nation, printed in the newspapers on the morning of Au-
gust 15 1947,” Ramesh said. This was also the day on
which 14 ministers were sworn in, he further recalled.

“Apart from Nehru and Sardar Patel, they were
Rajendra Prasad, Maulana Azad, Dr. Ambedkar, Syama
Prasad Mookerjee, Jagjivan Ram, Rajkumari Amrit Kaur,
Sardar Baldev Singh, C.H. Bhabha, John Mathai, R K
Shanmukham Chetty, N V Gadgil, and Rafi Ahmed Kidwai.
Less than four weeks later, KC Neogy and Gopalaswami
Ayyangar were also sworn in. What an incredible Cabi-
net overflowing with such brilliant personalities!” he said. |t
is most unfortunate, to say the very least, that while there
was mention of a number of iconic personalities of the
independence movement in the President’s address to
the nation last night, the name of India’s first PM who
spent 10 years in British jails was not mentioned, Ramesh
said in a post on X.“It is clearly part of the continuing
campaign to erase and eliminate him from our history,”
the Congress leader said.

In her address, Murmu had said that different tradi-
tions and values that had continued to live on beneath
the surface found new expressions in several genera-
tions of great leaders.“Unifying the diversity of traditions
and their expressions was Mahatma Gandhi, Father of
the Nation and our lodestar. Alongside, there were great
leaders like Sardar Patel, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
and Babasaheb Ambedkar as well as Bhagat Singh,
Chandrashekhar Azad and many others,” she said.“lt was
a nationwide movement, in which all communities par-
ticipated. Among tribals, there were Tilka Manijhi, Birsa
Munda, Laxman Naik and Phulo- Jhano, among many
more whose sacrifices are now being appreciated. We
have started celebrating the birth anniversary of Bhagwan
Birsa Munda as Janjatiya Gaurav Divas. Celebrations of
his 150th birth anniversary next year will be an opportu-
nity to further honour his contribution to the national re-
awakening,” Murmu had said.

140 crore Indians want
Hindus, minorities to be safe
in Bangladesh’: PM Modii in

Independence Day speec

GNS News Agency, August 17

At a time when Hindus and minorities in Bangladesh
have borne the brunt of numerous attacks, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, speaking from the ramparts of the
Red Fort on the 78th Independence Day Thursday, called
for peace.“l hope things will soon be normal in
Bangladesh. 140-crore people want that Hindus, and
minorities there be safe. We want that our neighbouring
countries tread the path of peace and happiness,” PM
Modi said.The PM added that India will always be sup-
portive of Bangladesh’s growth and development.

Bangladesh’s minority Hindus have faced more than
200 attacks in 50-odd districts since the fall of Sheikh
Hasina’s Awami League government on August 5. As
policing collapsed, at least five people were reported
killed in attacks on Hindu families, institutions, and
temples.According to Bangladesh’s 2022 census, a little
more than 13.1 million Hindus reside in the country, mak-
ing up for 7.96% of the country’s population. Other mi-
norities (Buddhists, Christians, etc.) together constituted
less than 1%.In an attempt to reach out to the Hindu com-
munity, Chief Advisor Muhammad Yunus, who is head-
ing the interim government, also reached out on Tues-
day with a visit to the Dhakeshwari Temple where he met
community leaders and assured “justice” and “equal
rights” for all.

“Rights are equal for everyone. We are all one people
with one right. Do not make any distinctions among us.
Please assist us. Exercise patience, and later judge —
what we were able to do and not do. If we fail, then criticise
us,” Yunus said, after meeting minority leaders. He said
the administration would work towards a situation where
Hindus and other minorities don’t have to fear for their
safety.On August 8, as Yunus was sworn in, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi had extended his best wishes and
urged him to ensure “the safety and protection of Hindus
and all other minority communities”. This direct reference
to the safety of Hindus and other minorities in Bangladesh
underlined Delhi’s expectations from the new players in
Dhaka.“In our democratic aspirations, we should not be
seen as Muslims, Hindus or Buddhists, but as human
beings. Our rights should be ensured. The root of all prob-
lems lies in the decay of institutional arrangements. That
is why such issues arise. Institutional arrangements need
to be fixed,” Yunus said on Tuesday. “We have to estab-
lish human rights and freedom of speech. That is our
prime goal,” he said.

Maoists kill 16-year-old boy
for being ‘police informer’ in
Chhattisgarh’s Sukma district

GNS News Agency, August 17

A 16-year-old boy was allegedly beaten to death by
Naxalites in Puarti village in Chhattisgarh’s Sukma dis-
trict late Tuesday evening.According to the police,
Soyyam Shankar was killed on suspicion of being a po-
lice informer. Significantly, over a dozen civilians have
been murdered in Naxalite violence in Sukma this year.
Puarti is a Naxal stronghold and home to at least two
dreaded Naxal leaders — Barse Deva, chief of People’s
Liberation Guerrilla Army (PLGA), and his predecessor
Madvi Hidma, now the Maoist commander-in-chief for
South Bastar.Sukma Superintendent of Police Kira
Chavan said Soyyam was still wearing his school uni-
form when he was killed at around 8-9 pm Tuesday.“His
family had shifted to Palnar (in the neighbouring
Dantewada) but he had gone to Puarti to meet his rela-
tives to mourn the death of his sister-in-law,” Chavan said.
The scene of the alleged incident is barely 3 km away
from a new police camp in Puarti. The camp was made in
February after security forces pushed a PLGA unit further
back into the dense Sukma forest.Soyyam’s body was
brought to Sukma district headquarters, where a post-
mortem was conducted at the district hospital. An FIR for
murder has been registered at Jagargunda police sta-
tion, police said.Puarti is a few kilometres from
Tekulagudem, a site of several Naxalite encounters. On
January 31, two elite Commando Battalion for Resolute
Action (CoBRA) commandos and a Central Reserve Po-
lice Force (CRPF) jawan were killed in a gun battle be-
tween security forces and the PLGA in Tekulagudem.In
April 2021, 23 jawans were killed in an encounter with
Maoists in the same forest.

Voluntary organisations set up
20-headed healthcare facilty at
mosue in Sahaheen Nagar

Hyderabad: Voluntary organisations set up 20-bed-
ded healthcare facility at mosque in Sahaheen NagarThe
facility has modern medical equipment including, Oxy-
gen pipeline, Para monitors, defibrillators with a compe-
tent team of doctors and nurses will be managing the
center 24x7.Hyderabad: In a unique initiative, voluntary
organisations collaborated to set-up a 20-bedded
healthcare facility for treatment of seasonal infections at
a mosque in Shaheen Nagar.In view of the acute need
for an inpatient facility to treat seasonal ailments like ty-
phoid, dengue, chikungunya and diarrhea which are
endemic to this area due to poor sanitation, hygiene and
access to clean drinking water, a hospital has been set-
up that also has 5 bedded emergency casualty that can
even handle an acute MI/Heart attack, voluntary
organisations Helping Hand Foundation (HHF) and AMPI-
USA, a charity run by alumni of Osmania and Gandhi

Medical-Gologe
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Govt’s plan to control vegetable prices:
New urban farming clusters to boost supply

GNS News Agency, August 17

vegetable production, vegetable supply, vegetable
prices, vegetable vendor, vegetables, vegetable market,
Indian express news, current affairsUnder the scheme,
support will be provided to select implementing agen-
cies, decentralised cold storage facilities, procurement
of vending trucks/vans and for fruit and vegetable pro-
cessing, a source said.The Centre plans to develop 50
vegetable clusters near cities having over 20 lakh popu-
lation over the next five years with an investment of 2,000
crore to ramp up vegetable production and supply chains
through public private partnership.

According to sources, the Agriculture Ministry is in
the process of drawing up contours of the scheme, which
is expected to be finalised and approved by the Union
Cabinet soon.According to a source, the scheme is ex-
pected to benefit over 2 lakh farmers near big cities and
aimed at providing remunerative prices to them while
curbing the role of middlemen. It also aims to ensure
uninterrupted supply of fresh vegetables at reasonable
prices to consumers, the source said.

The scheme will engage Farmer Producer Organi-
zations (FPOs) and cooperative bodies to control volatil-
ity in prices and supply of tomato, onion and potato. When
there is glut in the market, the crop does not fetch a good
price for farmers, and during shortage, consumers feel
the heat of price rise, the source said.Data released by
the National Statistical Office (NSO) Monday showed that
the food inflation rate slipped to a 13-month low of 5.42%
in July, from 9.36% in June. Food inflation has hovered
between 8-9% during the last eight months as prices of
vegetables, cereals and pulses have stayed consistently
elevated. Among food items, the inflation rate of veg-
etables eased to 6.83% in July from 29.32%.In her Bud-
get speech on July 23, Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman had proposed setting up vegetable clusters
near big cities for ramping up production and supply
chains. “Large-scale clusters for vegetable production
will be developed closer to major consumption centres.
We will promote Farmer Producer Organisations, coop-
eratives and start-ups for vegetable supply chains includ-
ing for collection, storage, and marketing,” Sitharaman
had said.A source said the clusters, to be developed in
partnership with implementation agencies from private
sector, FPS and cooperative bodies for fresh vegetables,
would be set up in a radius of 50 km from cities like New
Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata, Bengaluru and
Hyderabad among others. Consumers can buy veg-
etables in their locality from retail shops and vending
trucks/vans.Under the scheme, support will be provided
to select implementing agencies, decentralised cold stor-
age facilities, procurement of vending trucks/vans and
for fruit and vegetable processing, a source said. The
scheme will have a provision to support the agencies to
set up at least 10 kiosks/retail outlets at 10 strategic loca-
tions in residential areas like apartment complexes, soci-
eties and colonies.

45% Indian-Americans went after 2010,
median age below US average: Report

GNS News Agency, August 17

AROUND HALF of the over 5 million Indians resid-
ing in the United States migrated after 2010. With a me-
dian age of 36 years, the Indian-American community is,
in fact, younger than that of the US average. Also, around
3,20,000 work visas — a staggering 73% of the total work
visas the US allocated in 2022-23 — were issued to
Indians.These findings figure in the latest report of US-
based non-profit organisation Indiaspora, prepared in col-
laboration with the Boston Consulting Group. Titled ‘Small
Community, Big Contributions, Boundless Horizons: The
Indian Diaspora in the United States’, the report takes
note of the ways in which this relatively small community
— 1.5 per cent of the total US population — continues to
have an impact on multiple aspects of American life, from
the economic to the cultural.Quoting data from the Migra-
tion Policy Institute, the impact report says that of the In-
dian diaspora’s 5.1 million people in the US, about 2.8
million are first-generation immigrants. Approximately 30
per cent of them migrated to the US before 2000, while
around 45% made the move after 2010. The community
is largely concentrated in New York State and
California.According to the most recent census, their me-
dian age is 36 years — a bit younger than the median
population of the US as a whole, says the report, which
was released by External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
and US Ambassador to India Eric Garcetti in Delhi on
Tuesday.The median income of the Indian-Americans —
around $136,000 — is almost double than that of the US
average, according to the report.

“Indian-Americans account for only 1.5% of the US
population, yet they continue to have an outsized and
positive impact across different aspects of US society,”
said Indiaspora founder M R Rangaswami.lncidentally,
former PepsiCo CEO and Chairman Indra Nooyi and
former US Ambassador to India Ken Juster are members
of the Steering Committee in preparing the report.While
the United Arab Emirates is home to the largest segment
of the Indian diaspora, the US is home to the second
largest, the report says. The biggest draw for them is the
educational offerings in the US.

According to the report, 78% Indian-Americans hold

bachelor’'s degrees or higher, which outpaces the US
national average of 36%.According to Boston Consult-
ing Group estimates, members of the community contrib-
ute 5-6% ($300 billion) in tax revenues annually, on top
of the $370-$460 billion in annual spending, which trans-
lates into a major economic wave in terms of sales tax,
business growth, and support of employment.From Sili-
con Valley tech giants to global conglomerates, Indian-
origin leaders are steering some of the most influential
companies, the report says.Indian-origin CEOs were at
the helm of 16 Fortune 500 companies in 2023 (3%),
managing enterprises that generated roughly $978 bil-
lion (5%) in revenues and employed 2.5 million people
(9%) across the globe that year.As many as 72 unicorn
startups out of 648 in the US are led by Indian-origin
founders, with their collective value eceeding $195 bil-
lion, employing 55,000 people (approximately 13% of
the unicorn workforce). Quoting a 2020 study by the Na-
tional Bureau of Economic Research and Harvard Uni-
versity, the report says the Indian diaspora’s share of
patents increased from 1.9% in 1975 to 10% in 2019.

Many diaspora members come to the US to study.
According to Open Doors data for 2022-2023, around
2,70,000 students from India pursue graduate and un-
dergraduate degrees in US universities. This accounts
for 25% of the international student population in the US,
says the report.There is a preference for studies in STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics)
subjects among the Indian students, with over 70% en-
rolled in engineering, computer science, or life science
programmes — along with 10% in business/management
programmes — as of 2023. Around 60% of them are en-
rolled in graduate-level programmes.In healthcare, In-
dian-origin physicians comprise 10% of all doctors in the
US, serving 30% of the patients.According to data col-
lected by the Asian American Hotel Owners Association,
Indian Americans own around 60% of all US hotels, gen-
erating $700 billion in revenue and creating over 4 mil-
lion jobs, directly and indirectly. Indian Americans also
own an estimated 35%-50% of all convenience stores in
the US.However, the Pew Research Center estimates
that about 6% of the group lives below the poverty line —
with the complexities of undocumented migration com-
prising a significant contributing factor. Approximately
14% Indian-Americans were undocumented in 2021,
making them the third-largest undocumented migrant
group in the country.The report is the first volume in a
series to look at the impact of the Indian diaspora, with a
focus on public service, business, culture and innova-
tion. In addition to various statistics, the project also pro-
files the diaspora leaders across economic and cultural
areas.

Indian Army to procure cutting-edge tech
to detect enemy drones near border areas

GNS News Agency, August 17

Army to procure advanced system to detect enemy
dronesParameters such as range of detection and other
technical parameters will be submitted by the vendors
when they submit their bids.The Indian Army is set to
procure an advanced version of the Integrated Drone
Detection and Interdiction system (MK 1lA) to counter the
growing threats from unmanned aerial systems, particu-
larly along the western and northern borders.As per the
Army, the proposed system should have a surveillance,
detection and tracking capability, microprocessor for com-
puting a targeting solution and a LASER weapon system
for hard kill or destruction and jamming capability for soft
kill or denial. A Request for Information (RFI) was pub-
lished last month by the Army to seek details about the
system from prospective vendors.

The fresh RFI comes within months after the Army
inducted indigenous integrated drone detection and in-
terdiction systems in the northern border along the China
border in the northern sector and is reflective of the ef-
forts to develop and procure counter drone systems in
the wake of an increase in threats from enemy unmanned
aerial systems.Developed by Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO) and Bharat Electron-
ics, the Army Air Defence had got seven of these sys-
tems, five of which were inducted for deployment close to
the northern borders. These systems too had both soft
and hard kill options.

Apart from these indigenous systems, other impro-
vised systems with different counter-UAS capabilities
have been deployed by the Armed Forces. This includes
prototypes of laser-based systems developed indig-
enously with Army Air Defence, improvised versions of
ZU-23 and L/70 guns for drone detection and killing, ad-
hoc handled jammers, low-level lightweight radars,
among others. The Armed Forces have inducted anti-
drone systems from Indian private firms and the Israeli
SMASH 2000 plus systems to tackle enemy drone
threats.Parameters such as range of detection and other
technical parameters will be submitted by the vendors
when they submit their bids. However, the RFI states that
it should have a radar system that should be able to de-
tect and track low RCS targets, and assist in designation
of the hostile targets to the weapon system

EC reviews J-K security situation with
Home Secy for holding Assembly polls

GNS News Agency, August 17

THE ELECTION Commission Wednesday held a
meeting with Union Home Secretary Ajay Bhalla to re-
view the security situation and the requirement of forces
for holding Assembly elections in Jammu and Kashmir.EC
sources said the deployment of forces would be “over
and above” that for the Lok Sabha polls held earlier this
year.The commission, comprising Chief Election Com-
missioner Rajiv Kumar, Election Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar and Election Commissioner Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu, had visited the Union Territory last week to re-
view preparations on the ground. On Wednesday, the
EC met Bhalla and discussed the possible increase in

the number of security personnel for the Assembly polls
compared to the Lok Sabha polls, sources said.

Given the security situation in the UT, all candidates
would require security cover, leading to an increase in
the requirement, sources said. The Assembly elections
are also expected to be more contested, they said.The
EC’s review also took into account the recent spike in
terror activities in Jammu, sources said.Since the last As-
sembly elections in J&K were held in 2014, the more-
recent Lok Sabha elections would be taken as the bench-
mark for deciding force deployment, said an official.

While upholding the abrogation of Article 370, the
Supreme Court last year had directed the Election Com-
mission to hold Assembly elections in J&K by September
30, 2024. Ahead of the deadline, the EC has started the
process of preparing the updated electoral roll, which is
scheduled to be published on August 20. The ongoing
Amarnath Yatra pilgrimage is scheduled to end on Au-
gust 19.Speaking at a press conference in Jammu last
week, the CEC said the commission was committed to
holding Assembly elections in the UT at the earliest.
Jammu and Kashmir hasn’t had Assembly elections since
2014 and had no Assembly since it was dissolved in
2018. If held, the upcoming elections would be the first in
10 years and the first since the state was split into two
Union Territories — Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh — in
2019.

Amid growing Ukraine threat, India
issues advisory to nationals in Russia:
“Temporarily relocate to safer areas’

GNS News Agency, August 17

The Embassy of India in Russia issued an advisory
on Wednesday for Indian nationals living in the Bryansk,
Belgorod, and Kursk regions.The advisory states that citi-
zens, including students, residing in these regions are
advised to temporarily relocate to safer areas due to re-
cent "security incidents" following the intensification of
the Russia-Ukraine war.

The advisory was issued shortly after Russia's
Belgorod border region declared an emergency due to
heavy shelling by Ukrainian forces, who are continuing a
major cross-border incursion into the adjacent Kursk re-
gion for a second week. An emergency had already been
declared in Kursk last Saturday after Ukrainian forces
launched an incursion on August 6, marking a significant
escalation in the conflict, with both sides reporting casu-
alties and territorial gains."In view of the recent security
incidents in Bryansk, Belgorod and Kursk regions, Indian
nationals are advised to take necessary precautions and
temporarily relocate outside these regions," the Indian
embassy stated.For those needing assistance or guid-
ance, the embassy has provided a dedicated email ad-
dress and telephone number. "Any Indian national or stu-
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dent requiring any assistance may contact the Embassy
at email: edul.rnoscow@mea.gov.in or telephone num-
ber +7 965 277 3414," the advisory added.Russia's De-
fence Ministry reported that overnight, 117 Ukrainian
drones were intercepted and shot down within its terri-
tory, primarily in the Kursk, Voronezh, Belgorod, and
Nizhny Novgorod regions.The ministry also stated that
missiles had been downed and released footage of Sukhoi
Su-34 bombers targeting Ukrainian positions in the Kursk
region.

Over 800 birth certificates issued from single
ID in UP village in 2 years, probe ordered

GNS News Agency, August 17

Authorities in Uttar Pradesh’s Hathras have found
out that a single user ID from a village was used to issue
birth certificates for 814 individuals in multiple states in
less than two years, prompting them to launch a
probe.Officials said Sinchawali Sani village has a popu-
lation of roughly 1,100. However, over the last 19 months,
a total of 814 birth certificates were issued using the
village’s user ID for the Civil Registration System (CRS).

“These certificates have been issued not only for
residents of Uttar Pradesh but also for individuals in other
states, including Jharkhand, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh,
Haryana and Karnataka,” an official said.“So far, it has
been found that 780 certificates were issued in Uttar
Pradesh, 13 in Jharkhand, 12 in Bihar, four each in
Madhya Pradesh and Haryana, and one was issued in
Karnataka. The number of such cases may increase as
the investigation progresses,” the official said.Gram
Panchayat Officer Ishwar Chand, who is responsible for
Sinchawali Sani, said he received access to the CRS
portal on August 5.“By then, 814 birth certificates were
already issued through the ID. All of these certificates
listed Sinchawali Sani as the place of birth,” Chand, who
reported the matter to senior officials, said.District Magis-
trate Ashish Kumar said a probe has been initiated.Chief
Medical Officer (CMO) of Hathras Dr Manjeet Singh, who
has been tasked with leading the investigation, said ef-
forts are on to determine how the ID was leaked.“The ID
was recently assigned to the panchayat secretary of
Sinchawali Sani. The inquiry will focus on uncovering
the source of the leak and the extent of the misuse,” he
added.

Lawyers protest senior advocate’s remarks
against Manipur High Court, stage protest

GNS News Agency,
August 17

Meitei alleged that the
senior advocate had acted
beyond his professional
ethics by speaking at the
behest of a particular com-
munity and giving contemp-
tuous remarks against the
High Court.Meitei alleged
that the senior advocate
had acted beyond his pro-
fessional ethics by speak-
ing at the behest of a par-
ticular community and giv-
ing contemptuous remarks
against the High Court.

The legal fraternity in where they organised a sit-
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Manipur on Wednesday
organised a protest under
the aegis of All Manipur
Bar Association (AMBA)
denouncing the statement
of senior advocate Colin
Gonsalves who allegedly
made contemptuous re-
marks lowering the author-
ity of the High Court.

A large number of law-

yers converged in front of
Cheirap court, Imphal,

in demonstration holding
placards like “Stop Instigat-
ing Kuki-Zo, Stop Instigat-
ing Violence”, “Save Com-
munal Harmony, Save
Manipur” and “Stop Attack
on Honourable Manipur
High Court”.Puyam
Tomcha Meitei, president of
AMBA, said, the remark of
the senior advocate is un-
called for when peace is
gradually returning to the

state.Meitei alleged that the
senior advocate had acted
beyond his professional
ethics by speaking at the
behest of a particular com-
munity and giving contemp-
tuous remarks against the
High Court.The AMBA
president further informed
that the legal fraternity
would move the High Court
for a criminal contempt
case against Gonsalves

besides petitioning the
state to register an FIR. In
addition, the state legal fra-
ternity will also apprise the
Supreme Court to take
steps against the senior
advocate.Gonsalves, the
founder of the Human
Rights Law Network, alleg-
edly made the remarks at
an event held at the Con-
stitution Club of India, New
Delhi, on March 8, 2024.
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CBI summons 5 doctors for
interrogation; 9 held in vandalism incident

GNS News Agency, August 17

The CBI has requested the call details of the civic
volunteer arrested in the rape and murder of a trainee
doctor in Kolkata.The special crime branch of the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) in Kolkata summoned five
doctors on Thursday for interrogation in connection with
the rape and murder of a post-graduate trainee last week.

The crime branch team also questioned the officer-
in-charge of Tala police station, which has jurisdiction
over the area where the incident took place.Abhijit Mondal,
the officer-in-charge at Tala police station, was seen ar-
riving at the CBI special crime branch office earlier today,
intensifying the focus on the local police’s role in the case.

A large group of unidentified men stormed into the
hospital around 12.40 am in the middle of the junior doc-
tors’ ongoing agitation. The attackers vandalised the
emergency department and nursing station and did not
spare the medicines stores.They also damaged CCTV
cameras and ransacked a stage where junior doctors
had been demonstrating since August 9.The police re-
sorted to lathi-charge and lobbed tear gas shells to dis-

perse the mob.TMC national general secretary Abhishek
Banerjee condemned the vandalism at RG Kar as ex-
ceeding "all acceptable limits," urging Kolkata Police
Commissioner Vineet Goyal to arrest everyone respon-
sible "within the next 24 hours, regardless of their politi-
cal affiliations."Goyal said an investigation is underway
and mentioned that a "malicious media campaign" might
have exacerbated the situation.

"My men have also been injured in the attack... What
have police not done to crack this case? But there has
been a malicious media campaign that has been going
on," he said.A mobile forensic unit from the West Bengal
Police arrived at the hospital’s emergency ward on Thurs-
day to gather evidence.West Bengal chief minister
Mamata Banerjee said that those who vandalised RG
Kar Hospital were not connected to the student move-
ment.

“They are outsiders. | have seen as many videos, |
have three videos as | can see, in which some people are
holding national flags, they are BJP people, and some
are DYFI are holding white and red flags,” she
alleged.Banerjee also commended the police for their
restraint during the chaotic event.“Yesterday, the police
were also attacked...Police were attacked... | would like
to congratulate them that they did not lose patience, they
did not hurt anyone,” she added.Governor Bose visited
the hospital on Thursday afternoon to assess the situa-
tion and spoke with agitating doctors."Yesterday's van-
dalism is a shame to civil society. It's a shame to all of
humanity that young girls are not protected. This blood-
bath cannot be allowed anymore. This must stop," Bose
told reporters.He added, "I am with you and we will work
together to solve this. | assure you justice. My ears and
eyes are open."

'Certain political parties...’: Mamata Banerjee on
mob attack at Kolkata's RG Kar Hospltal

GNS News Agency, August 17

Mamata Banerjee on Thursday claimed ‘certain po-
litical parties’ were behind the mob attack at Kolkata's
RG Kar Medical College and Hospital, where doctors are
protesting the August 9 rape and murder of a junior
doctor.The West Bengal chief minister also stated that
she has ‘no complaints’ against the striking medics.

“Police are looking into the matter. | don't have any
complaints against the students or the agitating doctors.
But there are certain political parties trying to foment
trouble. If you go through the video (of the attack), you will
get to see what happened,” she told reporters, according
to PTI.According to India Today, Banerjee specifically
named opposition BJP and Left as having orchestrated
the violence.”l saw flags of the Left and BJP...the way
they attacked the police. One of my officers-in-charge
was missing for one hour. Later, he was found wounded.
But the police did not list the patients. They did not use
force. We have done a lot of aandolan (agitation) and
never done things like that inside hospital,” it quoted the
Trinamool Congress supremo as saying.

Banerjee's statement came a day after she alleged
that the opposition was trying to ‘capture power’ in West
Bengal through ‘Bangladesh-like protests’ in the RG Kar

i

case.On August 5, Sheikh Hasina was ousted as
Bangladesh's prime minister following a month-long stu-
dent-led uprising against her.The midnight attack on the
RG Kar Hospital unfolded shortly after women in Kolkata
and other cities of West Bengal, participated in a ‘Re-
claim the Night’ protest over the trainee medic's rape and
murder.The case is being probed by the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) on directions of the Calcutta high
court, which transferred the investigation to the federal
agency from Kolkata Police.

Assam police launch search ops after
ULFA-I claim bombs planted across state

GNS News Agency, August 17

According to the police, the outfit purportedly sent
an email to several media houses, after which the news
became public, creating panic among the
peopleGuwahati: The Assam police on Friday launched
a massive search operation after the United Liberation of
Asom-Independent (ULFA-I), a banned insurgent
organisation, claimed they had placed 24 bombs across
the state on independence day, officials said.Officials said
that during the searches, which were carried out by bomb
squads, several bomb-like items were recovered, add-
ing that no blasts occurred at any place.

According to the police, the outfit purportedly sent
an email to several media houses, after which the news
became public, creating panic among the people.In the
email, the outfit mentioned the areas where the so-called
bombs were placed, said police. It named two locations
in Sibsagar and Lakhimpur, one in Lakuwa, Dibrugarh,
Laluk, Borghat, Nagaon, Nalbari, and Tamulpur, and eight
locations in Guwahati.The outfit stated that bombs were
placed at five other places in Tinsukia, Dibrugarh,
Golaghat, and Sarupathar but did not specify their exact
locations. However, it asserted that the bombs did not
explode due to “technical failure”.According to a state-

ment from ULFA-I's publicity wing, the blasts were sched-
uled to take place between 6am and 12pm on indepen-
dence day, but it did not happen due to technical failure
and urged the public to find the bombs and deactivate
them.In a post on X, Assam police chief GP Singh said
that at two places in Guwahati, suspicious articles were
found by the bomb disposal squad. He added that these
articles did not have ignition devices. “The substance
inside is being sent for forensic/chemical examination”.
He added that similar articles were recovered from
Lakhimpur, Sibsagar, Nalbari, and Nagaon, which have
been safely disposed of.

2 IED-like objects found in Guwahati after
ULFA(I) claims 24 bombs planted across Assam

GNS News Agency, August 17

The banned militant outfit United Liberation Front of
Asom (ULFA) (Independent) on Thursday claimed to have
planted bombs at 24 locations across Assam, triggering
a massive search operation by security forces.In an email
sent to media houses, the anti-peace talk faction of ULFA
asserted that the bombs failed to detonate due to "techni-
cal failure" and urged public cooperation in defusing the
explosives.While it provided details for 19 specific loca-
tions, the oultfit said the locations of five more explosives
could not be ascertained.The Assam Police swung into
action, deploying bomb disposal squads, metal detec-
tors, and sniffer dogs to all the locations identified in the
email."Bomb disposal squads, metal detectors and sniffer
dogs have been dispatched to every location. So far we
have not got any information on recovery of bombs," a
senior officer at Assam Police headquarters said.Of the
24 locations named by ULFA(l), eight are in Guwahati,
including an open field at Last Gate in Dispur, near the
official residences of Assam chief minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma and other ministers.Other areas mentioned in the
email include Satgaon Road near the Army cantonment
in Narengi, as well as Ashram Road, Panbazar, Jorabat,
Bhetapara, Maligaon, and Rajgarh.While the police
couldn't find any suspicious objects at six locations, they

recovered two IED-like objects in Panbazaar and Gandhi
Basti.“We thoroughly searched eight locations. Out of
these locations, we could not find any suspicious objects
in six of them, however, in Panbazaar and Gandhi Basti,
we found two IED-like objects,” Guwahati Commissioner
of Police Diganta Barah told reporters.Sivasagar,
Dibrugarh, Lakhimpur, Nagaon, Nalbari, Tamulpur,
Tinsukia and Golaghat districts were also named by
ULFA(l) in its list of 24 locations. Police have closed all
roads in and around the places mentioned in the mail.
Senior police officials have rushed to all the places and
are monitoring the search operations.

‘Deploy central forces at RG Kar Hospital’: BJP's
Suvendu Adhikari urges Union home secretary

GNS News Agency, August 17

BJP's Suvendu Adhikari, Leader of Opposition (LoP)
in the West Bengal assembly, on Thursday sought de-
ployment of central paramilitary forces at the RG Kar Medi-
cal College and Hospital, following the ‘mob attack’ at
the Kolkata-based institute.

In a letter to Union home secretary Ajay Kumar
Bhalla, he claimed that ‘goons’ sent by the state's
Trinamool Congress government, attacked the hospital
to ‘destroy’ evidence of last week's rape-murder of a

trainee doctor, an incident that has led to protests by the
country's medical fraternity.

“The WB Govt and @KolkataPolice have turned RG
Medical College and Hospital into a stinky quagmire by
firstly allowing culprits to establish their fiefdom of crime
and now allowing TMC goons to stomp upon the whole
premises to destroy evidence (whatever was left of it)
and scare the protesting Doctors,” Adhikari wrote on X
(formerly Twitter) along with a screenshot of his letter.The
former Trinamool member further stated that in a display
of ‘perversity,” the ‘unruly’ mob also tried to enter the girls'
hostel at midnight when the policemen ‘took refuge in-
side the toilets.”l have written to the Hon'ble Home Sec-
retary; Ministry of Home Affairs; Shri Ajay Kumar Bhalla
and Hon'ble Director, Central Bureau of Investigation re-
garding the vandalism that took place at R G Kar Medical
College and Hospital and requested them to deploy Cen-
tral Armed Paramilitary Forces to prevent further destruc-
tion of evidence at R G Kar,” he added.The vandalism
unfolded shortly after women in Kolkata and other cities
of West Bengal, at 11:55pm on Wednesday, the eve of
India's 78th Independence Day, held a ‘Reclaim the Night’
protest against the rape-murder of the medic.

Landslide on Vaishno Devi route amid heavy rain
in Katra, yatra resumes via alternate path

GNS News Agency, August 17

A landslide occurred on the Shree Mata Vaishno
Devi Yatra route near southern Deori in Jammu, causing
a temporary disruption for pilgrims en route to the re-
vered shrine.The incident, which took place amid heavy
rainfall in the region, did not result in any injuries.The
Yatra has now resumed from the alternate route, Shrine
Board officials said. They are closely monitoring the situ-
ation at the landslide site, the officials added.The India
Meteorological Department (IMD) reported that Jammu
and Kashmir received heavy to very heavy rainfall at iso-
lated places over the last 24 hours. Katra, located at the
base of the Trikuta Hill where the Vaishno Devi shrine is
situated, recorded 13 cm of rainfall. More rainfall is ex-
pected across the Jammu division until August 16, ac-
cording to the IMD.Jammu division is expected to receive
more rainfall till August 16.Stampede at Mata Vaishno
Devi cave shrine: HC directs registry to trace & scan state-
ment of facts filed by UT admnEarlier today, a cloudburst
in the Bandipora district of Jammu and Kashmir triggered
a flash flood, submerging many areas. However, there
were no reports of casualties.Weather forecastThe
Srinagar Meteorological Centre had issued an advisory
predicting light to moderate rainfall across Jammu and
Kashmir. The advisory warned of "light to moderate rain/
thundershower at most places of J&K on August 15" and
similar weather conditions extending into the early morn-

LI

ing of August 16-20.Fairly W|despread to widespread light
to moderate rainfall is expected over Himachal Pradesh
and Uttarakhand, with scattered to fairly widespread rain-
fall across Jammu and Kashmir, Haryana, Chandigarh,
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, and Rajasthan over the next four to
five days, according to the IMD.Isolated heavy rainfall is
also likely over Punjab, Haryana-Chandigarh, and East
Rajasthan on August 14 and 15, with the Jammu division
expected to receive similar weather from August 14 to
16. Himachal Pradesh is predicted to experience heavy
rainfall from August 14 to 18, while Uttarakhand could
see intermittent showers from August 14 to 20. Isolated
very heavy rainfall is also expected over East Rajasthan
on August 14.

Bangladesh developments ‘clear reminder of how
precious liberty is for us’: CJI D' Y Chandrachud

GNS News Agency, August 17

Chief Justice of India (CJI) D Y Chandrachud on
Thursday said that the happenings in Bangladesh are “a
clear reminder of how precious liberty is for us” and cited
the Emergency to underline why “it is important that we
dwell on the stories of the past to remind ourselves how
precious liberty is”.He was speaking at the Independence
Day celebrations organised by the Supreme Court Bar
Association.

CJI Chandrachud said that in one of Rabindranath
Tagore’s poems, two birds, one of them caged, engage
in a conversation, where one bird asks the other, “Would
you prefer the security of being caged to the uncertainty
of freedom?” He added, “Our Constitution made the
choice for us. We chose in 1950, the uncertainty of free-
dom. And what is happening today, say in Bangladesh,
is a clear reminder of how precious liberty is for us”.CJI
Chandrachud went on to add, “Many of the young law-
yers today or most of them are the post-Independence
generation. | am myself, | am the post-independence gen-
eration. But many of you are the post-Emergency gen-
eration. Therefore, it is very easy to take freedom for
granted. It is simple to take liberty for granted, but it is
important that we dwell on the stories of the past to re-
mind ourselves how precious liberty is and what an im-
portant role which we as judges and lawyers play at our
institution for the preservation of liberty.”The CJI said that
when India attained independence in 1947, the first task
was for the Constituent Assembly to devise a Constitu-
tion that would serve the goals of a social revolution and
a national renaissance.

“Our Constitution put the marginalised and the dis-
enfranchised front and centre in our national project of
emancipation. It ushered in a reign of deliberative de-
mocracy inspired by the ideals of justice, liberty, equality
and fraternity. And to meet these aims, the Constitution
weaved an intricate network of democratic institutions. It
established a representative, responsive and responsible
government premised on parliamentary democracy and
universal adult franchise,” he said.“These ideas were no
less than revolutionary for a country coming out of the

et

brutal clutches of colonialism. But our nation builders
charted on a historic experiment of democracy — the larg-
est to ever be conducted anywhere in the world. They did
so because they realised the vitality of democratic institu-
tions and universal adult franchise,” CJI Chandrachud
added.The CJI said that the “freedom struggle allowed
us to reimagine the framework of our governance...many
lawyers gave up their lucrative legal practices and dedi-
cated themselves to the cause of the nation. They were
instrumental, not only in achieving freedom for India but
also in establishing a fiercely independent judiciary.”

He added that the “task of patriotic lawyers did not
end with India achieving her independence. Lawyers and
the Bar have been a constant force of good in our country
even after independence.”The CJI said, “As a judge for
the past 24 years, | can keep my hand on my heart and
say that the work of the courts reflects the struggles of
ordinary Indians navigating the rough and tumble of their
daily lives.”Pointing out that a modern judiciary requires
an accessible and inclusive infrastructure, he said that in
the last six months, the Supreme Court took many
infrastructural initiatives. He, however, added that the
work has only begun and much more is in store.CJI
Chandrachud said that he is “of the firm opinion that the
legal community has a responsibility to keep the moral
consciousness of our society and the courts”. “The Bar
has been responsible for the direction of many important
constitutional and legal developments in our country which
have furthered the aspirations of our freedom fighters,”
he added.

Nalin Prabhat appointed Special
DG of Jammu and Kashmir

GNS News Agency, August 17Hyderabad: One of
the top notch counter-terrorism experts in the country,
Nalin Prabhat, has been appointed as the Special Direc-
tor General of Police of Jammu and Kashmir with imme-
diate effect and till September 30, 2024. The IPS officer of
1992 batch will take over as the Director General of Po-
lice, after the retirement of the current DGP of Kashmir
RR Swain on September 30.

Nalin Prabhat’s posting as the Special DG ‘with im-
mediate effect’ comes at a crucial juncture, as militancy
in Jammu and Kashmir is believed to be resurfacing with
intensified attacks on the Army personnel in the recent
times. Known for his tough stand against subversive ele-
ments, Nalin Prabhat served in the maoist affected areas
of Telangana, Andhra Pradesh and Chhattisgarh in vari-

ous capacities and is considered as one of the driving
forces for containing the left wing extremism in different
parts of the country.The highly decorated officer is cur-
rently serving as the Director General of the elite Na-
tional Security Guards (NSG). Just a day before the Ap-
pointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) has issued
orders curtailing his service as the NSG Chief and later
his inter-cadre deputation from Andhra Pradesh to
Arunachal Pradesh — Goa — Mizoram and Union Territo-
ries (AGMU) for three years was cleared by the Ministry
of Home Affairs.

The 55-year-old officer is a highly decorated with
three Gallantry medals and had a long stint in Kashmir as
the CRPF’s IG and Additional DG operations. While in
Andhra Pradesh cadre, he served as SP of Karimnagar,
Warangal and Andhra Pradesh Grey Hounds.
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Myanmar's Aung San Suu Kyi's house
auctioned again, no bids received

The bidding was set at 300 billion kyats -- around
$140 million -- at the auction, according to the junta's

official exchange rate of 2,100 kyat to the
dollar.Myanmar's Aung San Suu Kyi's mansion goes with-
out any bids at a second auction attempt

The lakeside mansion where Myanmar democracy
leader Aung San Suu Kyi spent years under house arrest
was put up for auction for the second time on Thursday
but once again attracted no bids, AFP reporters said.The
two-storey house and 1.9 acres of land were put up for
sale following a decades-long dispute over the property
between the Nobel laureate -- who has been detained
since a 2021 military coup -- and her brother.The auction
set the floor for bidding at 300 billion kyats --around 140
million US Dollars at the junta's official exchange rate of
2,100 kyat to the dollar.Similar-sized properties in up-
market Yangon neighbourhoods might go for around one
or two million dollars, a local realtor told AFP in

March.Ahead of the auction, a small crowd of mostly jour-
nalists gathered outside the colonial-era house on leafy
University Avenue, a few doors from the US
embassy.Above the gate, a portrait of Suu Kyi's father,
independence hero Aung San, watched over the pro-
ceedings while armed police stood guard behind
sandbags.A notice pasted to the door by a local court
advertised "Buildings and every heirloom under the name
of Daw Khin Kyi" -- Suu Kyi's mother.An auctioneer came
out of the compound and asked three times for any buy-
ers, then announced the auction was unsuccessful when
none came forward.For around 15 years, Suu Kyi was
confined within the house's crumbling walls by the mili-
tary after shooting to fame during huge demonstrations
against the then-junta in 1988.

Cut off from her husband and children in England,
Suu Kyi spent time playing the piano, reading detective
novels and meditating as her status as a democracy leader
grew.Hundreds gathered regularly on the pavement out-
side the property to hear her talk about democracy and
fighting military rule through non-violence.After her re-
lease in 2010, she continued to live in the villa, where
she received a string of foreign leaders, journalists and
diplomats.In 2012, then-US president Barack Obama
lionised her as an "icon of democracy" during a visit to
the home.Suu Kyi left Yangon in 2012 and moved to the
capital Naypyidaw to govern as part of an uneasy power-
sharing arrangement with the military.She was detained
there in the early hours of February 1, 2021 when the
military seized power again, ending a 10-year experi-
ment with democracy and plunging the Southeast Asian
nation into bloody turmoil.

Russian-American woman jailed for 12
years for donating $50 to Ukraine charity

GNS News Agency, August 17

The woman, who pleaded guilty to the charges, was
accused of sending money to fund equipment and am-
munition for the Ukrainian army.Image shows US-Rus-
sian citizen Ksenia Karelina standing in a cage at the
Sverdlovsk regional Court.A Russian court has sentenced
Ksenia Karelina, a 33-year-old Russian-American
woman, to 12 years in prison on charges of treason after
she made a small donation of just over 50 US Dollars to
a US-based charity that supports Ukraine.The verdict was
delivered after a closed trial at the Sverdlovsk regional
court, following Karelina's detention earlier this year while
she was visiting her grandparents.Karelina, who pleaded
guilty to the charges, was accused of sending money to
fund equipment and ammunition for the Ukrainian army,
according to RIA Novosti.Her lawyer, Mikhail Mushailov,
has indicated plans to appeal the decision.

The sentencing comes just days after a major pris-
oner swap between Russia and Western countries, which
saw the release of 24 individuals, including former US
Marine Paul Whelan and Wall Street Journal reporter
Evan Gershkovich.The Russian government has recently
increased penalties for treason, with President Viadimir
Putin raising the maximum sentence from 20 years to life
imprisonment last year amid the ongoing war.Karelina, a
resident of Los Angeles who became a US citizen in 2021,
was visiting Russia for the first time in several years. Her

boyfriend, Chris Van Heerden, revealed that she had
been excited about the trip, which he had arranged as a
birthday gift. Van Heerden emphasised that Karelina was
not politically engaged and had never spoken about the
conflict between Russia and Ukraine.The New York-
based non-profit Razom for Ukraine, the organisation to
which Karelina allegedly donated, expressed its dismay
at her arrest and conviction.The case has drawn signifi-
cant attention, particularly due to the court's involvement
in previous high-profile cases, including the conviction of
Evan Gershkovich for espionage.Karelina's legal team
remains hopeful for a potential inclusion in a future pris-
oner swap, although her lawyer acknowledges that such
negotiations cannot proceed until the verdict is finalised.

Bangladesh court begins genocide
probe against Sheikh Hasina

The International Crimes Tribunal of Bangladesh
launched an investigation against former PM Sheikh
Hasina and nine others on charges of genocide and
crimes against humanity that took place from July 15 to
August 5 during student-led mass protests.

Bangladesh's International Crimes Tribunal has
started an investigation against former prime minister
Sheikh Hasina and nine others on charges of genocide
and crimes against humanity that took place from July 15
to August 5 during students' mass movement against her
government.A complaint was filed on Wednesday with
the investigation agency of Bangladesh's International
Crimes Tribunal against Hasina, Awami League general
secretary and former road transport and bridges minister
Obaidul Quader, former home minister Asaduzzaman
Khan Kamal, and several other prominent figures within
the party.The complainant's lawyer Gazi MH Tamim con-
firmed on Thursday that the Tribunal started the probe,
The Dhaka Tribune newspaper reported.He said the in-
vestigation agency started the investigation on Wednes-
day night.The Hasina-led Awami League along with its
affiliated organisations is also named in the petition.The
petition was filed by Bulbul Kabir, the father of Arif Ahmed
Siam, a Class IX student who was killed during the anti-
discrimination student movement.

Kabir's application accuses Hasina and others of
orchestrating a violent crackdown on student protestors,
resulting in widespread casualties and human rights
violations.The complaint came on a day when the interim
government said that the murders conducted within the
period from July 1 to August 5 would be tried by the Inter-
national Crimes Tribunal.

Separately, a case of enforced disappearance was
filed on Wednesday against Hasina and several others,
including former ministers of her cabinet, on the charge
of kidnapping a lawyer in 2015.0n Tuesday, a murder
case was filed against Hasina and six others over the
death of a grocery shop owner during last month's violent
clashes that led to the fall of her government.Meanwhile,
a Dhaka court on Thursday asked police to submit by
September 15 the probe report of the case filed against
Hasina and six others over the death of grocery shop
owner Abu Saeed in police firing in the capital's

Mohammadpur area during the quota protests on July
19.Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate Md Zaki Al Farabi set
the date after the case was placed before his court for the
next course of action.The student-led protests demand-
ing reforms in government job quotas evolved into a gov-
ernment-toppling movement in early August.Over 230
people died in Bangladesh in the incidents of violence
that erupted across the country following the fall of the
Hasina government on August 5, taking the death toll to
560 during the three weeks of violence.Following
Hasina’s resignation, a caretaker government led by
Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus was formed in the
country, promising to address administrative and politi-
cal reforms and hold accountable those involved in the
violence.

Resignations of officials
close to Sheikh Hasina
legal, says Yunus

Dhaka: The head of Bangladesh’s interim govern-
ment, Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus, says the high-
profile resignations of authorities close to ousted Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina are legal after student leaders
who organised protests against Hasina’s government is-
sued ultimatums for them to quit.“Legally ... all the steps
were taken,” Yunus, 83, told a group of journalists Sun-
day night. The country’s chief justice, five justices and
central bank governor have all resigned in the past few
days, part of a dramatic transformation after weeks of
protests against a quota system for government jobs
turned into a mass uprising. Hasina resigned and fled to
India last week.Yunus said a key priority of the interim
government is to restore the independence of the judi-
ciary. He called former chief justice Obaidul Hassan “just
a hangman”. Syed Refaat Ahmed was appointed the new
chief justice on Sunday after his name was proposed by
student leaders of the protests.Students vow to cleanse
the political system of Hasina’s rule, which they have
denounced as autocratic. More than 300 people, includ-
ing students and police officers, were killed in the weeks
of violence. Yunus took over on Thursday after student
leaders reached out. He said the students told him he
was the only one they could trust.He said he accepted
“because these are the guys who broke the local govern-
ment,” describing it as a “student-led revolution”. “It’'s not
my dream, it’s their dream. So I'm kind of helping them to
make it come true,” Yunus said.The interim government
is expected to announce a new election, but it is not clear
when it will be held. Yunus had been a longtime critic of
Hasina and her government. An economist and banker
by profession and known as the “banker to the poorest of

Iranian woman 'shows hair in
public while driving', cops shoot her

GNS News Agency, August 17

On a darkened road beside the Caspian Sea, Ira-
nian police officers opened fire last month on a 31-year-
old woman who had tried to speed away likely knowing
they wanted to seize her vehicle.Police had been ordered
to impound her car, activists say, because of an earlier
violation of Iran's headscarf law for showing her hair in
public while driving.Now unable to walk and confined to
a bed at a police hospital, Arezou Badri — a mother of
two — is the latest casualty of Iran's renewed crackdown
over headscarves, or hijabs. Her shooting occurred nearly
two years after 22-year-old Mahsa Amini died while in
police custody over an alleged headscarf violation, spark-
ing nationwide protests over women's rights and against
the country's theocracy.

As the September 16 anniversary of Amini's death
approaches, Iran's new reformist President Masoud
Pezeshkian has promised to ease enforcement of the
headscarf law. But the murky details of Badri's shooting
and a recent video of a girl being manhandled in the
streets of Tehran show the dangers still lurking for those
willing to disobey it."They have elevated it to the most
serious crime, where the police is allowed basically to
shoot to kill," said Hadi Ghaemi, executive director of the
New York-based Centre for Human Rights in Iran. "That's
really a war on women."

Badri's shooting occurred around 11 pm on July 22
along a coastal road in Iran's northern Mazandaran prov-
ince as she drove home from a friend's house with her
sister, activists say. A brief account published by Iran's
state-run IRNA news agency quoted police Col. Ahmad
Amini as saying patrol officers had ordered a vehicle with
tinted windows to stop, but that it didn't. It made no men-
tion of the hijab violation or impound notice.Officers ap-
pear to have first fired at Badri's car's tires, according to
the group Human Rights Activists in Iran, which spoke to
people with knowledge of the shooting. As Badri contin-
ued driving, officers fired into the vehicle, the group said;
the gunfire pierced her lung and damaged her
spine.Under Iranian law, police must fire a warning shot,
then aim to wound below the waist before taking a poten-
tially fatal shot at a suspect's head or chest. If the suspect

is driving, officers typically aim first for the tires.

Why police initially stopped Badri's car remains un-
clear, though activists blame it on the impound alert over
the hijab violation. It's also unknown whether any police
vehicle at the scene had a camera that recorded the shoot-
ing or if any officer there wore a body camera.There are
no public statistics of fatal police shootings in Iran. Police
firearms training and tactics vary widely, as some officers
face more paramilitary duties in areas like Iran's restive
Sistan and Baluchestan provinces.Iran's Interior Minis-
try, which oversees the country's police, did not respond
to questions about the shooting from The Associated
Press.

Authorities are holding Badri at a police hospital in
Tehran under tight security, restricting her family's visits
and stopping them from taking photographs of her, activ-
ists say. Despite that, an image of Badri was published
by the BBC this week, highlighting her case."She has no
sensation from the waist down and doctors have said
that it will be clear in the coming months whether she is
completely paralysed," said one activist in Iran, who re-
quested anonymity for fear of reprisal.The hijab became
a focal point of demonstrations after the death of Amini in
2022. She died after being arrested for not wearing her
headscarf to the liking of police. A United Nations panel
has found that Amini died as a result of "physical vio-
lence" used against her by the state.

Amini's death sparked months of protests and a se-
curity crackdown that killed more than 500 people and
led to the detention of more than 22,000. After the mass
demonstrations, police dialled down enforcement of hijab
laws, but it ramped up again in April under what authori-
ties called the Noor — or "Light" — Plan.The hijab crack-
down remains widely discussed in Iran, even as police
and state media rarely report on it. Many women con-
tinue to wear their hijabs loosely or leave them draped
around their shoulders while walking in Tehran. Women
driving without wearing hijabs are believed to have been
tracked via surveillance camera technology provided by
Chinese firms, matching their faces against a govern-
ment-maintained photo database, Ghaemi said.If they are
stopped, that can lead to physical altercations between
women and the police.Surveillance footage published
last week by the Iranian reformist news website Ensaf
showed a 14-year-old girl manhandled by the morality
police in Tehran. Her mother described her daughter's
head as being rammed into an electrical box, a female
officer pulling her hair and another putting their foot on
her neck. Police described the officers' behaviour as un-
professional, but also accused the girl of using bad
language"l saw my daughter with a wounded face, swol-
len lips, a bruised neck, torn clothes and she couldn't
even speak," her mother, Maryam Abbasi, told the website.
"Her eyes were so swollen from crying that they wouldn't
open."

Airports in Germany suspend flight ops
after climate activists block runways

GNS News Agency, August 17

The Last Generation campaign group said in a state-
ment that activists had stopped or reduced traffic at the
Berlin, Cologne-Bonn, Nuremberg and Stuttgart airports.
The group also published pictures of activists with their
hands glued to the tarmac.Two German airports have
temporarily suspended flights on Thursday morning after
climate activists breached the airfields as part of a larger
protest targeting four airports nationwide.

The Last Generation campaign group said in a state-
ment that activists had stopped or reduced traffic at the
Berlin, Cologne-Bonn, Nuremberg and Stuttgart airports
and published pictures of activists with their hands glued
to the tarmac.The Nuremberg airport said on its website
that flights were suspended until further notice since 0342
GMT and warned that passengers would face delays,
while the Cologne-Bonn airport said on social media plat-
form X that flights are currently suspended while police
are dealing with "unauthorised persons."Police were on
site at the Berlin airport and were able to remove the two
protesters, who had entered the airfield by cutting through
a fence, and flight operations were unaffected, said a
police spokesperson.

A Stuttgart airport spokesperson was not immedi-
ately available for comment.The group has listed several
countries across Europe and North America where they
said similar disruptions are planned as part of a protest
campaign calling for the German government to pursue
a global agreement to exit oil, gas and coal by 2030.Ger-
man politicians have demanded better protection for the
country's airports after climate activists were able to
breach fences and disrupt air traffic, including at the
country's busiest airport, Frankfurt, for two days in a row
last month.

UN team to visit Bangladesh next week to probe
killings of protesters during students’ agitation

GNS News Agency, August 17

Dhaka, A team of UN experts will visit Bangladesh
next week to investigate the killings of the protesters ahe
ad of and in the aftermath of Sheikh Hasina’s resignation
as the prime minister last week, it was announced on
Thursday.This will be the first time the UN is sending a
fact-finding mission to Bangladesh since its indepen-
dence in 1971 to investigate widespread human rights
abuses in the country, according to a UN official, said a
post on X by the Chief Adviser of the Government of
Bangladesh.Muhammad Yunus took oath as the Chief
Adviser of the interim government on August 8, days after
Sheikh Hasina's government collapsed and she fled to
India on August 5 amid violent protests over quota re-
forms for government jobs.

“The United Nations is sending a UN fact-finding
team next week to probe atrocities committed during the
Student Revolution in July and early this month. UN hu-
man rights chief Volker Turk announced the move when
he called Chief Adviser Professor Muhammad Yunus late
Wednesday,” the Chief Adviser of Government of
Bangladesh said in a post on X, the handle for which is
run by Yunus’ office.Bangladesh descended into chaos
last week after Hasina’s departure while the Army stepped
in to fill the power vacuum on August 5. Before that, the
anti-government protests had killed more than 500 people
since mid-July.Meanwhile, Turk assured his support and
said an inclusive, human rights-centred approach will
ensure the transition succeeds.Volker Turk in a post late
on Wednesday night said, “Promising phone call with
@ChiefAdviserGoB Muhammad Yunus. | assured him of
@UNHumanRights Office's solidarity with the people of
#Bangladesh & our support to the interim govt at this
pivotal time. An inclusive, human rights-centred approach
will ensure this transition succeeds.”Earlier on Wednes-
day, after his phone call with Turk, Yunus had posted:
“The UN human rights chief, @volker_turk has made a
phone call to Bangladesh Chief Adviser Professor
Muhammad Yunus on Wednesday ”

“A team of UN experts would soon visit the country
to investigate [the killings]," Volker Turk told Chief Ad-
viser Professor Muhammad Yunus today during a phone
conversation.Yunus said in a connecting post on X: The
UN rights chief said a UN-led investigation will be
launched very soon to probe the killing of the protesters
during the Student Revolution.Human rights will be the
cornerstone of his administration and the protection of
every citizen is the top most priority of the government,
Yunus, who has sought UN cooperation to uphold hu-
man rights, said.“The Chief Adviser thanked him and his
long-time friend Antonio Guterres, the UN Secretary-Gen-
eral, for supporting the Bangladesh students’ revolution
and championing their rights during unprecedented and
devastating killings of student protestors,” Yunus said in
the series of posts.Meanwhile, a complaint was filed on
Wednesday with the investigation agency of
Bangladesh's International Crimes Tribunal against
Hasina and eight others, accusing them of committing
genocide and crimes against humanity during the mass
movement of the students against her government.This
article was generated from an automated news agency
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Mining tax dues: Ruling to have large financial impact on  Is garlic a vegetable or a spice? This is what the Madhya
Pradesh HC says; We asked a dietician to weigh in

mining cos; ‘pass-on of costs may be inflationary’

According to a senior official in the Ministry of Mines,
the ruling will have a major financial implication on min-
ing companies, especially those mining coal and iron
ore. These include both private companies and public
sector undertakings (PSUs) that come under the mines
ministry, the official said, adding that future investments
in the mining sector could also be impacted by the ruling
to tax retrospectively.

The ruling will lead to more costs being imposed on
a primary sector like mining, which will make it “unviable”,
stakeholders from the industry said at the sidelines of a
mines ministry event on Wednesday. Most metal stocks
reflected this sentiment and closed in the red after the
SC'’s ruling. India’s largest iron ore miner NMDC Ltd fell
6.02 per cent to Rs 210.94. Coal India, the country’s larg-
est coal producer, dropped 3.26 per cent to Rs 504.70.
JSW Steel dropped 1.93 per cent to Rs 890.30, Tata Steel
1.82 per cent to Rs 146.17, and Vedanta 0.50 per cent to
Rs 420.20.Earlier, Solicitor General Tushar Mehta had
told the SC that if the verdict is applied retrospectively,
the tax demand on PSUs would be between Rs 70,000 to
80,000 crore. For the entire sector, the cumulative impact
could be well around Rs 2 lakh crore, according to indus-
try estimates.

“The burden would eventually go to the common
man. Whether directly or indirectly, he will be the person
who will bear the burden because no industry can ab-
sorb this. For example we made a rough estimate only for
the public sector undertakings. This is rough and ready, it
is still the process of calculation is going on, but the ap-
proximate demand, which the only PSU’s are expecting
would be somewhere in the vicinity of 70,000 to 80,000
crore,” Mehta had said on July 31.

The nine-judge SC bench on Wednesday said the
levy of interest and penalty on demands made for the
period before July 25, 2024 shall stand waived and the

time for payment of tax “shall be staggered in instalments
over a period of twelve years commencing from 1 April
2026”.The July 25 judgment overruled the 1989 decision
of a seven-judge bench in India Cement Ltd vs State of
Tamil Nadu, which said royalty is tax and state legisla-
tures lack competence to levy taxes on mineral rights
because the subject matter is covered by an act of the
Parliament in exercise of powers under the Union List of
the Constitution. The verdict has paved the way for states
to collect greater revenue from mining operations.

Now, with states empowered to tax royalty on min-
ing production, experts said costs of primary goods, es-
pecially iron ore, may go up. “Typically, you need 1.6 to
1.8 tons of iron ore for a ton of steel. If you consider the
total cost of steel production and work backwards, royalty
is roughly 5 to 8 per cent of the selling price. It's not a
small cost at all,” said Rakesh Surana, a partner with
Deloitte India.“What if the costs go up? If the costs go up,
margin is eaten into. If the margin is eaten into, you can
either pass it on or if not, it's obviously not good for the
company. It impacts expansion plans, the ability to repay
debt, etc. Even if you can pass it on, it creates an inflation-
ary impact... there is a risk of that happening if this isn’t
well calibrated,” Surana added.After the July 25 judg-
ment, each state can now decide the quantum of cess on
mining operations, as opposed to a relatively more uni-
form taxation regime prior to the judgement. Surana said
this may create a new dynamic of competition among
states in terms of attracting mining-related
investments.Moving forward, the industry is also bracing
for the revival of previously stayed GST demand cases
on mining operations, as the court has now clarified that
royalty payments are a contractual consideration rather
than a tax.“After April 2016, there is a liability under re-
verse charge mechanism with respect to services pro-
vided by the government. Therefore, royalty is something
which will be considered as a mining rights service pro-
vided by the government to the mining community. Now,
all the petitions which are currently pending in high courts
and the demands which have been stayed in most of the
cases will get revived,” said Gopal Mundhra, partner at
Economic Laws Practice (ELP).Mundhra noted that the
centre has the authority to provide relief on pending GST
demands after the insertion of Section 11A in CGST Act
at the 53rd GST Council Meeting last month. The amend-
ment gives the central government the powers to forgive
non-collection or under-collection of GST in situations
where businesses followed a common practice that led
to the shortfall in tax collection.

Cognizant's new campus opened in Hyd

Hyderabad: Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy inau-
gurated the new campus of IT major Cognizant at Kokapet
in Hyderabad on Wednesday. With an office space of 10
lakh sq.ft, the new campus will provide employment to
around 15,000 people, making Hyderabad its largest base
in the world.

Established in Chennai in 1994, Cognizant began
operations in Hyderabad in 2002 and now has five cam-
puses in the IT corridor. The IT firm is currently the sec-
ond-largest IT employer in Telangana. While workforce
in Chennai currently stands at around 55,000 to 56,000
employees, Hyderabad is all set to surpass it with 57,000
employees. The new campus will focus on advanced tech-
nologies, including artificial intelligence (Al), machine

learning (ML), digital engineering, and cloud solutions.

Speaking on the occasion, the Chief Minister an-
nounced that the State government would constitute an
investors task force to attract investments to Telangana.
He claimed that his recent trip to the US and South Ko-
rea, attracted investments worth Rs 31,500 crore which
would create around 30,750 jobs.He said with Hyderabad
in its tow, Telangana would compete with the world rather
than its neighbouring States of Karnataka or Andhra
Pradesh in attracting investments. He also claimed that
while former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi laid the foun-
dation for the IT sector in Hyderabad, former Chief Minis-
ters N Chandrababu Naidu and YS Rajasekhara Reddy
fueled its growth.

Lenders in talks with govt for “amicable resolution”
after Karnataka halts transactions with SBI, PNB

Karnataka government SBI PNBSBI and PNB in
separate statements issued on Thursday said they are
committed for amicable resolution of the matter and are
in discussion with the Karnataka government. (File)Days
after Karnataka government ordered all its departments
and public sector units to close all their accounts at State
Bank of India (SBI) and Punjab National Bank (PNB),
both the lenders on Thursday said they are in talks with
the state government for a ‘amicable resolution’ of the
issue.

On August 12, the Karnataka’s finance department
issued an order asking all state government departments,
public sector units, boards, corporations, local bodies,
universities and other institutions to close accounts at
SBI and PNB.The state government has set a September
20 deadline for all departments to comply with the direc-
tion, according to a circular issued by P C Jaffer, secre-
tary in the department, on Monday.SBI and PNB in sepa-
rate statements issued on Thursday said they are com-
mitted for amicable resolution of the matter and are in
discussion with the Karnataka government.However, both
the lenders did not provide any specific comment as the
matter is currently sub judice.

The Karnataka government’s decision followed two

fraudulent transactions reported at these banks. The first
is related to PNB’s Rajajinagar branch, Bangalore, where
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the Karnataka Industrial Area Development Board had
started a fixed deposit of Rs 25 crore on September 14,
2011. However, after the term of the deposit ended, PNB
allegedly released only Rs 13 crore, citing fraud by bank
officials.The other case was related to a fixed deposit at
the erstwhile State Bank of Mysore, which merged with
the SBI in 2017. The Karnataka State Pollution Control
Board had a fixed deposit of Rs 10 crore at the bank’s
Avenue Road branch, Bangalore. According to the state
government, the amount was adjusted to the loans taken
by a private company using forged documents. Attempts
to recover the amount are said to have suffered the same
fate as that of the fixed deposit in PNB.

The humble garlic clove found itself at the heart of a
legal tussle in India. What began as a seemingly simple
question — is garlic a vegetable or a spice? — escalated
into a full-blown legal battle that reached the Madhya
Pradesh High Court.The dispute arose when the state’s
market board declared garlic a vegetable in 2015, only to
be reversed by the agriculture department, which reclas-
sified it as a spice. This bureaucratic ping-pong had sig-
nificant implications for farmers and traders, affecting
where garlic could be sold and taxed.

After years of legal wrangling, the high court finally
ruled in favour of garlic’s vegetable status, citing its per-
ishable nature.Kanikka Malhotra, a consultant dietician
and diabetes educator, explained that botanically, garlic
is classified as a vegetable. It belongs to the Allium ge-
nus, which includes other vegetables like onions, leeks,

and shallots.The edible part of garlic is the bulb, which
grows underground and consists of several cloves
wrapped in a thin, papery skin. This bulb structure makes
garlic a vegetable, similar to other root and bulb veg-
etables, she said.

Vegetables are generally defined as the edible parts
of plants, such as roots, stems, leaves, flowers, or fruits.

Garlic, being a bulb, fits this definition perfectly. It is
cultivated and harvested like other vegetables and pro-
vides nutritional value, including vitamins, minerals, and
antioxidants. Despite its botanical classification, garlic is
often used as a spice in cooking due to its strong flavour
and aroma. Spices are typically derived from seeds, fruits,
bark, or other plant parts and are used primarily to sea-
son and flavour food rather than for their nutritional con-
tent. Garlic is used in small quantities to add depth and
complexity to dishes, much like a spice would be.The
potent flavor of garlic comes from compounds like allicin,
which are released when garlic is chopped or crushed
Malhotra explained. These compounds give garlic its
characteristic pungent smell and taste, which can domi-
nate or enhance the flavor of a dish.Malhotra said that
while garlic is botanically a vegetable, its culinary use
aligns more with that of a spice. This dual role makes
garlic a versatile ingredient, capable of providing both
flavour and nutritional benefits. Its classification as a veg-
etable does not diminish its powerful role as a flavouring
agent, making it a staple in kitchens worldwide.

Butter chicken to sambar, macher jhol to
vada pav, dishes with deep-rooted significance
in India’s Independence movement

India’s journey to Independence is not only a tale of
political struggle but also a story etched in the flavours
and aromas of its diverse cuisine. Food, an integral part
of India’s cultural fabric, mirrors the nation’s historical
journey, regional diversity, and the spirit of unity that de-
fines its identity.As we celebrate the 78th Independence
Day, let’s explore the deep connection between food and
national identity through insights from Chef Yashraj
Dharadar, culinary chef at Academy of Pastry and Culi-
nary Arts (APCA) Mumbai branch, and food historian
Manisha Singh, who shed light on how various dishes
across India reflect the nation’s evolution.

“Each region has its unique culinary traditions that
represent local customs, beliefs and practices,” Chef
Dharadar tells indianexpress.com. Indian cuisine, with
its mosaic of flavours and ingredients and dishes like
biryani and chole bhature, not only transcend regional
boundaries but also symbolises “unity in diversity”.Singh
says, “Food (in India) transcends mere sustenance, em-
bodying regional pride, social bonds, and cherished be-
liefs.” Culinary traditions act as a unifying force, strength-
ening cultural ties and national identity across diverse
linguistic and cultural boundaries.North India: Chhole
bhature and butter chicken as symbols of resilience and
growthin the context of India’s independence, North In-
dian cuisine reflected the region’s resilience and post-
independence growth. Chef Dharadar says chhole
bhature is a dish that gained immense popularity after
Independence. Originating in Punjab, this hearty combi-
nation of spicy chickpea curry and fried bread symbolises
the region’s vibrant spirit. Dharadar notes, “After Inde-
pendence, as people migrated to the newly-formed coun-
try, chhole bhature became a favourite street food.” It
embodied cultural change and the expression of
newfound freedom and solidarity.

Singh adds butter chicken to the list, saying it be-
came synonymous with North Indian cuisine in the 50s.
“In the 50s, at Delhi’'s Moti Mahal restaurant, a culinary
accident turned leftover tandoori chicken into this iconic
dish, simmered in a creamy tomato gravy enriched with
butter,” she explains. Its creamy, buttery tomato gravy
became a metaphor for India’s journey of transformation
and growth, mirroring the country’s rise on the global
culinary stage.independence day Vada Pav epitomises
Mumbai’s melting-pot nature, where people from differ-
ent walks of life converge in a densely populated area
(Source: Freepik)South India: Idli and sambar as cata-
lysts for unity

Chef Dharadar explained the role of food in foster-
ing unity during the independence movement, using Idli
as a poignant example. These simple steamed rice cakes
were vital during the freedom struggle, offering a conve-
nient and nutritious meal for community gatherings and
rallies.Freedom fighters and activists often gathered in
homes and community centers where idlis were served,
he says. The variety of chutneys and sambar made idlis a
versatile and interesting choice. Idli became a symbol of
collective effort, embodying the common purpose neces-
sary for achieving independence.Singh echoes this sen-
timent with the history of sambar, a lentil-based stew that
has become a cornerstone of South Indian cuisine. Origi-
nally introduced to Thanjavur by the Marathas, sambar
evolved into a dish that transcends linguistic and cultural
boundaries.

Eastern India: How machher jhol became a testa-
ment to resilienceEastern India’s contribution to the culi-

nary narrative of Independence is best captured by
machher jhol, says Dharadar. This simple fish curry,
rooted in Bengali traditions, embodies the resilience of a
region that faced many challenges — from floods to po-
litical unrest. She says, “The dish’s simplicity, relying on
fresh fish, mustard oil, turmeric, and a few essential spices,
reflects the ability to create flavourful and nourishing
meals even in the face of adversity. Machher Jhol is more
than just a dish; it is a symbol of survival, adaptation, and
the unwavering spirit of the people of Eastern
India.”"Machher jhol underwent a “transformation in its
preparation techniques,” post Independence, according
to Dharadhar. The incorporation of various fish species
and spices reflects both economic upliftment and chang-
ing tastes. The dish transitioned from a humble, every-
day meal to a celebrated staple in both home kitchens
and fine-dining restaurants, but while maintaining its tra-
ditional roots.Western India: Vada pav and puran poli
become symbols of fusion and festivityThe culinary evo-
lution of Western India in the post-Independence era is
vividly captured through vada pav and puran poli. Chef
Dharadar describes vada pav as a symbol of cultural
fusion, epitomising Mumbai’s melting-pot nature. “Origi-
nally a quick lunch for textile mill workers, it has a spicy
potato fritter (vada) served in buttered bread rolls (pav).
This dish reflects the convergence of diverse communi-
ties in Mumbai,” he explains. The combination of Portu-
guese-influenced bread rolls with local spices embodies
the spirit of a newly-unified nation embracing its multifac-
eted identity.Similarly, puran poli, a sweet flatbread from
Maharashtra, is a symbol of abundance and prosperity,
Singh says. With references dating back centuries, it in-
volves the slow cooking of lentils and jaggery to create a
rich, fragrant filling. The flatbread, made from whole wheat
flour, is rolled thin, stuffed with the sweet filling, and
cooked on a griddle until golden brown. Singh notes, “Its
preparation during festive occasions reflects the warmth
and generosity of the region, uniting families and com-
munities in celebration.”

Expansion plans of foreign
investors in Telangana
shrouded in uncertainty

Hyderabad: After multinational companies like Corn-
ing International Corporation and Kaynes Semicon pulled
out of Telangana and the Amara Raja Group having sec-
ond thoughts on its expansion plans since the Congress
government came to power in the State, doubts are now
being raised about the future of other industry giants like
Foxconn in Telangana.Foxconn had previously an-
nounced plans for investment of Rs 4,000 crore in
Hyderabad and to create around one lakh jobs.The
ground-breaking ceremony for its manufacturing unit in
about 200 acres at Kongara Kalan in Rangareddy district
was performed in May last year.The facility was expected
to commence operations by the end of August this year.
A Foxconn delegation had also met Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy after the Congress government was
formed in December last year, but there has been no
further update.There were reports that the firm had plans
to invest an additional $400 million USD, but there has

been no news on the same so far.
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Alia Bhatt, Ayushmann Khurrana, Kareena Kapoor,
Kangana Ranaut demand justice for victim, call out
patriarchy: ‘Don’t tell women to change their path’

Kolkata rape-murder case: Kareena Kapoor Khan,
Ayushmann Khurrana, Alia Bhatt and Kangana Ranaut,
among others stand in solidarity with the victim.Kolkata
rape-murder case: Kareena Kapoor Khan, Ayushmann
Khurrana, Alia Bhatt and Kangana Ranaut, among oth-
ers stand in solidarity with the victim.

The brutal rape and murder of a young trainee doc-
tor in Kolkata has sent shockwaves across India. The
heinous crime, which unfolded at the prestigious RG Kar
Medical College and Hospital, has ignited a firestorm of
anger and demands for justice. Social media has been
flooded with heartwrenching messages, criticisms and
calls for action. Bollywood celebrities, including Alia Bhatt,
Swara Bhasker, Vijay Varma, Parineeti Chopra,
Ayushmann Khurrana, Kangana Ranaut, Kareena
Kapoor Khan, Preity Zinta, Richa Chadha, and Tisca
Chopra, have joined the chorus of voices condemning
the horrific incident.

“Another brutal rape, Another day of realisation that
women are not safe. Don’t tell women to change their
path — change the terrain. Every woman deserves bet-
ter,” Alia wrote on Instagram, echoing the sentiments of
millions. Swara Bhasker, on X (formerly Twitter), called
the crime a “painful reminder that India is no country for
women,” while stressing that “the accused must be put
on trial and justice must be served speedily.”Parineeti
Chopra’s powerful Instagram post described the brutality
of the attack with stark honesty. “If it's too difficult for you
to read, imagine what it was for her. Disgusting. Horrific.
Hang him by his b***s,” she wrote. Ayushmann Khurrana’s
poignant poem, “Kaash Main Bhi Ladka Hoti,” captured
the deep-rooted inequality faced by women in India. The
actor’s video, shared widely on social media, has sparked
a powerful conversation about gender-based violence.

Actor and BJP MP Kangana Ranaut took to her
Instagram handle and demanded that the CBI must inter-
vene in the case. “Murder of a trainee woman doctor at
state-run RG Kar Medical College and Hospital in Kolkata
is horrible & horrific. The semi-nude body of the woman
post-graduate trainee doctor was found inside the semi-
nar hall on Friday morning. She was brutally murdered
and her body bore multiple injury marks. The preliminary
autopsy report indicated sexual abuse before her mur-
der. | hope case is transferred to CBI for complete inquiry
and the assaulter is punished harshly,” she urged.The
medical community is in mourning, with doctors across
the country demanding increased safety measures and
a thorough investigation into the circumstances surround-
ing the crime. The arrest of the accused, a civic volunteer,
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and the subsequent transfer of the case to the CBI have
offered a glimmer of hope for justice. However, as Kareena
Kapoor Khan pointed out, “12 years later, the same story,
the same protest. But we are still waiting for change.” The
Nirbhaya case, a horrific gang rape in Delhi in 2012,
remains a stark reminder of the challenges India faces in
ensuring women’s safety.

Preity Zinta’s impassioned plea for prioritising
women'’s safety highlighted the systemic failures that have
allowed such atrocities to continue. She called for stricter
punishments, accountability for those in charge, and a
united front among women to demand change. “It's time
women’s safety is prioritized by the government. It's heart-
breaking and disgusting to see a rapist’s face hidden/
covered when arressted, while victims of rape and vio-
lent sexual crime have their names and faces leaked in
the media. Justice is never swift, punishment is never
severe and people are never held accountable,” she urged
in her post. Richa Chadha and Tisca Chopra also added
their voices to the growing echo of outrage, demanding
justice for the victim and systemic reforms to prevent such
tragedies from happening again. Richa took to her X
handle urging West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee to ensure justice for the victim. “The women of
this country expect a fair and impartial investigation from
you @MamataOfficial, and swift justice. You’re the only
woman currently to occupy the post of Chief Minister.
#JusticeForMoumita,” she tweeted. Tisca Chopra, shar-
ing a picture of herself in white, wearing a tricolour dupatta,
wrote, about concerns she has as a mother. “As the mother
of a young girl, how do | feel when another woman is
raped? An ‘Independent’, educated working woman at
her place of work, after working a 36 hour shift. A doctor,”
she wrote in her post.The actor added, “Hope we can say
Happy Independence Day, by next year .. because Inde-
pendence without safety means nothing.”

Raghu Thatha Movie Review: Keerthy
Suresh, Ravindra Vijay shine in a
simple tale that needed more sting

Raghu Thatha Movie Review: The opening credits
of writer Suman Kumar’s directorial debut is an interest-
ing start. It traces a few pages of India’s legislature land-
marks through newspaper cuttings and gives us insights
into the different issues that would be discussed in the
Keerthy Suresh-starrer. And like clockwork, every one of
those headlines in the newspaper becomes a conversa-
tion between the characters in the film. If one topic be-
comes the reason for the title, then another is a passing
line about women and their dreams. If one topic is about
Hindi imposition, then another is a reference to the ugly
head of patriarchy. Raghu Thatha is like flipping through
the newspaper to read just the headlines. Even if the film
doesn’t delve too deep into the various issues it takes up,
it gives us enough cliff-notes to get the idea.

Raghu Thatha is set in the 1970s, and the protago-
nist Kayalvizhi Pandian (an effective Keerthy Suresh) is
a feminist, writer, and bank employee. She fiercely op-
poses the opening of a Hindi Sabha in her town of
Valluvanpettai. Supported by her rebellious grandfather
Raghothaman (MS Bhaskar), Kayalvizhi continues her
crusade against the imposition of Hindi in society, and
the imposition of marriage on her. But Kayalvizhi finds
herself in a conundrum that threatens everything she
stands for. While this does sound like a film, straight out
of the K Balachander textbook, Suman and his team of
writers, add quirky characters played by convincing ac-
tors, outlandish situations, and dish out a screwball com-
edy. Take, for instance, a doctor who smokes telling a
fairly no-vice vayasaanavan (elder person) that he has
cancer. The patient’s reactions and the song that follows
soon after are what happens when seemingly innocuous
characters are placed in oddball situations. Raghu Thatha
aims to do a lot of this but doesn’t always work because
there is many a slip between the joke and the laugh.

Raghu Thatha is held together by the earnestness
of Keerthy Suresh and the downright whimsical and ef-
fectively caricaturish performance of Ravindra Vijay, who
plays Kayalvizhi’s suitor, Selvan. Undoubtedly, Selvan is
one of the most fun characters recently, and Ravindra
plays it to the gallery. On the other hand, Kayalvizhi is
bound by the limits of having strict moral values and yet
manages to be a hoot in situations that make her bend
those rules. The film is a lot of fun when it focusses on the
blossoming love story between Kayalvizhi and Selvan.
While the proverbial twist in the tale is thrust upon us, it is
slightly unfortunate that the ‘twist’ isn’t exactly a twist be-
cause we are left with visible clues about what is going to
happen. It is no fun to know what is going to happen in a
film like Raghu Thatha, which elicits a lot of laughs every
single time it resorts to clever subversion.

Despite Sean Roldan dialling up the quirkiness fac-
tor with his music, and the scenes setting the stage right,
the jokes are hit-and-miss. It is slightly disappointing that
despite earnest performances from Rajeev
Ravindranathan, Devadarshini, Chu Khoy Sheng, and
Ismath Banu, the film doesn’t give them enough. They
dial up the fun whenever they appear on screen, but
Raghu Thatha needs more of them, and less of the round-
about way of reaching the finale where Kayalvizhi has a
meltdown. It takes such a long time to get there that her
speech falls flat despite everything before that working in
favour of the film. The last act is of the chaotic funny type,
and that is the film’s strong suit too. Every scene involv-
ing the motley group of characters is a hoot, and you
almost miss this controlled chaos in many of the previous
scenes. But it becomes a classic case of too little too late.

Coming to the central theme of Hindi imposition, the

film doesn’t do enough justice to it either. However, the
film, with its sharp dialogues, works as a commentary on
patriarchy and how the liberal nature of many is just a
means to an end. Even before reaching the showdown,
the film does a decent job of asking these questions.
However, they don’t feel like tough holding-the-collar
questions, but gentle raps on the knuckles. The entire
angle of the imposition feels out of place in the film be-
cause of the lack of exploration. The issues remain on a
very superficial level, and it doesn’t allow us to throw our
weights behind Kayalvizhi and Raghu Thatha’s clarion
call for fighting against the imposition of Hindi. Instead, if
they asked us to join them in the fight against patriarchy,
a lot of us might just do it because... even today, many
are liberals just as a means to an end.

Boman Irani celebrates
Independence Day with
Mumbai police

Mumbai: On the occasion of 78th Independence Day,
senior actor Boman Irani on Thursday hoisted the tricolor
at his residence, and shared a heartwarming video with
the Mumbai police officials, who were invited for the flag
hoisting ceremony.Taking to Instagram, Boman, who has
1.2 million followers, shared a Reel video, in which we
can see him wearing a white plain kurta pajama, and
paired it with a brown coloured Nehru jacket. The look
was rounded off with brown formal shoes.He is seen un-
furling the tricolor and saluting the Indian flag. We can
see many Mumbai police officials present on the occa-
sion, and the ‘Munna Bhai M.B.B.S.” fame actor is happily
posing with them for the cameras.The post is captioned
as: “Honored to celebrate the spirit of freedom on this
special day with the proud colors of our nation soaring
high. It was a truly wonderful experience to have the po-
lice department join us in hoisting the flag, reminding us
of the strength, unity, and resilience that make our coun-
try incredible. Proud to be part of such a remarkable na-
tion. #IndependenceDay”.Fans took to the comment sec-
tion and wrote: “Navroz Mubarak...Happy Independence
Day”. Another user said: “How lovely”, while a fan com-
mented: “Jai Hind”.The 64-year-old is one of the most
popular character actors in Hindi cinema, who has fea-
tured in over 100 films. Irani had trained under acting
coach Hansraj Siddhia from 1981 to 1983, and was later
mentored by actor Alyque Padamsee.He is best known
for his role as Dr Jagdish Asthana in the 2003 satirical
comedy film ‘Munna Bhai M.B.B.S.” written and directed
by Rajkumar Hirani in his directorial debut .

Double iSmart X review: Netizens call Puri Jagannadh’s film
a ‘commercial hit’, praise Ram Pothineni’s ‘energy’

Five years after the successful release of iSmart
Shankar, Puri Jagannadh and Ram Pothineni have re-
turned with its sequel, Double iSmart. The sci-fi action
thriller, also starring Bollywood star Sanjay Dutt in the
role of an antagonist, released in theatres on Indepen-
dence Day. While the Telugu drama has opened to mixed
reviews by critics, here’s a look at how netizens are liking
the film. Double iSmart also marks the first film of film-
maker Puri Jagannadh after his 2022 film Liger (starring
Vijay Deverakonda and Ananya Panday), which tanked
at the box office.An X user called Double iSmart a “com-
mercial hit” and said it has a “solid actor like Ram
Pothineni, a glamorous heroine like Kavya Thapar,
superhit songs from Mani Sharma, mass moments, and a
solid plot.” However, responses here were also mixed
with many terming it “waste of money and time”.

A user expressed his happiness in seeing Puri
Jagannadh return in the director’s chair. He called Double
iSmart “super hit” and praised Puri Jagannadh’s dia-
logues, Mani Sharma’s music and Ram Pothineni’s en-
ergy in the film.Meanwhile there were others who called
it a “Waste of money.” A user wrote, “Save your precious

money.”Double iSmart has collected around Rs 4.43 crore
by 4 pm on its opening day, according to early estimates
by industry tracker Sacnilk.The film is a sequel to the
2019 film iSmart Shankar. Written and directed by Puri
Jagannadh, iSmart Shankar was released on 18 July
and became a commercial blockbuster. Made on a mod-
est budget of Rs 15-20 crore, the film went on to earn
around Rs 85 crore at the box office.

Manu Rishi breaks down recalling how he buried
Irrfan; recalls the time late actor praised him for
standing up to a bigshot director

Manu Rishi, who worked with the late actor Irrfan
Khan in Angrezi Medium, recently recalled the painful
memory of bidding farewell to the actor. The writer-actor
broke down while remembering Irrfan and the emotional
experience of burying him with his own hands. Manu
also shared how Irrfan supported him when he stood up
against a prominent director.

During an interaction on a YouTube channel, Manu
recounted how Irrfan had recommended him to write a
film for a bigshot director. Despite having written 11 films,
Manu faced skepticism from the director, who asked him
to write a scene as a test before offering him the project.
Manu said, “I told the director, ‘Either you trust my work or
you trust Irrfan bhai’s recommendation. You haven’t seen
my work, otherwise, you wouldn’t ask me that question. If
| asked you to direct a scene and show it to me, how
would you feel?’ He told me he has directed six films, and
I told him | have written 11. | said, ‘I'm upset not because
you haven’t seen my work but because you didn’t trust
Irrfan bhai’'s recommendation.””’Manu also shared that
Irrfan visited him that same night, and instead of repri-
manding him for standing up to the director, he praised
him for holding his ground. “I opened the door, and Irrfan
bhai immediately said, ‘Ya toh tu mar jayega ya tu tar
jayega (Either you will die, or you will survive). This self-
respect that you have is very correct,” Manu recalled.

During the interaction, Manu Rishi became emo-
tional while reminiscing about his memories with Irrfan.
“When Hindi Medium started, | called the director and
said, ‘You don’t have a small role for me after | played a

|
|
|
!

significant role in the prequel Angrezi Medium? You don’t
have a small part where | can just hug Irrfan bhai?’ Irrfan
bhai then called me and said, ‘I'm sending you tickets;
come to Udaipur in two days.” | went there just to hug
Irrfan bhai. | couldn’t act at that moment. | realized that
this man was slipping away, and | needed to gather as
many memories with him as | could. He didn’t survive, but
| still have his message with me.”Manu also recalled how
he almost missed seeing Irrfan for the last time but man-
aged to bury him with his own hands after his demise. He
said, “I nearly missed seeing him for the last time, but the
burial ground was close to my house. | reached there,
and everyone was standing at the gate of the burial
ground. Due to Covid restrictions, the police weren't al-
lowing anyone in. | didn’t have a special relationship with
the officer standing there, but he let me in. | placed san-
dalwood on Irrfan before burying him with my own hands.”

Brad Pitt reflects on his acting career
entering its ‘last leg’; George Clooney
explains aging actors’ fears of losing roles

The Wolfs stars Brad Pitt and George Clooney
delved into the realities of ageing within the acting pro-
fession, shedding light on their personal perspectives
regarding the future of their careers.At 60 years old, Brad
Pitt expressed his belief that he is nearing the “last leg” of
his acting journey, though not for the reasons one might
assume.

According to The Hollywood Reporter, in a recent
interview, Pitt elaborated on his use of the phrase “last
leg”, saying, “I meant that as seasons. You know, there
was moving out from the safety of the Ozarks. You em-
bark on this thing and it's all about discovery and it's
really exciting and interesting and painful and awful and
all of it.”“And then when you’re allowed into the big
leagues, it becomes another game of responsibilities and
things to answer to. But also opportunity and delight and
working with people you really respect,” he
said.Reflecting on his current phase of life, Pitt contin-
ued, “And then it’s this time now. It's: What are these last
years going to be? Because | see my parents are very...
| see just what George was explaining. In your 80s, the
body becomes more frail. And yet | look at Frank Gehry.
He’s just the loveliest man. And he’s 95 and still making
great art and he’s got a beautiful family. And | think that’s
kind of the formula to stay creative and keep loving your
life.”This isn’t the first time Pitt has mused about the final
phase of his career. According to The Hollywood Re-
porter, in an earlier interview, he had already begun con-
templating what this next stage might entail.George
Clooney, who joined Pitt for the discussion, commented
on their professional longevity, noting, “We’re in a pro-
fession that doesn’t force you into retirement.”

As per The Hollywood Reporter, Clooney also ad-

dressed the common fear among actors about the de-
cline in job opportunities as they age, suggesting that
there are “two ways” to handle this challenge. “The phone
stops ringing if your decision is that you want to continue
to be the character that you were when you were 35, and
you want a softer lens,” Clooney explained.“But if you're
willing to, say, move down the call sheet a little bit and do
interesting character work, then you can kind of... you
have to make peace with the idea that you’re going to
die,” he added, as per The Hollywood Reporter.Clooney
humorously added, “I will walk up to people and they’ll
be like, ‘Oh, you're older than | thought.” And I'm like, ‘I'm
63, you dumb shit!” It’s just: That’s life. And so as long as
you can make peace with the idea of change, then it’s
okay. The hard part is, and | know a lot of actors who do
this — and you [Pitt] do too — who don’t let that go and try
desperately to hold onto it.”"Wolfs will be available on
Apple TV+ starting September 27. Apple has also re-
vealed that the studio has already greenlighted the se-
quel to the series.

Jeethu Joseph and Basil Joseph hit a
home run with this comedy of errors

Nunakuzhi movie review: There’s something en-
chanting about seeing Basil Joseph on screen, whether
he’s falling in love, making mistakes, getting into trouble,
lashing out, or breaking down in tears. It's not so much
that he’s an extraordinary actor, but his physique and
mannerisms closely mirror those of many Malayali youths
who, like his characters, are often clueless and reckless.
It is this relatability, combined with his ability to tackle
physical comedy, that Drishyam director Jeethu Joseph
has tapped into this time with Nunakuzhi, which also fea-
tures a talented ensemble known for their comedic
prowess.Following the death of his business magnate
father, Eby (Basil) is thrust into the role of managing their
sprawling empire. A man-child with no understanding of
or interest in business matters, Eby’s only obsession is
his newlywed wife Rimi (Nikhila Vimal). Perpetually horny,

on his personal laptop. However, things take a turn for
the worse when an Income Tax raid occurs at his office
and |I-T officer Bhamakrishnan (Siddique) seizes the
laptop. When Rimi discovers this, she is furious and threat-
ens to end her life if Eby doesn’t retrieve the laptop imme-
diately. Panicked, Eby embarks on a mission, but his stu-
pid decisions only lead him deeper into trouble. Mean-
while, he crosses paths with a couple on the brink of
divorce (Grace Antony and Aju Varghese), a group of
policemen (Baiju Santhosh, Azees Nedumangad and
others), a movie star (Manoj K Jayan), a film producer
(Binu Pappu) and a dentist (Saiju Kurup), all of whom
have made their own mistakes that day, intertwining their
lives in a chaotic comedy of errors.While Jeethu Joseph
cannot be labelled as a filmmaker who consistently de-
livers, whenever he does,
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Suryakumar Yadav back in Test reckoning; will be
in action in Buchi Babu and Duleep Trophy

R

After returning from Sri Lanka after his first stint as
India’s full-time T20 captain, Suryakumar Yadav asked
the Mumbai Cricket Association to include him in the
squad for the Buchi Babu Invitational Tournament in Tamil
Nadu.lt came after the Indian team management and se-
lectors indicated that they were looking at Surya as a
possible option in red-ball cricket, some 18 months after
his only Test, against Australia in Nagpur, where his soli-
tary innings brought only 8 runs.

And now with Surya also finding a place in the
Duleep Trophy, turning out for Team C under Ruturaj
Gaikwad, he seems to be firmly in the picture for the home
Test summer featuring Bangladesh and New Zealand.The
Duleep Trophy marks the official start of the Indian do-
mestic season in the first week of September, but with the
Buch Babu tournament kicking off at four centres in Tamil
Nadu — Coimbatore, Salem, Dindigul and Tirunelveli —
on Thursday, it feels as if the season is already up and
running. And over the next three weeks, an audition for
middle-order slots in the Test side will take place in
Coimbatore, thanks to Mumbai’s star-studded team.After
Surya made himself available, Shreyas lyer too requested
the MCA to include him in the squad for the second match
against a Tamil Nadu team. Before the two arrive, it will
be Sarfaraz Khan looking for a headstart in the audition.
Captaining the Mumbai side here, he knows runs are the
only currency that matters in the current scenario.lt’s not
just Mumbai stars who will be in action at the Buchi Babu
event. Ishan Kishan, who refused to turn up for Ranji
Trophy fixtures last season, will be leading Jharkhand
and his comeback will begin in Tirunelveli. Highly-rated
Railways wicketkeeper Upendra Yadav and Ashutosh
Sharma will also feature in the tournament.Healthy com-
petition

But all eyes will be on the Mumbai side, in which
there is a three-way competition for one of the slots in
India’s Test squad. In the last Test India played, their
middle order featured Shubman Gill, Devdutt Padikkal,
Sarfaraz Khan, Ravindra Jadeja and Dhruv Jurel. But
come September 19 when India take the field against

Bangladesh in Chennai, there is no guarantee that the
batting order will remain unchanged.Although
Bangladesh and New Zealand at home are India’s im-
mediate challenges, the think tank is already setting its
sights on the tour of Australia that begins in mid-Novem-
ber. With India scheduled to play five Tests Down Under,
there’s a lot of focus on red-ball cricket with the selectors
announcing four-strong squads for the Duleep Trophy
on Tuesday.“When Duleep Trophy begins, you have to
be ready and that’s why this tournament is important from
my point of view,” Sarfaraz told The Indian Express. “We
have been training mostly indoors in Mumbai. We even
had a good camp in Alur, where we focused on fitness
and skills. But before the season begins, we need to get
into match groove.”After missing out initially from the In-
dia squad for the series against England, a spate of inju-
ries handed Sarfaraz his long-awaited Test debut. But
with Virat Kohli and KL Rahul available for the
Bangladesh series and Surya back in Test fray, there is
no guarantee that he will retain his spot in the 15.

When Surya and Shreyas join the Mumbai side for
the second game, the competition will only intensify.“l
don’'t want to look that far ahead because a lot of it is not
in my control. It is important to be in the present. I've to be
ready at all times and follow the same routines that have
got me this far,” Sarfaraz said.Different motivationsThe
Buchi Babu tournament is older than the Raniji Trophy,
with the first edition being played in 1909. In 2018, the
tournament disappeared from the Tamil Nadu Cricket
Association calendar but was revived last season after
the state team’s red-ball fortunes went on a downward
spiral. Mirroring the playing conditions of the Ranji Tro-
phy, the tournament featuring four-day contests is begin-
ning to enjoy the status it once had.While the audition for
India’s middle order would be the biggest takeaway,
teams like Madhya Pradesh, Haryana, Railways, Baroda,
Gujarat and Chhattisgarh have come with the purpose of
gaining some much-needed game time before the Ranji
Trophy begins in October.“This season, we have the Ranji
Trophy beginning early and we will face varied condi-
tions as the tournament will be played in October-No-
vember and January-February. We need this sort of ex-
posure. Nowhere in the north, we would find conditions
that will help us improve our game against spinners. We
don’t have much representation in the Duleep Trophy, so
for a lot of us these four-day matches are a big part of our
preparations,” Haryana captain Ashok Menaria
says.Among the teams in fray, Madhya Pradesh, amongst
the most consistent teams in Ranji Trophy, are using the
tournament to give exposure to youngsters. One look at
the squad list, where every single player is born in this
century, gives enough indication that they are investing
in the future.

World Chess Championship match between Gukesh
and Ding Liren to happen at Resorts World Sentosa

The FIDE World Chess Championship 2024 match
between world champion Ding Liren and the teenaged
challenger from India, D Gukesh, will be held at Resorts
World Sentosa, which is a resort on the island of Sentosa,
located off the southern coast of Singapore.The organisers
also announced that the FIDE World Chess Champion-
ship 2024 match — which will feature two contestants
from Asia for the first time in 138 years — will be held from
November 23 to December 15.India’s D Gukesh became
the youngest ever player in history to qualify for the FIDE
World Chess Championship match when he won the Can-
didates tournament earlier this year. China’s Ding Liren
has been the World Champion since defeating lan
Nepomniachtchi in the World Chess Championship match
last year.If India’s D Gukesh manages to beat Ding Liren
at the World Chess Championship in November-Decem-
ber, he will become the youngest world champion in
history.Singapore had beaten the twin Indian cities of
New Delhi and Chennai to emerge victorious in the race
to host the World Chess Championship.Resorts World
Sentosa, Singapore’s first integrated resort, will offer a
distinctive blend of leisure and entertainment options,
where players, officials, and fans alike can look forward
to having a memorable experience, the oganisers said.

“This partnership preserves the prestige of the FIDE
World Chess Championship while introducing an ele-
ment of modernity and excitement — visitors can enjoy
the luxury of having many attractions a stone’s throw away
from the match venue to complement the existing suite of
ancillary chess events,” said Kevin Goh, SCF CEO and

Chair of the Local Organising Committee for the FIDE
World Chess Championship 2024.The organisers of the
FIDE World Championship 2024 also noted that in con-
junction with the match between Gukesh and Ding Liren,
there will be a top-level open tournament held within min-
utes of the playing hall of the World Chess Champion-
ship match.Organised by the Singapore Chess Federa-
tion (SCF), the Singapore International Open will feature
competitors from all over the world.“It's amazing that | will
not only be able to witness the World Championship
match up close but also compete in a strong international
tournament in my own country,” local grandmaster
Siddharth Jagadeesh, who at 17 is Singapore’s young-
est ever grandmaster, was quoted as saying on the re-
lease by the local organisers.

No MS Dhoni, but Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli make
the cut in Dinesh Karthik’s all-time India playing XI

On the 78th Indepen-
dence Day, former Indian
cricketer Dinesh Karthik
picked up the all-time best
Xlin all formats for the Men
in Blue. Of the eleven play-
ers, the 39-year-old has
picked five players who are
part of the national set-up
in his team.However, no-
ticeably Karthik has not
picked a wicket-keeper in
the side. MS Dhoni, the
winning caption for the
2007, 2011, and 2013 ICC
events, did not cut into
Karthik’s Xl.Karthik picked
dashing opener Virender

ace-pacer Jasprit Bumrah

Sehwag to partner up Rohit
Sharma and former Indian
coach Rahul Dravid at
three. Run machines
Sachin Tendulkar and Virat
Kohli would slot in at four
and five.Karthik has also
picked up Yuvraj Singh in
his team who was the Man
Of the Tournament in the
2007 and 2011 World Cups
and Ravindra Jadeja as

all-rounders. “I should fit in
two all-rounders. So very
similar to the kind of play-
ers that India have been
producing,” Kartik would
reason behind the rationale
of picking Yuvraj and
Jadeja on Cricbuzz.The
bowling comprises off-spin-
ner Ravichandran Ashwin
and leg-spinner Anil
Kumble. Current Indian

and 2011 leading wicket-
tacker Zaheer Khan were
picked as the pacers in the
side.“The 12th man will be
Harbhajan Singh, and
there are many players |
have missed out. Gautam
Gambhir, what can you say
about it and | feel it's just
hard to fit in everybody in
this eleven. So, this is an
all-time Xl across formats

that | thought,” Karthik said
on his 12th man
choice.Dinesh Karthik’'s
all-time India XI across for-
mats: Virender Sehwag,
Rohit Sharma, Rahul
Dravid, Sachin Tendulkar,
Virat Kohli, Yuvraj Singh,
Ravindra Jadeja,
Ravichandran Ashwin, Anil
Kumble, Jasprit Bumrah,
Zaheer Khan. 12th man:
Harbhajan Singh.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
meets Indian Olympians

Narendra Modi meets Indian OlympiansPrime Min-
ister Narendra Modi being presented a jersey by bronze
medallist men's hockey team members PR Sreejesh,
Harmanpreet Singh and others during his interaction with
the Indian contingent for Paris Olympics, in New Delhi,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday met the In-
dian Olympic contingent which returned from the Paris
Games with 6 medals.

Double bronze medal winner shooter Manu Bhaker,
the Indian hockey team who also won the bronze, shoot-
ers Sarabjot Singh, Swapnil Kusale, wrestler Aman
Sehrawat, boxer Lovlina Borgohain and weightlifter
Saikhom Mirabai Chanu as well as badminton star
Lakshya Sen were all present and interacted with the PM
at his residence.The PM said that every player who went
to Paris is a champion and the government will continue
to support sports and ensure that a top-quality sporting
infrastructure is built.“It was a delight to interact with the
Indian contingent that represented our nation in the Paris
Olympics. Heard their experiences from the games and
lauded their feats on the sports field. Every player who
went to Paris is a champion. The Government of India will
continue to support sports and ensure that a top-quality

sporting infrastructure is built,” he said in a series of posts
on X.The hockey team presented the PM with a stick signed
by all the players. The players, including the just-retired
PR Sreejesh and captain Harmanpreet Singh, were seen
posing with the PM with the bronze medals on their necks.
Every player who went to Paris is a champion. The Gov-
ernment of India will continue to support sports and en-
sure that a top-quality sporting infrastructure is built.
pic.twitter.com/WhglD22Bp — Narendra Modi
(@narendramodi) August 15, 2024Bhaker was seen ex-
plaining the PM about the pistol with which she shot down
two bronze medals — in 10m air pistol and 10m air pistol
mixed event — in Paris. Sehrawat was also seen posing
with the PM with an India jersey with his signature on
it.Silver medallist javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra was not
present for the interaction as he is yet to return home due
to him going to Germany from France in order to consult
a doctor about his groin injury, as per reports. It was a
delight to interact with the Indian contingent that repre-
sented our nation in the Paris Olympics. Heard their ex-
periences from the games and lauded their feats on the
sports field. Modi addressed the members of the Indian
contingent and also interacted with some of them. Sports
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya and Indian Olympic Asso-
ciation president PT Usha were also present.Earlier in
the day, the members of the Indian contingent were
present at the historic Red Fort where Modi addressed
the nation on the occasion of the 78th Independence
Day.In his address, the PM said that it was his dream for
India to host the Olympics and they are preparing for it.“It
is the dream of India to host the 2036 Olympics, we are
making preparations for that. India organising the G20
Summit on a large scale has proven that India has the
capability to organise large-scale events,” he said.He also
lauded the Olympians for their performance, saying, “To-
day, we also have with us the youth who made the Indian
flag fly high in the Olympics. On behalf of 140 crore coun-
trymen, | congratulate all our athletes and players.”

Steve Smith ‘not fussed’ about opening in Test
matches despite a mixed start in new position

Australian talisman Steven Smith earlier this year
has taken the opening slot of the Test side. Despite hav-
ing a good record as the number four batter and other
positions in the middle order the 35-year-old volunteered
to take up the spot and embrace the challenge of playing
brand new ball post-David Warner’s retirement.

However, in the four innings against West Indies
earlier this year he had mixed results. Though he made a
crucial 91 in the second innings of Adelaide he struggled
in the other three innings having an overall average of
28.50 in the position. When asked about the record Smith
would respond by saying, “You’ll have to ask the men in
charge but I'm not fussed either way,” Smith was quoted
as saying by Code Sports.“Some challenging conditions
with the new ball, in particular. So | would have liked to
score a few more runs,” Smith would add. “That’s the
game sometimes but | played pretty well in the second
innings at the Gabba where we couldn’t get over the line,
unfortunately. It’s just a position to me so it doesn’t really
faze me too much.”

“I don’t like waiting to bat, so | thought why don’t | put
my hand up and have a crack up top? That way, you can
get Cameron Green in and you’re playing your best six
batters,” Smith would give rationale earlier this year on

SR

Fox Cricket. “l am (excited). | like facing the newer ball. If
you look back to the 2019 Ashes, | was in pretty early
there most of the time when | was facing the new ball.“l
batted no.3 from a number of years as well and was in
early and did pretty well against the new ball. So it’s noth-
ing new or foreign to me. | enjoy getting in there and
getting amongst it and I'm looking forward to that chal-
lenge,” he further said at the time.Smith’s biggest chal-
lenge as opener would come later this year when Austra-
lia face India for a match Test series at home.

Devon Conway and Finn Allen become latest
to deny New Zealand Central Contracts

GNS News Agency,GNS News Agency, August 17

After Kane Williamson and Lockie Ferguson now
Devon Conway joins the list of players to deny New
Zealand’s central contract. Instead, the southpaw has
opted for a casual playing contract for the next 12
months.“The decision to move away from a central play-
ing contract isn’'t one I've taken lightly, but | believe it is
the best for me and my family at this present time,” Conway
said.

The 33-year-old declined the central contract to play
in the SA20 league in January next year. “Firstly, I'd like
to thank New Zealand Cricket for their support through
this process,” he would say.However, Conway is also
hopeful to participate in all the upcoming Test matches
for New Zealand and Champions Trophy 2025. “Playing
for the Black Caps is still the pinnacle for me and I'm
hugely passionate about representing New Zealand and
winning games of international cricket,” Conway said.“I'm
excited to be part of the upcoming Test squads for an
important period in the ICC World Test Championship
cycle and am looking forward to being involved in the
ICC Champions Trophy in Pakistan next February if se-
lected,” he added.

Additionally, young Finn Allen has opted out of the
contract. However, he will not be provided with a casual

contract. His selection will be decided based on a case-
by-case scenario.Earlier talisman Williamson has stepped
down as white-ball captain after the team’s early exit from
the T20 World Cup and has also declined the national
contract for the 2024-25 season.However, he assures
his commitment to the Blackcaps going forward when-
ever needed and also leaves the door open to potentially
accepting the central contract in the future.“The 33-year-
old has opted to take advantage of a particular set of
circumstances this summer in which very little interna-
tional cricket is being played in New Zealand during the
January window,” stated New Zealand Cricket in their
statement at the time.

After disappointing CAS verdict, sporting
fraternity rally behind the 'Kohinoor of India'

GNS News Agency, August 17

New Delhi: The Indian sporting fraternity reacted
with disappointment at the Court of Arbitration for Sport’s
(CAS) verdict rejecting wrestler Vinesh Phogat's appeal
against her Olympic disqualification but said she will re-
main a champion for them.The ad-hoc division of the CAS
on Wednesday rejected Vinesh’s appeal against a gut-
wrenching disqualification from the Paris Olympics 50kg
final for being 100gm overweight, which dashed any
hopes of securing a belated silver medal.“It’s disappoint-
ing but we can’t do anything about that,” hockey legend
PR Sreejesh, who retired after inspiring the Indian team
to a second consecutive Olympic bronze medal in the
Paris Games, said.Tokyo Olympics bronze medallist
Bajrang Punia said a medal has been snatched away
from Vinesh. “| believe your medal was snatched away in
this darkness. You are shining like a diamond in the whole

world today,” Punia, who led a long sit-in protest along
with Vinesh and Sakshi Malik accusing former WFI chief
Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh of sexually harassing women
grapplers, posted on ‘X'.

The 29-year-old Vinesh was disqualified on the
morning of the women’s 50kg freestyle final last week. In
her appeal, Vinesh had demanded that she be given a
joint silver with Cuban wrestler Yusneylis Guzman Lopez,
who lost to her in the semifinals but was promoted to the
summit clash following the Indian’s disqualification.The
gold was claimed by American Sarah Ann Hildebrandt. A
decision on Vinesh’s appeal was postponed three times.
Despite extending the deadline till August 16 to announce
the verdict, the decision against the star grappler came
out Wednesday evening and it was a terse one-line state-
ment. “It is a sad news but what can we say. A
sportsperson works extremely hard and if something like
this happens with anyone, it hurts.
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