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16 dead in rain-related incidents, Telangana govt
urges Centre to declare floods as national calamity

 Badminton player Nitesh
Kumar wins maiden gold

S C says law does not allow bulldozing of homes of accused,
their kins; proposes framing uniform, pan-India guidelines

Hussain Sagar filled to
the brim; continues to get inflow

Hyderabad: Due to heavy inflow, Hussain Sagar continued to be filled to the brim with water on Monday, even
as the Greater Hyderabad Municipal Authority (GHMC) authorities opened four sluice gates to release the water.The
current water level in the lake was recorded at 513.60 metres against the Full Tank Level (FTL) of 514 metres. Earlier,
the GHMC had alerted people in areas along the discharge channels.Following incessant rains since the past few
days, Hussain Sagar received huge inflows through storm water drains from different parts of the twin cities.With an
Orange alert already issued for Hyderabad and rainfall continuing in and around the city, the GHMC officials are
closely monitoring the water level.

Strategic Nala Development
Programme saved Hyderabad

from floods, says KTR
GNS News Agency, Sept 2
Hyderabad: Former Municipal Administration and

Urban Development Minister and BRS working president
KT Rama Rao said on Monday that the Strategic Nala
Development Programme (SNDP) implemented by the
previous BRS government was the key reason why
Hyderabad was spared from major flooding despite the
heavy rains in the last few days.

In a statement, Rama Rao said the SNDP, initiated
by former Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao, pro-
vided a permanent solution to the perennial flooding is-
sue in Hyderabad. Despite the incessant downpours, low-
lying areas of the city did not experience the usual water-
logging, which he attributed to the success of the SNDP.
Residents of the flood-affected areas have acknowledged
that the SNDP was instrumental in protecting them from
the deluge, he said, expressing gratitude to all those who
were part of the SNDP implementation.

Pointing out that in the erstwhile State, heavy rains
and floods would inundate low-lying areas of Hyderabad,
he said the KCR government had identified the issue
and conceived the SNDP as a comprehensive solution.
Under the SNDP, the State government undertook 60
major works worth Rs.985 crore to strengthen the city’s
stormwater and sewage infrastructure. This proactive
measure ensured that Hyderabad was spared from the
flood crisis, even without any financial assistance from
the Centre.Rama Rao said the SNDP involved the rapid
development of 36 key nalas (drainage channels) that
would otherwise overflow with even minor rainfall. The
fact that these areas did not witness waterlogging de-
spite the recent heavy downpours was a testament to the
success of the SNDP, as confirmed by the residents them-
selves. Under the erstwhile Greater Municipal Corpora-
tion of Hyderabad, the stormwater and sewage systems
were in a dilapidated condition, leading to the merging of
the two systems and creating an overall chaotic situation.
As part of the SNDP, the restoration of old nalas and
construction of new ones were undertaken on a war foot-
ing, he recalled, conveying his appreciation to all stake-
holders who were involved in the implementation of the
SNDP.

SCR cancels trains due
to waterlogging on tracks

Hyderabad: Due to heavy rains and water logging over the tracks at several locations, the South Central
Railway (SCR) has cancelled various trains running on September 2 and 3.

Accordingly, Secunderabad – Sirpur Kaghaznagar (17233); Sirpur Kaghaznagar – Secunderabad (17234);
Secunderabad – Shalimar (12774); Shalimar – Secunderabad (12773); Secunderabad – Visakhapatnam (22204);
Visakhapatnam – Secunderabad (12805); Secunderabad – Visakhapatnam (20707); Visakhapatnam – Secunderabad
(20708) and Secunderabad – Visakhapatnam (20834).

KTR slams Rahul Gandhi over
Congress failure in Telangana

PM Modi enquires
about AP flood situation,
assures Naidu of all help

GNS News Agency,
Sept 2

At least 16 people lost
their lives in various rain-
related incidents, while
some persons were still
missing during the current
spell of heavy rainfall in
Telangana even as Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy
decided to urge the Centre
to declare the floods in the
state as a national
calamity.State IT and Indus-
tries Minister D Sridhar
Babu told reporters that full
details would be known af-
ter reports on the extent of
damage were
received.Revanth Reddy,
who reviewed the rain situ-
ation with officials here,
announced an ex-gratia of
Rs five lakh each to the kin
of those who were killed in
rain-related incidents, a
press release said.The
state government will sub-

mit a comprehensive report
on the flood damage to the
Centre, it said.The govern-
ment will write a letter to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi requesting him to visit
the flood-affected areas in
the state and also urging
the Centre to declare the
floods in Telangana as a
national calamity.The re-
lease also said authorities
were instructed to respond
quickly to the damage
caused to the public.It said
compensation would be

increased for the loss of
cattle, goats and sheep.

During the CM’s re-
view meeting, officials have
been asked to remain alert
in areas where heavy rains
have been forecast. District
Collectors have been told
to set up call centres in the
districts to provide relief to
the rain-hit citizens.CM
Revanth Reddy declared
Rs five crore immediate
assistance to the flood-hit
districts of Khammam,
Bhadradri Kothagudem,

Mahbubabad and
Suryapet.He asked officials
to set up a system at the
government’s Command
Control Centre here to deal
with emergency situations.

He also directed offi-
cials to provide training to
eight police battalions on
par with the National Di-
saster Response Force
(NDRF) for emergency ser-
vices during heavy rains.

The Police Commis-
sioners of Hyderabad,
Cyberabad and
Rachakonda have been
asked to address traffic
problems, if any, during
heavy rains, the release
said.The Chief Minister
also told the officials to
quickly carry out repairs to
the roads damaged due to
the rains and to address
problems with regard to
power supply.

GNS News Agency, Sept 2
Amaravati: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sun-

day assured Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu of all possible help from the Centre
to deal with the crisis following heavy rains in the
State.Modi spoke to Naidu over phone to enquire about
the prevailing flood situation in the State where several
places, Vijayawada being one of the worst affected, are
being pounded by heavy rainfall for the past two days
due to a depression.

“Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu explained about
the ongoing flood relief work while Modi told him that
Central government departments concerned have been
directed to extend necessary help to the State,” said an
official statement released by the State government late
Sunday.The Prime Minister said departments have also
been instructed to immediately dispatch necessary equip-
ment, it said and added that Naidu thanked Modi for the
help. Earlier on Sunday, Naidu asked the Centre for ad-
ditional National Disaster Response Force teams, power
boats and helicopters to intensify relief operations.

Meanwhile, the Secunderabad-headquartered
South Central Railway (SCR) zone, which also includes
the Vijayawada Division, cancelled 140 trains and di-
verted 97 more on Sunday. Nearly 6,000 passengers
were provided with breakfast and drinking water at
Rayanapadu, Kondapalli, Tenali, Vijayawada, Nidubrolu
and Bapatla railway stations.The Chennai-bound Tamil
Nadu Express was halted at Rayanapadu railway station
and its passengers were provided with packed food items,
along with lunch arrangements. Besides setting up emer-
gency control rooms and helplines, the railways also
made alternative travel provisions by arranging buses
from Rayanapaud to Vijayawada and Kondapalli to
Vijayawada. As many as 84 buses were
arranged.Telangana’s Suryapeta Superintendent of Po-
lice Sunpreet Singh advised people heading to
Vijayawada and Khammam to postpone their journeys
due to the inclement weather. “Due to heavy rains, water
is flowing on NH 65 at Chillakallu and Nandigama of
Andhra Pradesh limits, and the Paleru river is overflow-
ing on the road at Nayakinigudem on the way from
Suryapet to Khammam,” said Singh in a press release.

GNS News Agency, Sept 2
Hyderabad: BRS working president KT Rama Rao

on Monday questioned Congress leader Rahul Gandhi‘s
remarks on the Telangana government’s response to the
floods here, and said the Congress leadership in the State
had actually failed to deliver on its responsibilities during
the ongoing crisis. Unlike Gandhi’s claims of ‘tireless ef-
forts’, he said the State government’s performance was
marked by inadequate relief efforts and lack of
accountability.“Rahul Ji, your government and the Chief
Minister have failed the people of Telangana and their
mandate,” Rama Rao said, adding that it was not enough
for him to merely urge action. Gandhi must ensure that
the Congress government in Telangana takes effective
relief efforts and take responsibility for the disaster, he
said, charging the Congress party with shattering
Telangana’s vision due to its neglect, leading to a grow-
ing loss of faith among the people. “If you truly care about
Telangana as much as you claim, these many instances
of gross negligence and deliberate harm wouldn’t be
happening,” he said.The BRS leader also questioned
the purpose of an elected government if people were left
to fend for themselves during such crisis. “The onus of
this systematic failure is on the Congress Party. If people
have to fend for themselves and pray for a miracle in-
stead of receiving timely aid, what is the point of an elected
government?” he questioned.

GNS News Agency, Sept 2
The Supreme Court on Monday (September 2, 2024)

questioned the bulldozing of homes and private proper-
ties of persons accused of crimes or even their relatives
by States as a possible act of public retribution, saying
the law does not permit the destruction of the family shel-
ters of even convicts.“How can anybody’s home be de-
molished because he is an accused in a case? The law
does not permit that… Can it happen even if a person is
a convict?” Justice B.R. Gavai, heading a Bench with
Justice K.V. Viswanathan, asked.Senior advocate
Dushyant Dave, appearing for the petitioner side along
with senior advocate C.U. Singh, urged the court to make
a statement that “bulldozer justice will not be meted out
anywhere in the country”.Solicitor General Tushar Mehta,
for the Uttar Pradesh government which has been blamed
for retributory demolitions, said municipal laws provide
for the demolition of illegal structures.Mr. Mehta denied
targetted, communal or retributive demolitions by States.
He said the States follow the law. Demolitions happened
after complying with statutory procedure. The law officer
said even the government was against retributive demo-
litions of accused persons’ or their families’ homes and
properties. That was not permitted under the law.However,
he urged the court to consider an alternative to the peti-
tioners’ narrative.

Mr. Mehta asked what if a person, accused of a
crime, had already been facing a notice from the munici-
pal authorities, warning him that his illegal structure was

bound to be demolished.“If he has a pending notice, he
will not be absolved because he happens to be an ac-
cused in a crime. From the facts gleaned in many cases,
notices had been sent to these persons. They later hap-
pened to be accused in crimes,” Mr. Mehta countered.

Justice Gavai acknowledged that municipal laws do
provide for demolition of illegal constructions, but they
seem to be implemented “more in breach”.“We are not
protecting any unauthorised structures, may it even be
temples…” Justice Gavai remarked. Mr. Mehta intervened
to say “any religious structures”.Justice Gavai under-
scored that “immoveable properties can be demolished
only in accordance with procedure laid down in
law”.Justice Viswanathan said the apex court was intend-
ing to lay down uniform guidelines on a pan-India basis
to streamline the procedure for identifying unauthorised
structures, issuing notice to persons concerned, giving
them a fair hearing and subsequent action.“If we lay down
guidelines, even digitalise the process, neither authori-
ties nor the persons concerned can take advantage,”
Justice Viswanathan said.The court listed the case on
September 17 for laying down guidelines. It asked peti-
tioners to provide it with suggestions.The petitioners had
highlighted the recent cases of demolitions in Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan.In Madhya Pradesh, a family’s
ancestral home was pulled down. In Udaipur, the munici-
pal corporation demolished a tenant’s house for alleg-
edly ‘encroaching’ on forest land. The razing of the house
had followed shortly after the tenant’s 15-year-old son
was arrested for allegedly stabbing his classmate from
another community, leading to communal tensions in the
city.The last time the court heard the case in 2022, Mr.
Dave, appearing for Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind, had said the
court should view the problem from a larger
perspective.He said the country was a facing an “extraor-
dinarily serious” situation. Justice was being delivered
by the arms of the bulldozer. Rule of law lay in the
debris.Mr. Dave had argued that powerful State govern-
ments and its functionaries were taking advantage of
municipal laws to “wreck vengeance” by using bulldoz-
ers to demolish the private homes and buildings of people
whom they believe were behind communal violence and
riots.

GNS News Agency, Sept 2
India’s Nitesh Kumar clinched his maiden gold

medal at the Paralympics, defeating Great Britain’s Daniel
Bethell in a gripping men’s singles SL3 badminton final
in Paris on Monday The 29-year-old from Haryana show-
cased incredible resilience and tactical brilliance, over-
coming Tokyo silver medallist Bethell in a nail-biting con-
test that lasted an hour and 20 minutes, with the final
scoreline reading 21-14 18-21 23-21.“I still don’t feel it.
May be when I go to the podium and the national anthem
is played, it will sink in,” Nitesh said after the match.   What
an absolutely phenomenal performance by Nitesh Kumar
in the Men's Singles SL3! After a thrilling three-set match,
Nitesh has clinched the gold with a final scoreline of 21-
14, 18-21, 23-21. The 3rd set was an edge-of-the-seat
battle that… pic.twitter.com/ReQa663Hfm   Competing in
the SL3 category, which is reserved for players with se-
vere lower limb disabilities and requires to play on a half-
width court, Nitesh’s journey to gold was anything but
ordinary.At the age of 15, he lost his left leg in a train
accident in Visakhapatnam in 2009. However, this dev-
astating event didn’t crush his spirit.His victory on Mon-
day (September 2, 2024) not only marked a personal
triumph but also ensured that India retained the SL3 gold,
which Pramod Bhagat had won three years ago when
badminton made its Paralympic debut in Tokyo.Facing
an opponent who had beaten him nine times in the past,
Nitesh, an IIT Mandi graduate, displayed immense men-
tal fortitude as he recorded his first win over Bethell.“I
didn’t think it this way.

SC granted bail to Bibhav Kumar in Swati
Maliwal assault case, subject to certain conditions

Harish demands
urgent relief as floods
leave State in chaos
GNS News Agency, Sept 2
Hyderabad: Senior BRS leader T Harish Rao on

Sunday demanded the government provide urgent relief
as the flood has left the State in chaos.

He took to X stating, “An unexpected disaster has
left the State in chaos, with the loss of many lives deeply
saddening us. We extend our heartfelt condolences to
the affected families. While some mourn the loss of their
loved ones, others have been left homeless and desper-
ate. Many have lost their livestock, crops, and livelihoods,
and the sorrow is palpable. Each person’s story is a re-
minder of the tragedy this disaster has brought.”

GNS News Agency, Sept 2
New Delhi: Bibhav Kumar was granted bail on Mon-

day by the Supreme Court in the assault case against
Rajya Sabha MP Swati Maliwal. The Supreme Court
granted Bibhav Kumar this relief subject to certain limita-
tions. During the hearing of Vibhav Kumar's bail request,
the Supreme Court made a significant statement.

According to the Supreme Court, the accused has

been in jail for almost 100 days. As per the medical re-
port, this was a simple injury. However, the Delhi Police
rejected Bibhav's bail at the Supreme Court. According
to the police, the presence of many key witnesses in this
case is still awaited, and Bibhav has the ability to influ-
ence the evidence and witnesses. On this, the court said
that we will keep such conditions so that he cannot do
so.During the hearing, the Supreme Court further stated
that the records show that 51 witnesses are to be exam-
ined in court. The trial will take time. The Additional So-
licitor General claims that the accused can influence key
witnesses, according to the judge. He believes that bail
should not be granted until the witnesses testify. We want
to put such a condition that he cannot do so. If the ac-
cused tries to influence the witnesses, it will be consid-
ered a misuse of bail.

* Accused not to visit CM's residence.* Immediate
recording of important witness statements.* The accused
and people associated with him should not comment on
the case.•The accused should not be given any such
position by which he can influence the case.• Bibhav
should not be appointed as CM's personal secretary or
any such post.•
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 MSRTC gets nod to convert
5,000 diesel buses to LNG

GNS News Agency, Sept 2
The initiative, announced by the Deputy Chief Min-

ister in the 2023-2024 budget speech, has now received
a green signal from the home department. The conver-
sion process, which will span four years, is set to receive
a total funding of Rs 970 crore. MSRTCThe initiative,
announced by the Deputy Chief Minister in the 2023-
2024 budget speech, has now received a green signal
from the home department. The conversion process,
which will span four years, is set to receive a total funding
of Rs 970 crore.In tune with the state government’s green
transit plan, the Maharashtra State Road Transport Cor-
poration (MSRTC) plans to convert 5,000 diesel-run buses
to Liquified Natural Gas (LNG) on Monday. As part of the
same initiative, the Pune division will receive 250 electric
buses by March next year.The initiative, announced by
the Deputy Chief Minister in the 2023-2024 budget
speech, has now received a green signal from the home
department. The conversion process, which will span four
years, is set to receive a total funding of Rs 970 crore.

The allocation will be disbursed over four financial
years, from 2024-25 to 2027-28. The initial amount allo-
cated in the year 2024-25 will be Rs 40 crore, which will
increase to Rs 200 crore in FY 2025-26. The amount will
then grow to Rs 370 crore in FY 2026-27 and Rs 360
crore in FY 2027-28.Pramod Nehul, an MSRTC official in
the Pune division, said that as part of the initiative to adopt
green mobility solutions, MSRTC plans to add 5,150 elec-
tric buses to its fleet across the state. Of which, 250 elec-
tric buses are mentioned as ‘awaiting’ for Pune.“The plan
has been bifurcated based on Maharashtra’s regions;
thus LNG and CNG buses will be provided to Nagpur
and coastal regions like Konkan where pipelines are
available. However, regions like Marathwada and Pune
will receive electric buses, as CNG rates are high in these
areas,” he said.“We are waiting for 250 electric buses to
be deployed in Pune, which, according to higher authori-
ties, are expected to arrive by March 2025,” Nehul
added.Nehul also informed that currently, 824 MSRTC
buses are operating in Pune, consisting of 200 CNG
buses, 64 electric buses, 450 Ordinary High-Speed Die-
sel (ORD HSD) buses, and 110 AC High-Speed Diesel
(AC HSD) buses.According to an official resolution dated
August 26, 2024, provided by MSRTC official Abhijeet
Bhosle of Mumbai division, the proposal was finalised
last year following a high-level meeting on September
22, where the plan to convert diesel buses to LNG was
discussed in detail. The official document stated that a
total of 5,000 LNG buses would be inducted, with each
bus costing Rs 19.4 lakh, totalling Rs 970 crore.As per
MSRTC, the transport corporation currently has a total of
15,000 buses in its fleet, with 60,000 commuters travel-
ing daily across Maharashtra.

Delhi court grants bail to alleged
mastermind of Rs 91 lakh cyber fraud

GNS News Agency, Sept 2
cyber fraudAdvocate Pravesh Dabas, representing

the accused, argued before the court that the investiga-
tion relating to Dinesh had already been completed and
no purpose would be served by keeping him in judicial
custody.The alleged mastermind of the nearly Rs 91 lakh
cyber fraud, who was among eight people arrested in
July by the Delhi Police, was recently granted bail by a
court. According to the Delhi Police, Dinesh was among
those who defrauded a man named Sachin Bansal of Rs
90 lakh through a WhatsApp group called “Thakor Acad-
emy of Financial Institution”.Bansal, who joined the group
on January 17, was given “stock market investment tips”
by the members of the group. He was also asked to open
a cryptocurrency account on the website http://
www.yotemog.com under the pretext of high trading re-
turns. From April 2 to June 16, Bansal transferred nearly
Rs 90 lakh to 19 different accounts provided to him by the
members of the group. Bansal later realised he had been
defrauded, after which the alleged accounts were
frozen.While granting Dinesh bail last Friday, Chief Judi-
cial Magistrate Nabeela Wali of Patiala House Court said,
“…recovery of incriminating material has already been
affected from the applicant/ accused and mobile phone
of applicant/ accused has been seized and the IO has not
produced anything before the Court to show the basic
information and material for arresting the
accused”.Advocate Pravesh Dabas, representing the
accused, argued before the court that the investigation
relating to Dinesh had already been completed and no
purpose would be served by keeping him in judicial cus-

tody. He also claimed Dinesh had no relation to the crime
and was falsely implicated based on statements given by
the co-accused.On the other hand, the prosecution
strongly opposed his bail plea stating that he was the
“shrewd” mastermind in this case and that if released on
bail, he may help his associates escape and destroy evi-
dence.

During the probe, all the suspected accounts were
frozen at the direction of the police. One of the accounts
registered in the name of Gaurav Trading had a balance
of Rs 46 lakh in it.Ajay and Mohit — the accused in the
case — allegedly visited the bank where this account
was opened to de-freeze it using a “forged” notice. They
also allegedly sent an e-mail to the bank manager, im-
personating the investigative officer of the Intelligence
Fusion and Strategic Operations (IFSO) unit of the Delhi
Police and asking him to immediately “de-freeze” the said
account.

Punjab govt approves proposal to enhance
cadre strength of PCS officers by 59

GNS News Agency, Sept 2
The Punjab government will have 59 more state civil

services officers, with the Cabinet Thursday giving a nod
to the decision to increase the Punjab Public Service
Commission (PPSC) posts to 369 from the existing
310.Punjab Finance Minister Harpal Singh Cheema said,
“This will enhance the strength of Punjab Civil Services
(Executive Branch) cadres from existing 310 posts to 369
posts. This is done to provide more employment opportu-
nities to the youth and enhance the administrative effi-
ciency of the state government in the larger public
interest.”Cheema said, “The decision has been taken
based on the administrative requirements to increase the
number of Sub Divisions and creation of a new
district.”“The numbers of civil services officers reviewed
after more than eight years will pave the way for increas-
ing posts at the level of Joint Secretary in Punjab Civil
Secretariat, Chief Minister’s Field Officers (earlier AC,
Grievances), Sub Divisional Magistrates, EM-cum-Pro-
tocol Officers, ADC (UD), Directors, Mission Directors in
the field and others,” the minister added.Ponds along
Ghaggar

The Cabinet also gave a nod for the construction of
ponds along the Ghaggar river in Chandu village to re-
charge the groundwater.Cheema said, “The government
require 20 acres of panchayat land for ponds which would
be dug up up to 40 feet. The Ghaggar in spate will fill
these ponds with floodwater and villages like Chandu
and others will be saved from flooding.”“However, during
other seasons, canals will replenish ponds for judicious

use of water. This will help recharge the groundwater
and farmers in adjoining areas can use this water for
irrigation,” Cheema said, adding more ponds will be set
up in the future to minimise the damage and destruction
caused by the flooded Ghaggar.Sessions Division court

The Cabinet also gave the go-ahead to the creation
of Sessions Division in Malerkotla, creating 36 new posts,
including the post of District and Sessions Judge for Ses-
sions Division, to ensure dispensation of justice to the
people of Malerkotla district in their district itself. “This will
save the time, money and energy of the common man as
they will not need to travel to other districts seeking jus-
tice,” the minister said.Deceased DSP’s widow to get govt
jobsIn a humanitarian gesture, the Cabinet gave the green
signal to the proposal to provide a government job to
Rupinder Kaur, the wife of Deputy Superintendent of
Police (DSP) Sandeep Singh who died in the line of duty.

Rupinder Kaur will be appointed as a Naib Tehsildar
on compassionate grounds. While performing election
duty, DSP Sandeep Singh died in a road accident on the
intervening night of April 5 and 6.

Facilitating taxpayers and ensuring tax compliance
with them, the Cabinet accorded permission to amend
the Punjab Good and Services Tax (PGST) Act, 2017 to
define Input Service Distributors and the manner of distri-
bution of credit by them, to take Extra Neutral Alcohol
used in manufacture of alcoholic liquor for human con-
sumption out of purview of State GST, to allow an
authorised representative for appearing on behalf of the
summoned person before the proper authority and to limit
period for issuing demand notices and orders by reduc-
ing it to 42 months in respect of demands from the Finan-
cial Year 2024-25 onwards. It also aims to reduce the
maximum amount of pre-deposit for filing an appeal be-
fore the Appellate Authority from Rs 25 crore to Rs 20
crore, to provide for a conditional waiver of interest and
penalty in respect of demand notices issued under sec-
tion 73 of the Act for the Financial Years 2017-18, 2018-
19 and 2019-20 and to give retrospective effect to sec-
tion 168A of the PGST Act from March 31, 2020.

Nod to extend policy of engaging house surgeons/
physicians for another yearThe Cabinet approved the
extension of the Health and Family Welfare Department’s
policy to engage house surgeons/ house physicians for
another year to ensure unhindered and quality healthcare
services.Green signal to premature release of 3
prisonersThe Cabinet also gave its consent to send the
case of three life convicts confined in jails of the state,
seeking premature release. After the nod of the Cabinet
under Article 163 of the Constitution of India, this special
premature release case will be submitted to the Punjab
Governor under Article 161 of the Indian Constitution for
consideration.

Punjab Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema said, “This
will enhance the strength of
Punjab Civil Services (Executive
Branch) cadres from existing 310
posts to 369 posts."

‘If Tanaji Sawant is not sacked,
we should quit Mahayuti’: NCP
spokesperson Umesh Patil hits

out after minister’s jibe

GNS News Agency, Sept 2
tanaji sawantSpeaking at a public event on Thurs-

day, Sawant, who belongs to the Shiv Sena led by Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde, said, “I have never got along
with Congress and NCP all my life. In the Cabinet meet-
ing, when I sit next to each other, I come out of the meet-
ing and vomit.”Maharashtra Health Minister Tanaji
Sawant’s remark that he “vomits” after sitting with Nation-
alist Congress Party (NCP) ministers during Cabinet
meetings has ruffled feathers in Ajit Pawar’s party with
spokesperson Umesh Patil demanding that the Shiv Sena
leader be sacked.“Either he stays or the NCP. If he is not
sacked, we should quit the Mahayuti Cabinet. I request
our national president Ajit Pawar and all our senior lead-
ers to quit the Cabinet,” Patil told on Friday.Pawar should
not attend any Cabinet meeting till Sawant is sacked,
Patil added. “Even our ministers should boycott Cabinet
meetings till Sawant is sacked. We will not accept
Sawant’s apology or statement that he was misinter-
preted. We want him out immediately,” Patil said.

Speaking at a public event on Thursday, Sawant,
who belongs to the Shiv Sena led by Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde, said, “I have never got along with Congress and
NCP all my life. In the Cabinet meeting, when I sit next to
each other, I come out of the meeting and vomit.”Shiv
Sena spokesperson Naresh Mhaske refused to comment
on the matter. “This is not my subject,” he said.

Patil said the NCP was not desperate for power.
“We cannot work with a minister who makes such a dis-
paraging comment. He is not a minister who deserves to
be in the Mahayuti Cabinet…he should be sacked imme-
diately,” said Patil.

Hitting out at Sawant, Patil said, “I don’t remember
any politician in the country who has made such humili-
ating comments against fellow politicians. Sawant is a
cruel man at heart. If he is allowed to continue, it will
tarnish the image of politicians. People will not allow poli-
ticians to purchase flats in their societies or live amidst
them.”Meanwhile, reacting to Sawant’s remarks, Mahesh
Tapase, the chief spokesperson of the NCP (SP), ex-
pressed disbelief at how Ajit Pawar’s party was tolerating
such an insult.“I never imagined that Ajit Dada, who once
commanded immense respect within the NCP, would
compromise his self-respect for power,” Tapase said,
criticising Ajit Pawar’s decision to break away from Sharad
Pawar’s party, saying it appeared to have led to public
humiliation rather than political gain.

Tapase pointed out that Sawant’s remarks reflected
the growing discomfort among Shinde Sena members
over Ajit Pawar’s inclusion into the government. He also
questioned the silence of senior NCP leaders like Praful
Patel, Chhagan Bhujbal, and Sunil Tatkare. “Sawant’s
statement has effectively erased Ajit Dada’s political
standing, and yet, his own party members remain silent,”
Tapase said.He also took potshots at Bhujbal’s assertion
that Ajit Pawar’s NCP would secure 80 to 90 seats in the
upcoming Assembly elections in the state. “Given the
current state of affairs, Ajit Dada’s NCP might not even
secure 25 seats, and it’s this desperation that has led to
such humiliating treatment,”

 Tapase added.Tapase said sitting next to Ajit Pawar
used to be a matter of pride among party cadres when
Ajit Pawar was with Sharad Pawar’s NCP. “Today, it is
disheartening to see him endure such indignity,” Tapase
said, hinting that Sawant’s words likely reflect the senti-
ments of CM Shinde and Deputy Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis.

Structural consultant named
in FIR in Shivaji statue

collapse held from Kolhapur

GNS News Agency, Sept 2
Chetan Patil, the structural consultant named in the

FIR registered in connection with the collapse of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj’s statue in Maharashtra’s
Sindhudurg district, has been arrested from Kolhapur,
police said on Friday.Patil was taken into custody late on
Thursday night and was handed over to the Sindhudurg
police for further investigation, said Kolhapur Superin-
tendent of Police Mahendra Pandit.According to the
Sindhudurg police, Patil has been arrested in the case.

Patil, a resident of Kolhapur, had claimed on Wednes-
day that he was not the structural consultant for the
project.Speaking to the Marathi news channel ABP
Majha, Patil, named in the FIR along with artist Jaydeep
Apte, had said that he had submitted the design of the
platform to the Indian Navy through the state’s Public
Works Department (PWD) but had nothing to do with the
statue itself.“A Thane-based company did the statue-re-
lated work. I was just asked to work on the platform on
which the statue was being erected,” Patil had said.The
35-foot statue of the 17th-century Maratha warrior king,
unveiled by Prime Minister Narendra Modi at Rajkot fort
in Malvan tehsil of Sindhudurg on Navy Day (December
4) last year, collapsed around 1 pm on Monday.The inci-
dent caused embarrassment to the Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde-led state government and invited criticism and
protests from the opposition parties. Shinde said the statue
was designed and constructed by the Indian Navy.

Mohali’s Bajwa builder
arrested a day after HC rap

 GNS News Agency, Sept 2
Recently, Vigilance Bureau (VB) had booked Bajwa-

the Managing Director of Bajwa developers, Deepak
Kumar, Shampur, both employees of Bajwa, Manbir
Singh, a notary, and Harbir Singh, a property dealer in
another case of cheating and forgery. The accused were
booked on the complaint of Sucha Singh, a resident of
Raipur village. MohaliRecently, Vigilance Bureau (VB)
had booked Bajwa- the Managing Director of Bajwa de-
velopers, Deepak Kumar, Shampur, both employees of
Bajwa, Manbir Singh, a notary, and Harbir Singh, a prop-
erty dealer in another case of cheating and forgery. The
accused were booked on the complaint of Sucha Singh,
a resident of Raipur village.A day after Punjab and
Haryana High Court summoned Punjab Director Gen-
eral of Police (DGP) over the issue of arrest of Mohali-
based developer Jarnail Singh Bajwa, the district police
on Thursday arrested Bajwa in an old case registered
against him at Sohana police station.

The sources in the district police confirmed to that
Bajwa was arrested Thursday in a case registered against
him at Sohana police station.Bajwa remained in contro-
versy after several cases were lodged against him for
cheating by the state police.Recently, Vigilance Bureau
(VB) had booked Bajwa- the Managing Director of Bajwa
developers, Deepak Kumar, Shampur, both employees
of Bajwa, Manbir Singh, a notary, and Harbir Singh, a
property dealer in another case of cheating and forgery.
The accused were booked on the complaint of Sucha
Singh, a resident of Raipur village.On Wednesday, the
Punjab and Haryana High Court had directed Mohali
realtor Jarnail Singh Bajwa of Bajwa Developers to fur-
nish details of all immovable and liquid assets owned by
him, either as a partner, director, or in an individual ca-
pacity. Justice Sandeep Moudgil had further instructed
that the properties/assets be fully identified as per the
Land Revenue Records maintained by the concerned
authorities.

The HC had issued these directions while hearing a
petition filed by Kuldeepak Mittal against the State of
Punjab and other respondents. The petitioner had noted
that while Bajwa’s bail had been cancelled by the high
court on October 20, 2023, no action to arrest him had
been taken so far.During the resumed hearing, the HC
had inquired about Bajwa’s whereabouts from his coun-
sel, Senior Advocate PS Hundal, who had stated that the
Supreme Court had stayed Bajwa’s arrest, so his per-
sonal appearance beforethe court was not required.
Hundal had requested 15 days for Bajwa to appear be-
fore the court. However, the court had found this excuse
vague and lacking a solid basis, noting that Bajwa had
been a habitual offender

During the proceedings, it had been revealed that
Bajwa had been monitoring the court proceedings via
video conferencing. Upon questioning, Bajwa had
pleaded guilty, claiming he had not intentionally evaded
court directions but had been occupied with managing
his affairs and arranging funds to settle disputes. He had
assured the court he would appear in person when
directed.The DGP of Punjab, Gaurav Yadav, had assured
the HC that steps would be taken to conclude the pend-
ing investigations against Bajwa in a time-bound man-
ner. The HC had also noted that Bajwa had been de-
clared a proclaimed person by the Judicial Magistrate
First Class, Kharar, on July 4, 2022, in a 2017 complaint
case pending before the Chief Judicial Magistrate, Mohali.
Despite this, Bajwa had not participated in the trial pro-
ceedings.

The court had criticized Bajwa’s conduct, pointing
out that he had been involved in 53 FIRs, which had
reflected his disregard for the law. However, based on
assurances from the Advocate General of Punjab and
the DGP, the HC had directed the state to file a compre-
hensive response within a specified timeframe to ensure
all pending investigations had been concluded.

NDA rift in J&K
AS the 2024 Jammu and Kashmir Assembly elec-

tions approach, the Janata Dal (United) has sparked a
controversy with its promise to facilitate the release of
political prisoners and stone-pelters. This promise,
aimed at promoting peace and reconciliation, contrasts
starkly with the stringent policies of the BJP, its ally, on
the issues of separatism and militancy in the Valley.
The JD(U) has submitted a list of over 800 stone-pelters
to the Union Home Ministry, urging for their release,
despite Home Minister Amit Shah’s stance against sepa-
ratists and earlier warnings against any leniency to-
wards such elements.

The other key objectives in the JD(U)’s election
manifesto include the restoration of Jammu and
Kashmir’s statehood and the protection of local jobs
and land through special legislation. Additionally, the
party has been actively engaging with separatist lead-
ers and Islamic scholars in the region, positioning itself
as a bridge between these groups and the Central Gov-
ernment. The JD(U)’s manifesto highlights a significant
rift within the BJP-led National Democratic Alliance
(NDA). While the JD(U) hopes to attract votes by ad-
dressing the grievances of many in the Valley, the BJP
faces the challenge of maintaining its hardline stance
that has resonated with its core electorate.

This glaring difference in approach could pose risks
to both parties. For the JD(U), it could either translate
into voter support in a region craving reconciliation, or
backfire if perceived as appeasement. For the BJP, the
promise could alienate its supporters, who view strong
security measures as crucial to restoring stability in
Kashmir. As the NDA navigates this complex terrain,
the electoral outcomes in J&K may not only reshape the
region’s political landscape but also test the resilience
of the country’s ruling alliance.
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Ex-MP makes derogatory remarks against Kangana,
she says: ‘country will never stop trivialising rape’

GNS News Agency, Sept 2
KanganaMann made the remarks while replying to

reporters in Karnal who sought his comments Ranaut's
controversial statements.Shiromani Akali Dal (Amritsar)
chief and former MP Simranjit Singh Mann Thursday
sparked a row by making derogatory remarks against
Kangana Ranaut while mentioning “rape”, triggering a
sharp reaction from the BJP MP who accused the Punjab
politician of trivialising the crime against women.Mann
made the remarks while replying to reporters in Karnal
who sought his comments Ranaut’s controversial state-
ments where she alleged that bodies were hanging and
rapes taking place during the farmers’ protest against the
now-repealed farm laws. The Mandi MP, in an interview,
had also suggested that a “Bangladesh-like situation”
could have erupted in India and that China and the US
were involved in the “conspiracy”.

The BJP had quickly distanced itself from Ranaut’s
comments and made it clear that she is neither permitted
nor authorised to comment on the party’s policy
matters.Sharing a video clip of Mann’s interaction with

reporters on X, Ranaut said, “It seems this country will
never stop trivialising rape”.“No wonder rapes and vio-
lence against women….is so deep rooted in the psyche
of this patriarchal nation that it is casually used to tease
or mock a woman even if she is a high profile filmmaker
or politician,” she saidMann’s grandson Govind Singh
Sandhu, who is also SAD(A) organisational secretary and
handled the senior politician’s campaign in this year’s
Lok sabha polls, declined to comment saying he has “not
seen the statement yet”.Haryana State Commission for
Women chairperson Renu Bhatia said Mann’s comments
were an “insult to our daughters”.Raj Lali Gill, chairper-
son of the Punjab State Women Commission, commented
that what Ranaut said on farmers’ protest is “shameful”
but Mann’s reaction is “even more shameful”.“It is shock-
ing the way the senior leader has spoken about a woman.
How can he say this? I will initiate action against him,”
Gill said, adding she will issue a notice after going through
the provisions of the law.As the row escalated, Mann, a
proponent of Khalistan, in a post on X, said, “My party
and I always stand for the security and safety of
women”.He, however, again trained guns at Ranaut and
accused her of leveling false accusations against farm-
ers. “Räpe is a heinous crime…MP from Mandi….seems
to derive some form of thrill by spreading misinformation
against the Sikhs, farmers and farm labourers. Her con-
cern on crime against women is something she must
question her own ruling party about. Equality and safety
of our women is totally compromised in India today,” Mann
added.In another post, he raised 1984 riots in Delhi and
said, “For 40 years we have had no justice for the crimes
committed against Sikh women in Trilokpuri,” he said and
added that Ranaut doesn’t find fault “with the State, but
only with Sikhs and farmers”. This showed her “deep-
rooted hate for a particular community”, he alleged.Mann,
79, had resigned from the IPS in 1984 following Opera-
tion Bluestar at Amritsar’s Golden Temple to flush out
militants hiding in the complex. He was elected to the Lok
Sabha from Tarn Taran in 1989, Sangrur in 1999 and
from the same constituency again in a 2022 bypoll.

Former IAS trainee Puja Khedkar says
UPSC can’t cancel her candidature

 GNS News Agency, Sept 2
In a rejoinder filed by former IAS trainee officer Puja

Khedkar in her plea seeking anticipatory bail before the
Delhi High Court, Khedkar has submitted that after her
selection and appointment as a probationer, UPSC
“ceases the power to disqualify her candidature and DoPT
(Department of Personnel and Training) alone can take
action under the All India Services Act 1954.”

The rejoinder filed on August 27 came a day before
the Delhi High Court on Thursday extended the interim
relief against her arrest until September 5, when the court
is expected to take up the matter. The court adjourned
the matter on Thursday after the respondents sought time
to bring further material on the court’s record.Khedkar
has further submitted in her reply that she was selected
to the Indian Administrative Service based on merit in the
category of Persons with Benchmark Disability (PwBD)
in her fifth attempt against the nine attempts available
under the category. She also said her prior attempts from
2012 to 2017 were not under the same category. Khedkar
has argued that the attempts under the two categories
thus “cannot be mixed up to disentitle” her as a disabled
candidate.Govt cites ‘social justice’ to cancel lateral en-
try ad, 6 yrs ago it structured scheme to avoid reserva-
tion, A Delhi court on August 1 dismissed Khedkar’s an-
ticipatory bail plea, accused of fraudulently clearing the
Civil Services Examination held by the Union Public Ser-
vice Commission. , Puja Khedkar A Delhi court on Au-

gust 1 dismissed Khedkar’s anticipatory bail plea, ac-
cused of fraudulently clearing the Civil Services Exami-
nation held by the Union Public Service Commission.
Impressing that all documents she had submitted were
verified by authorities and that none of the documents
produced are forged, fabricated or created and are is-
sued by the competent authorities, Khedkar has further
stressed she has not misrepresented or cheated as has
been alleged by UPSC in the FIR before the Delhi Police
Crime Branch.A Delhi court on August 1 dismissed
Khedkar’s anticipatory bail plea, accused of fraudulently
clearing the Civil Services Examination held by the Union
Public Service Commission. However, the Delhi High
Court on August 12 granted Khedkar interim protection
from arrest which has continued so far.

In ‘pashuan da aahar’, Punjab finds
fodder for an ever-growing industry

GNS News Agency, Sept 2
The silage-making industry in Punjab is gradually

evolving into a more organised and essential sector. What
was once a practice confined to large dairy farms has
now permeated even small-scale operations, driven by
the rising demand for consistent and nutritious
fodder.Silage, locally called ‘Pashuan da Aahar’ (food of
the cattle), is the process of fermenting and storing green
fodder for cattle. With the advent of bale silage, the prac-
tice has become more accessible and economically vi-
able for dairy farmers. However, experts caution that si-
lage-making and feeding require careful attention to avoid
potential risks.Punjab has witnessed a significant in-
crease in silage-making units over the past few years. Dr
Harinder Singh Khanna, a pioneer in the field, estab-
lished India’s first commercial fodder processing com-
pany, Excellent Enterprises Private Limited, in Ludhiana
in 1992. His company has since helped several others
set up their silage-making units.Dr Khanna’s company
produced around 25,000 tonne of silage this year, sup-
plying several states across the country. He said that there
are currently 220 silage-making plants/companies/units
for commercial purposes in Punjab.

fodder Dr Harinder Singh Khanna, established
India’s first commercial fodder processing company, Ex-
cellent Enterprises Private Limited, in Ludhiana in
1992.This growth has been fueled by the efforts of entre-
preneurs who recognised the potential of silage as a
business opportunity. Demand from neighbouring states
is also high, with 27-30% of the silage transported to
Jammu & Kashmir, 22-25% to Rajasthan, 12-15% to
Uttarakhand, 15-18% to Himachal Pradesh, and 10% to
Gujarat from Punjab.In 2022-23, the production of com-
mercial bale silage reached 3.5 lakh tonne, with a market
value of around Rs 210 crore — a significant leap from
just 0.05 lakh tonne in 2015. This year, however, pro-
longed heat waves in May and June affected silage pro-
duction, leading to a significant decrease in the amount
prepared for commercial purposes compared to the pre-
vious year.In Punjab, pit/bunker silage is prevalent, tradi-
tionally made by dairy farmers for their own cattle. In 2022-
23, pit/bunker silage production amounted to around 35
lakh tonne. This method involves preparing silage in pits
that are 5-6 feet deep, 15-16 feet long, and 8 feet
wide.Samrala-based Lakhbir Singh Gill of GN Food and
Fodder said that their firm produced 7,000 quintals of
silage this year and the demand is very high. He added
that the potential for silage in the state is vast, and his firm
supplies silage across India.

Gagandeep Singh, who has been running a dairy
farm with 800 Holstein Friesian (HF) cows for the past 15
years, recently opened a commercial silage plant in
Sangrur. He has been making silage for his farm in pits
and bunkers but since 2019, he has also started produc-
ing silage for commercial purposes. This year, his unit
produced 3 lakh quintals for sale across India, in addition

to making silage for his dairy farm.Lucknow cow deaths,
Lucknow Chief Veterinary Officer Dr Arvind Kumar,
Lucknow news, Uttar pradesh news, Lucknow, India
news, Indian express, Indian express India news, Indian
express India, fodder In Punjab, pit/bunker silage is preva-
lent, traditionally made by dairy farmers for their own cattle.
In 2022-23, pit/bunker silage production amounted to
around 35 lakh tonne. (Express photo/Representational
image)Gagandeep has entered into buyback agreements
with several farmers to grow maize for his silage unit,
providing them with an assured market and reducing their
reliance on paddy cultivation. “Silage is highly nutritious
and digestible if the quality is maintained,” Gagandeep
said, adding, “At our farm, we have all HF cows, and an
adult HF cow requires around 30 kg of silage daily, along
with 1-2 kg of dry fodder and 12 kg of feed made from
wheat, mustard, cottonseed, soya, etc.” In Punjab, maize
is considered the best crop for making silage.When maize
is 90-95 days old, or at the milky stage, it is harvested,
chopped, and packed into bales wrapped in plastic sheets
to eliminate air. These bales are ready for feeding cattle
after about 45 days. Companies produce bales ranging
from 60-70 kg to five quintals, which can be stored long-
term but must be consumed quickly once opened to main-
tain quality.Pit/bunker silage is prepared by pressing the
chopped fodder in pits, covering it with plastic sheets,
and sealing it with wet earth to prevent air exposure. This
method is economical, with farmers receiving Rs 5 to 6
per kg of silage. And they are not required to procure
green fodder daily as it is difficult to maintain the quality
of green fodder.Farmers growing maize for silage can
get between Rs 40,000 to Rs 58,000 per acre, depend-
ing on the yield. After accounting for input costs, they can
get Rs 25,000 to Rs 40,000 per acre.However, despite its
potential, the industry requires caution. Experts said that
80% silage is prepared from spring maize, which requires
significant water during the hot summer months, putting
pressure on groundwater resources. Spring maize, sown
in February or March, often requires a 15-19 irrigation
cycle. In contrast, Kharif maize, sown during the rainy
season, requires less water and can yield about 18 tonne
per acre.Also if Kharif maize is promoted for silage mak-
ing then it will lead to diversification because Kharif maize
is the best alternative for water guzzling paddy. Even
farmers can take one crop such as peas and early table
potato after harvesting maize for silage in early Septem-
ber and sow wheat in November.Experts of Directorate
of Extension Education Guru Angad Dev Veterinary and
Animal Science University (GADVASU) in a panel dis-
cussion about silage recently highlighted that proper si-
lage-making techniques are crucial to prevent the growth
of harmful molds and fungi, which can pose serious health
risks to cattle and humans.Harvesting maize at the cor-
rect stage, maintaining appropriate moisture levels, and
storing silage in airtight conditions are essential steps.
Regular lab testing is necessary to ensure silage quality
and prevent contamination, which could have severe
consequences for both animals and humans.GADVASU
experts advised farmers to open silage pits after 40 or 45
days from one side, ensuring minimal contact with air.
When taking out silage daily, farmers should cover it prop-
erly to maintain quality. The exposed layer of silage
should be cut up to 6 inches deep, and only fresh silage
beneath this layer should be fed to cattle daily from the
bunker. Additionally, the disposal of plastic sheets used
in silage bales needs careful consideration to avoid en-
vironmental issues.By following these guidelines, the si-
lage industry can continue to grow as a sustainable and
beneficial practice in Punjab. However, vigilance is re-
quired to ensure that it remains a boon rather than a
bane for the state, said experts.

Mental Health Crisis: Sassoon Hospital appeals for urgent
solution as ‘abandoned’ patient awaits rehabilitation

GNS News Agency, Sept 2
mental health, sassoon general hospital,In their let-

ter to the Mental Health Review Board on August 27, Dr
Yellappa Jadhav, medical superintendent, B J Medical
College and Sassoon General Hospital and Dr Dr Niteen
Abhivant, Head of the Department, Psychiatry, B J Medi-
cal College and Sassoon General Hospital have urged
the board to issue written instructions in the case.

Sassoon General hospital, Maharashtra’s largest
government-run tertiary care facility in Pune, faces a pi-
quant situation. The surgery department treated a 40-
year-old woman who had been injured in a road acci-
dent. While she recovered, the doctors also diagnosed
her with psychosis and recommended long-term
rehabilitation.However, with no caregiver and apparently
abandoned, the woman has remained a patient at the
hospital for over five months now. The authorities have
appealed to the District Mental Health Review Board to
arrange appropriate rehabilitation measures at the Re-
gional Mental Hospital, Yerawada and sent several let-
ters including attending meetings on the issue.As per the
Mental Health Act 2017, in case there is no caregiver or
relative of such persons, then the Director, Department of
Social Welfare is the nominated representative to take
mental health care and treatment decisions.In their letter
to the Mental Health Review Board on August 27, Dr
Yellappa Jadhav, medical superintendent, B J Medical
College and Sassoon General Hospital and Dr Niteen
Abhivant, Head of the Department, Psychiatry, B J Medi-
cal College and Sassoon General Hospital have urged
the board to issue written instructions in the case.When
contacted, Dr Abhivant said that the woman whose right
arm was injured allegedly in a road accident was brought
to the Emergency room in state-run 10 ambulance
service.“Doctors at the surgery department treated the
patient, but noticed that the woman had irrelevant talk
and irritability. She was referred to the psychiatry depart-
ment where the diagnosis indicated psychosis. She is
presently on medications but needs long term rehabilita-
tion,” Dr Abhivant said.A meeting was held on July 30
and on August 28 with the Mental Health Review Board–
which is a quasi-judicial body. MHRB authorities said the
social welfare department director is the nominated rep-
resentative. Dr Sunil Patil, member secretary of the board,
said that the effort is to rehabilitate mentally ill patients.Dr
Patil, who is the medical superintendent at Regional
Mental Hospital, Yerawada, said there are at least four-
five rehabilitation centres in Pune. Several patients from
regional mental hospital who have no families are cured
and fit to be discharged as part of special efforts. “We are

looking into this matter,” he said.
When contacted, Pravin Korgantiwar, District Social

Welfare Officer said he was not aware of the matter.At
any given time, Sassoon General Hospital has at least
50 persons who are listed in the ‘unknown’ category and
occupy in-patient beds for a long period of time.“There
are several patients in the orthopaedic section, other
wards while the current patient with psychosis is in the
psychiatry ward,” Dr Jadhav said. “Sassoon General
Hospital is a tertiary care facility and not a centre to reha-
bilitate destitute persons,” Dr Jadhav said.Meanwhile,
Sassoon General Hospital authorities have held a meet-
ing with divisional commissioner Chandrashekar
Pulkundwar on the issue.

Politicians, industrialists, film stars — in
Hyderabad, long arm of the Hydra causes a stir
GNS News Agency, Sept 2
A sports village belonging to the brother of a former

Congress Union minister, several structures built by a
leading industrialist, and constructions by leaders across
the political spectrum. These are among several “illegal”
buildings that have been demolished by the Hyderabad
Disaster Response and Asset Monitoring and Protection
Agency – known popularly as Hydra – in the two months
of the body’s existence.Set up in July by the ruling Con-
gress government to replace the Enforcement, Vigilance
and Disaster Management wing of the government, Hy-
dra is mandated to tackle illegal encroachment on water
bodies in the Greater Hyderabad Municipal Corporation
limits and surrounding areas.Since its formation, the body
has been on a demolition spree, tearing down structures
belonging not only to rival parties like the BRS, the BJP
and the AIMIM, but also some Congress leaders such as
Pallam Anand, brother of former Union Minister MM
Pallam Raju.According to officials, from June 27 to Au-
gust 24, Hydra razed 166 illegal structures and recov-
ered 44 acres of encroached lake land.

For instance, on August 18, two buildings and sev-
eral other structures at Anand’s luxury sports village Oro
and several permanent and temporary structures belong-
ing to industrialist G V Bhasker Rao, chairman and MD of
Kaveri Seeds Co Ltd and ex-member of Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams, were demolished on the grounds that
they were built on the fragile full tank level (FTL) area and
buffer zone of Gandipet lake.While the FTL is the highest
level that water in a water body can reach, a buffer zone
is the protected area around this that’s kept clear of any
development.Properties belonging to the BJP’s execu-
tive committee member C Sunil Reddy, who unsuccess-
fully contested last year’s Telangana assembly election
from Manthani, were also demolished around Gandipet
lake.Bulldozers also brought down four structures be-
longing to AIMIM Bahadurpura MLA Mohammed Mubeen,
five other constructions belonging to AIMIM MLC Mirza
Rahmat Baig, and at least 16 temporary sheds that sup-
porters of Khairatabad Congress MLA Danam Nagender
had allegedly built in a public park at Nandagiri Hills
locality of Jubilee Hills.Besides these, authorities also
took down 54 temporary structures that BRS leader
Ratnakaram Sai Raju had allegedly built in the FTL and
buffer zones of Chintal Lake in Gajularamaram village.
According to authorities, this freed up 3.5 acres of lake
land.The exercise isn’t limited to Hyderabad alone. Ac-
cording to sources, BRS leader and Jangaon MLA Palla
Rajeshwar Reddy has received a notice following a po-
lice complaint from the state’s irrigation department that
some educational institutions he runs have encroached
on Nadam lake in Medchal-Malkajgiri district. Meanwhile,
a farmhouse taken on lease by BRS working president
and former minister KT Rama Rao in the catchment area
of Himayat Sagar and Osman Sagar in Ranga Reddy
district could also face demolition, officials said.Hydra

officials claim that while in some cases, the alleged en-
croachers built permanent facilities such as restaurants
and amusement facilities, others erected temporary struc-
tures for personal use.On its part, the government claims
that the drive is only aimed at clearing encroachments in
FTL areas and buffer zones around Hyderabad’s
lakes.“There is no partiality or targeting in this exercise.
Whoever has encroached will face the long arm of Hy-
dra,” Deputy Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka told
But the Opposition claims that leaders are being selec-
tively targeted. In a post on X last week, BRS spokesper-
son Manne Krishank alleged that buildings that Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy’s brother Anumula Tirupathi
Reddy owns in Hyderabad’s Durgam Cheruvu also stands
in the FTL zone.“Congress MLA Vivek Venkatswamy and
Revenue minister Ponguleti Sreenivas Reddy own farm-
houses near lakes, will they be demolished too?” his post
asked.With questions being raised, the Revanth Reddy
government on Wednesday and Thursday issued notices
to the CM’s brother, A Tirupathi Reddy, over properties
he owns near the Durgam Cheruvu lake in Madhapur in
Cyberabad area.The demolition notices were issued by
Revenue department officers to several property own-
ers, including Tirupathi Reddy’s residence and offices
located in the Madhapur Amar Cooperative Society. The
notices stated that the structures must be removed within
a month. At least six other residential societies and com-
mercial areas abutting the lake have been issued
notices.The notices were issued under the Telangana
Water, Land and Trees Act.The CM’s brother, in a state-
ment, said that when he had purchased the properties in
2015, he was unaware that it was on protected lake land.
“If the government finds that my properties are in the FTL,
I have no objection to authorities demolishing them. I will
cooperate,’’ he said.Meanwhile, AIMIM president
Asaduddin Owaisi, whose Fatima Owaisi College at
Bandlaguda too has come under fire for alleged viola-
tions, has claimed that government buildings such as
GHMC’s headquarters also stand in the FTL zone.“Would
the government demolish these too?” he asked last
week.Despite the criticism, Hydra’s actions have found
support among activists and environmental protection
groups, with several city residents participating in a “Save
Lakes,

 Car goes up in flames after
ramming culvert, one injured
Kumram Bheem Asifabad: A man escaped with mi-

nor injuries, while the driver was unhurt when a car in
which they were traveling in went up in flames after ram-
ming a culvert at Vempalli village in Sirpur (T) Mandal
late on Thursday night.

Sirpur (T) Sub-Inspector Kamalakar said the car
owner, Vasudeva Chakravarthi from Ravindranagar vil-
lage in Chintalamanepalli Mandal, sustained injuries on
the ribs, while the driver, Sanjeev, a native of the same
village, was unhurt in the incident.

Upon receiving information, police and personnel
of the Fire Department rushed to the spot and extin-
guished the flames. The duo was returning to
Ravindranagar from Kaghaznagar railway station when
the incident occurred.
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Cluster bus catches fire at Delhi bus
stand, 40 passengers rescued

 GNS News Agency, Sept 2
fire at Delhi bus stand, Delhi bus stand fire, Central

Secretariat, Seemapuri, delhi news, India news, Indian
express, Indian express India news, Indian express
IndiaExpressing concern over the incident, Delhi Trans-
port Minister Kailash Gahlot said, "This is a cause of con-
cern for us also... as the bus is just four years old... We will
investigate the incident to find out how and why the bus

caught fire and how it can be prevented in future.”A blue
cluster bus of route no 340 with almost 40 passengers,
going from Central Secretariat to Seemapuri, caught fire
at Jagatpuri bus stand, police said.At 9.48 am, the
Jagatpuri police station received a PCR call about the
cluster bus up in flames at the bus stand.According to
police, the surrounding area of the bus was cordoned off
and three fire tenders also reached to douse the flames.

“The fire was put out at 10.20 am. All passengers
were rescued and no injuries were reported,” a Delhi
Fire Services official said. A short circuit in the air condi-
tioning system might have caused the incident, police
added.Expressing concern over the incident, Delhi Trans-
port Minister Kailash Gahlot said, “This is a cause of con-
cern for us also… as the bus is just four years old… We
will investigate the incident to find out how and why the
bus caught fire and how it can be prevented in
future.”“Whatever fault will be found during the probe will
be addressed and action will be taken accordingly,”
Gahlot added.

Opp sharpens attack on CM Mamata:
‘Her tricks have been caught this time’

GNS News Agency, Sept 2
The Opposition parties on Thursday sharpened their

attack on the TMC government in the state, especially
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, over the handling of
the rape and murder of a junior doctor at Kolkata’s RG
Kar Hospital earlier this month.Senior Congress leader
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury, who led a protest march in the
heart of Kolkata dressed in black clothes, accused the
chief minister of “playing tricks”.“Mamata Banerjee is play-
ing tricks. But her tricks have been caught. She wants to
hold the CBI responsible for everything. When the Calcutta
High Court ordered a CBI probe, she could have filed an
affidavit seeking 10 more days for Kolkata Police to crack
the case,” Chowdhury, who lost the Lok Sabha elections,
said.

Chowdhury, who marched from College Square to
Shyambazar, with hundreds of party supporters called it
a people’s movement. “I will not say people should fight
for justice holding a political flag. They can fight without
any political identity. We are with them. It is a people’s
movement,” he said.CPI(M) leader Srijan Bhattacharya,
who took part in another protest march from College Street
from Esplanade, seeking justice for the doctor, said: “Ev-
ery time, the chief minister was able to manage the rape
cases alleging conspiracy or casting doubt on the victim
or other things. This time her every possible trick and
process for tampering evidence flopped. She is trying to
change the direction of the movement by politicising it.
Now, she is saying she will bring a law against rape. This
is again a bluff. People of Bengal will understand this.”

The CPI(M) leader was referring to the CM’s speech
on Wednesday where she said her government would
bring a law in the state to ensure capital punishment in
rape cases.The Left Front, meanwhile, has announced
to hold a “mega protest march” on September 3. The Left
Front has asked other parties, including the Congress, to
join their march.The BJP, which had called a 12-hour
bandh on Wednesday over the police action of protest-
ers during Nabanna Abhijan, held a sit-in demonstration
near Esplanade on Thursday.A delegation of BJP lead-
ers, led by state BJP chief Sukanta Majumdar, also met
Governor C V Ananda Bose in Raj Bhavan and urged
him to take a “decisive action to address the turmoil” in
the state.“We requested the Governor to protect the rights
of people in Bengal and take whatever measures are
necessary to lift the state out of this dire situation,”
Majumdar told mediapersons after coming out of Raj
Bhavan. He was accompanied by senior party leader

Dilip Ghosh.Accusing CM Mamata Banerjee of inciting
unrest through her statements, Majumdar said: “We have
provided the Governor with detailed information about
the situation, which has deteriorated since the (rape-
murder) incident on August 9. We urge the Governor, as
the custodian of the Constitution, to address these
issues.”Several BJP leaders, including Leader of the
Opposition Suvendu Adhikari, have called for Banerjee’s
resignation, accusing her of failing to prevent the rape-
murder of the doctor, and for allegedly attempting to cover-
up evidence and protect some of the perpetrators. They
also suggested the imposition of Article 356, which al-
lows for central intervention in states under certain
circumstances.Following their meeting with the Gover-
nor, Majumdar and other BJP leaders participated in a
sit-in protest, demanding the CM’s resignation.

In response to the BJP team’s visit to Raj Bhavan,
TMC leader Kunal Ghosh told reporters, “We had been
asking for the removal of the Governor, who is himself
facing charges of sexual misconduct by a former Raj
Bhavan staffer.” “Instead of making the demand to re-
move a democratically elected government, BJP leaders
should explain why this Governor cannot be removed
despite serious complaints against him,” Ghosh
said.Regarding the emergence of an audio recording
purportedly related to the RG Kar hospital case, Ghosh
commented, “We cannot confirm the authenticity of this
recording. It should be examined by the CBI and become
part of the investigation. We continue to call for all perpe-
trators to be held accountable, for the victim’s family and
friends to receive justice, and for the truth to be
uncovered.”The woman postgraduate trainee doctor was
found raped and murdered in the hospital on August 9,
which triggered a spate of protests across the city and the
state for the past 21 days.

After Sanjay Roy’s arrest in Kolkata doctor’s rape
and murder case, a question: Who are civic
volunteers and why police bank on them?

GNS News Agency, Sept 2
The arrest of Sanjay Roy, a civic volunteer attached

to Kolkata Police, for the rape and murder of a 31-year-
old trainee doctor at RG Kar Hospital has once again put
focus on the group of Class VIII pass men hired to assist
traffic police and do odd ancillary jobs for the cops.This is
not the first time a civic volunteer has hit the headlines for
all the wrong reasons. Two years ago, a civic volunteer
was arrested for the murder of student leader Anis Khan
in Amta, Howrah. A year later, another civic volunteer
made news for allegedly abducting a businessman in
Bhangar.Mandated only with the task of managing traffic
and assisting police during festivals and awareness cam-
paigns, the civic volunteers are allegedly used to collect
bribes, assist in arrests, and even control law and order
situations.A year after the Trinamool Congress (TMC)
came to power in West Bengal, Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee launched the civic police and village police
forces in 2012 to “assist police”. At present, there are
about 1.17 Lakh civic volunteers in the state.According to
the state Home Department, the first criterion for recruit-
ing a civic police volunteer is that the applicant should be
a resident of the area where they will be deployed. The
age band of the applicant is 20-30 years old and the
minimum educational qualification is Class VIII pass.
Generally, preference is given to the applicants who have
done well in sports and have experience as NCC cadet/
Boy Scouts/ NSS guide/ Civil Defence Volunteers etc. or
possess technical skills such as driving, technician, com-
puter skills etc. They should not have any criminal records
and be physically and mentally fit.

The salary of a civic police volunteer is Rs 10,000
per month with additional benefits of Rs 5 lakh medical
insurance and Rs 6,000 Puja bonus. On retirement, they
are entitled to get Rs 5 lakh one-time benefit.“On paper,
there is a provision for the background check of the appli-
cants before they are recruited. But since the civic volun-
teers are locals, word of mouth is also generally accepted,”
said a senior police officer.“After recruitment, they get a
training of 10 days. Thereafter, they are supposed to get
regular refresher training. This, however, seldom takes
place,” added the officer.In March, 2023, the Calcutta High
Court ordered West Bengal Police that civic volunteers
can’t be engaged in any law-and-order duties. Following
the High Court’s order, the government issued a guide-

line for civic volunteers. According to the state Home
Department, civic volunteers should only assist police in
traffic management, major festivals, dealing with unau-
thorized parking vehicles and ensuring public safety.
They cannot be engaged in any investigative work or law
and order-related subjects of the police force.Stop-gap
arrangementSources in the police administration said that
despite the guidelines, civic volunteers play a crucial and
more elaborate role covering most aspects of policing
since there is a dearth of constables.The West Bengal
Police is understaffed with less than 100 police staff for 1
lakh population. Bihar and West Bengal have the lowest
ratio of police personnel to per lakh population in the
country at 75.16 and 97.66, respectively, according to a
reply by Union Minister of State for Home Nityanand Rai
in Lok Sabha last year.The sanctioned strength of West
Bengal police-population ratio is 160.76 per lakh
population.In contrast, as on January 1, 2022, the num-
ber of police personnel per lakh persons in the country is
196.23 as per sanctioned strength and 152.80 as per
actual strength.“The system of civic police is a stop-gap
system. How can it make up for the loss in policemen
retiring or the need to fill in vacancies? There is no proper
recruitment system or fair drill for the civic police. They
are mostly recruited from recommendations of ruling party
leaders. The Calcutta High Court and later the Election
Commission barred them from law-and-order duties and
election duties. Their role in policing or assisting the po-
lice is already being questioned,” said former Inspector
General (Intelligence Branch) Pankaj Dutta.“There is also
no legal obligation on the part of the civic volunteers in
case they make a mistake. A constable on the other hand
faces stringent scrutiny and punishment for any mistake,”
added Dutta.Echoing him, an officer in charge of a police
station in North Kolkata said: “In every police station, there
is a dearth of constables. We need to have constables
put in armoury, sentry duties, lock-up duties where no
one else can be assigned. This further reduces the num-
bers we need. If there are multiple law and order situa-
tions in an area, we are forced to send civic volunteers.
We are helpless. But if anything the civic volunteer does,
we are blamed.”Former Director General of Police
Bhupinder Singh said: “I am not in favour of such a force.
Anybody, who is in the police force or assisting the po-
lice, all must be properly trained. Discipline has to be
there.

Hooliganism, anarchy and violating women
are SP’s only hallmarks: Adityanath

 GNS News Agency, Sept 2
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath alleged on Thursday

that the misdeeds of the Samajwadi Party were well known
and that hooliganism, anarchy, violating women and en-
dangering the safety of traders were its only hallmarks
when the party was in power in Uttar Pradesh.“Samajwadi
Party ki topi laal, lekin kaarname kaale hain (SP leaders
wear red caps but commit evil deeds). Their public image
is a facade, hiding their true nature. It is because of them
that the people of Sisamau are now facing by-election,”
the CM said addressing a public meeting at a govern-
ment college in the Sisamau Assembly constituency of
Kanpur district which is scheduled to go to the bypolls
soon.The seat fell vacant after SP MLA Irfan Solanki was
disqualified from the Assembly following his conviction
in a criminal case.In Ayodhya, an SP leader raped a
‘Nishad daughter,’ but instead of addressing the issue,
their party chief (Akhilesh Yadav) shamelessly supported
the perpetrator, the CM alleged.Another model of the SP
was evident in Kannauj, the CM pointed out. “They vio-
late daughters using their ill-gotten property. Nawab brand
is their real identity. This accused is also linked with the
SP. A look at their history reveals it is filled with evil deeds,”
he claimed.

The Chief Minister, who inaugurated and laid the
foundation stone for development projects worth Rs 750
crore, also distributed appointment letters to over a thou-
sand youths and tablets and smartphones to 8,087 stu-
dents. He also disbursed loans totalling Rs 191 crore to
5,027 beneficiaries.He thanked people for electing
Ramesh Awasthi from Kanpur and Devendra Singh
‘Bhole’ from Akbarpur in the recently concluded Lok Sabha
elections.“The SP members grab the properties of the
poor and incite riots. On the day when the former presi-
dent (Ram Nath Kovind), a son of this soil, visited Kanpur,
the SP MLA from Sisamau (Irfan Solanki) was plotting to
ignite riots in Sisamau and Kanpur. Now, he is facing the
consequences for his actions. The public had given them
a five-year mandate, but they are now facing by-elec-
tions. The SP never misses an opportunity to foment an-
archy,” Adityanath added.

The “double-engine” government in UP has estab-
lished a model of security, good governance, and devel-
opment, the CM claimed, urging people to look forward

to a bright future with renewed aspirations.“Before 2017,
UP was struggling with an identity crisis. Riots were com-
mon during festivals, and both daughters and traders were
unsafe. The state was unattractive to investors, and youth
were leaving in search of better opportunities. In response
to PM Modi’s call, the public elected the BJP in 2017.
Over the past seven-and-a-half years, the state has made
significant progress. Today, UP sets the standard for de-
velopment, good governance, and law and order,” he
added.The CM noted that the firm Lal Imli, which once
was a symbol of Kanpur, was shut down due to Con-
gress’ corruption. “A company, which should have pro-
vided jobs and employment for the youth, supporting the
livelihoods of thousands of families, stands today as a
monument of Congress’ corruption, Our government is
committed to revitalizing Lal Imli with a significant revival
package. We have expanded efforts to include the re-
vival of the entire land and sick units as part of this initia-
tive,” he said.Claiming that 6.5 lakh youth secured gov-
ernment jobs in the past-seven-and-a-half years without
recommendations or bribes, Yogi said, “Our government
jails those who jeopardise the future of our youth. We are
impounding their illegal properties and redistributing it
among the poor. The youth need employment.”

“In November 2017, I emphasised the need for in-
dustrial investment. Initially, our target was Rs 20,000
crore, but thanks to the robust law and order situation, the
UP Global Investors Summit has attracted investment pro-
posals worth Rs 40 lakh crore,” he added.Announcing
that 2 lakh youth will be provided government jobs within
two years, he said the recruitment process for over 60,200
police vacancies is underway. “Those who attempt to dis-
rupt this process will face life imprisonment, a fine of Rs 1
crore, and confiscation of property. Within two years, 1
lakh youths will be recruited into the UP Police, with 20%
of these positions reserved for women, ensuring that
daughters can combat the hooliganism of those associ-
ated with the SP on the streets.”

Over 1 crore youth will be provided jobs through
various investment proposals, he said, adding that 50
lakh youth will be linked to self-employment schemes
such as the Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana, Pradhan
Mantri Swarojgar Yojana, Mukhyamantri Yuva Swarojgar
Yojana, ODOP, PM SVANidhi, PM Vishwakarma, and
Mukhyamantri Vishwakarma Shram Samman Yojana.The
CM said a senior minister in the government has been
tasked with overseeing Kanpur’s development and the
city is moving towards resolving its traffic congestion prob-
lem. Earlier, sewage from Sisamau was discharged into
the Ganga, but now Kanpur is becoming integral to main-
taining the Ganga’s uninterrupted flow, he said.“While
the Green Field Express between Lucknow and Kanpur
is expected to boost development, the Ganga Express-
way will link Meerut to Prayagraj via Kanpur and Lucknow.
The Defense Manufacturing Corridor is poised to become
a cornerstone of this development,” Adityanath said.

Hooliganism, anarchy and violating women
are SP’s only hallmarks: Adityanath

 GNS News Agency, Sept 2
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath alleged on Thursday

that the misdeeds of the Samajwadi Party were well known
and that hooliganism, anarchy, violating women and en-
dangering the safety of traders were its only hallmarks
when the party was in power in Uttar Pradesh.“Samajwadi
Party ki topi laal, lekin kaarname kaale hain (SP leaders
wear red caps but commit evil deeds). Their public image
is a facade, hiding their true nature. It is because of them
that the people of Sisamau are now facing by-election,”
the CM said addressing a public meeting at a govern-
ment college in the Sisamau Assembly constituency of
Kanpur district which is scheduled to go to the bypolls
soon.The seat fell vacant after SP MLA Irfan Solanki was
disqualified from the Assembly following his conviction
in a criminal case.In Ayodhya, an SP leader raped a
‘Nishad daughter,’ but instead of addressing the issue,
their party chief (Akhilesh Yadav) shamelessly supported
the perpetrator, the CM alleged.

Another model of the SP was evident in Kannauj,
the CM pointed out. “They violate daughters using their
ill-gotten property. Nawab brand is their real identity. This
accused is also linked with the SP. A look at their history
reveals it is filled with evil deeds,” he claimed.The Chief
Minister, who inaugurated and laid the foundation stone
for development projects worth Rs 750 crore, also dis-
tributed appointment letters to over a thousand youths
and tablets and smartphones to 8,087 students. He also
disbursed loans totalling Rs 191 crore to 5,027
beneficiaries.He thanked people for electing Ramesh
Awasthi from Kanpur and Devendra Singh ‘Bhole’ from
Akbarpur in the recently concluded Lok Sabha
elections.“The SP members grab the properties of the
poor and incite riots. On the day when the former presi-
dent (Ram Nath Kovind), a son of this soil, visited Kanpur,
the SP MLA from Sisamau (Irfan Solanki) was plotting to
ignite riots in Sisamau and Kanpur. Now, he is facing the
consequences for his actions. The public had given them
a five-year mandate, but they are now facing by-elec-
tions. The SP never misses an opportunity to foment an-
archy,” Adityanath added.

The “double-engine” government in UP has estab-
lished a model of security, good governance, and devel-
opment, the CM claimed, urging people to look forward
to a bright future with renewed aspirations.“Before 2017,
UP was struggling with an identity crisis. Riots were com-
mon during festivals, and both daughters and traders were
unsafe. The state was unattractive to investors, and youth
were leaving in search of better opportunities. In response
to PM Modi’s call, the public elected the BJP in 2017.
Over the past seven-and-a-half years, the state has made
significant progress. Today, UP sets the standard for de-
velopment, good governance, and law and order,” he
added.The CM noted that the firm Lal Imli, which once
was a symbol of Kanpur, was shut down due to Con-
gress’ corruption. “A company, which should have pro-
vided jobs and employment for the youth, supporting the
livelihoods of thousands of families, stands today as a
monument of Congress’ corruption, Our government is
committed to revitalizing Lal Imli with a significant revival
package. We have expanded efforts to include the re-
vival of the entire land and sick units as part of this initia-
tive,” he said.

Claiming that 6.5 lakh youth secured government
jobs in the past-seven-and-a-half years without recom-
mendations or bribes, Yogi said, “Our government jails
those who jeopardise the future of our youth. We are
impounding their illegal properties and redistributing it

among the poor. The youth need employment.”“In No-
vember 2017, I emphasised the need for industrial in-
vestment. Initially, our target was Rs 20,000 crore, but
thanks to the robust law and order situation, the UP Glo-
bal Investors Summit has attracted investment proposals
worth Rs 40 lakh crore,” he added.Announcing that 2
lakh youth will be provided government jobs within two
years, he said the recruitment process for over 60,200
police vacancies is underway. “Those who attempt to dis-
rupt this process will face life imprisonment, a fine of Rs 1
crore, and confiscation of property. Within two years, 1
lakh youths will be recruited into the UP Police, with 20%
of these positions reserved for women, ensuring that
daughters can combat the hooliganism of those associ-
ated with the SP on the streets.Over 1 crore youth will be
provided jobs through various investment proposals, he
said, adding that 50 lakh youth will be linked to self-em-
ployment schemes such as the Pradhan Mantri Mudra
Yojana, Pradhan Mantri Swarojgar Yojana, Mukhyamantri
Yuva Swarojgar Yojana, ODOP, PM SVANidhi, PM
Vishwakarma, and Mukhyamantri Vishwakarma Shram
Samman Yojana.The CM said a senior minister in the
government has been tasked with overseeing Kanpur’s
development and the city is moving towards resolving its
traffic congestion problem. Earlier, sewage from Sisamau
was discharged into the Ganga, but now Kanpur is be-
coming integral to maintaining the Ganga’s uninterrupted
flow, he said.“While the Green Field Express between
Lucknow and Kanpur is expected to boost development,
the Ganga Expressway will link Meerut to Prayagraj via
Kanpur and Lucknow. The Defense Manufacturing Cor-
ridor is poised to become a cornerstone of this develop-
ment,” Adityanath said.

Differences in Gadwal Congress
to the fore over Market Yard
Committee chairman post

GNS News Agency, Sept 2
Jogulamba Gadwal: Internal rumblings continue to

surface in the district Congress unit. Ever since BRS MLA
B Krishnamohan Reddy defected to Congress, the party
incharge and former Zilla Parishad Chairperson Saritha
Tirupataiah has been locking horns with the former over
different issues.

This time, the two groups engaged in a battle over
appointment of chairman for Gadwal Market Committee.
Both the groups insisting that the person recommended
by them should be considered for the appointment. To
this effect, both the groups have written letters to the party
leadership as well.
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Kamala Harris fires back over failed border
czar jab: ‘Trump killed border bill’

GNS News Agency, Sept 2
US Vice President Kamala Harris on Thursday

strongly rebuked former President Donald Trump’s re-
cent attacks on her handling of border security, accusing
him of undermining a bipartisan effort to strengthen the
US-Mexico border.In her first major interview since be-
coming the Democratic presidential nominee, Harris
blamed Trump for the very border security issues he has
frequently castigated. This comes after a Trump campaign
attack ad linked Harris to the issue of illegal immigration
and crime stemming from it."Donald Trump got word of
this bill that would’ve contributed to securing our border,"
Harris told CNN. "And because he believes that it would
not have helped him politically, he told his folks in Con-
gress, ‘Don’t put it forward.’ He killed the bill: a border
security bill that would’ve put 1,500 more agents on the
border."

In recent weeks, Trump and the Republican Party

have relentlessly attacked Harris about the border. "If
border czar Harris stays in charge, every week will bring
a never-ending stream of illegal alien rapists, bloodthirsty
killers, and child predators to go after our sons and our
daughters," Trump said at a rally in North Carolina.Harris
fired back, pointing out that the border bill Trump op-
posed would have bolstered efforts to stop fentanyl, a
highly addictive opiod, from entering the US. Harris
pledged that if elected, she would revive the bill, which
she argued could have made a significant impact on bor-
der security."Not only [would I] push it, I would make sure
that it would come to my desk and I would sign it," she
said.Harris also clarified her stance on border security,
stating that she does not support decriminalising illegally
crossing the border into the US."I believe there should be
consequences," she stated. "We have laws that have to
be followed and enforced that address and deal with
people who cross our border illegally. And there should
be consequence."At the Democratic National Conven-
tion, Harris backed the construction of a wall along the
United States' southern border, a project she once op-
posed and called "un-American" during the Trump
administration.When asked how voters should view her
policy shift, the Vice President was firm: "My value around
what we need to do to secure our border, that value has
not changed."The Democrat also highlighted her experi-
ence in dealing with border issues. "Let’s be clear, in this
race, I’m the only person who has prosecuted
transnational criminal organisations who traffic in guns,
drugs, and human beings," she said."I’m the only person
in this race who actually served a border state as attor-
ney general to enforce our laws. And I would enforce our
laws as President going forward," Harris asserted.

My grammar's not always correct: Tim Walz
admits he misspoke about being in war

 GNS News Agency, Sept 2
Minnesota Governor Tim Walz, the running mate of

Kamala Harris for the US presidential election, admitted
that he misspoke about participating in a war. Walz clari-
fied his claims, including an old video in which he claimed
to have carried weapons in war, stating his grammar is
not always correct.However, he defended his career in
the Army National Guard during an interview with CNN
on Thursday (US local time), saying, “the record speaks
for itself,” as he sought to dismiss Republican charges
against him regarding his military service.Walz could be
heard saying in a 2018 video clip that the Harris-Walz
campaign previously circulated, “We can make sure that
those weapons of war that I carried in war are the only
place where those weapons are at.”Although Walz served
24 years in the Army National Guard, he was never in a
combat zone.When CNN's Dana Bash's specifically
asked whether he misspoke about his participation in the
war, Walz said, “My wife, the English teacher, told me my
grammar’s not always correct".Further, in the interview
along with Kamala Harris, where Walz remained largely
silent, he said he was “incredibly proud” of his National
Guard service.“My record speaks for itself, but I think
people are coming to get to know me. I speak like they
do. I speak candidly, I wear my emotions on my sleeves,
and I speak especially passionately about our children
being shot in schools ... I think people know me. They

know who I am. They know where my heart is," the Min-
nesota Governor said.He stressed, “One thing I’ll never
do is, I’ll never demean another member’s service in any
way. I never have. And I never will".

The Harris campaign also recently acknowledged
that Walz "misspoke" during a 2018 campaign event
when he said he handled assault weapons "in
war".Donald Trump's campaign has been targeting Walz,
questioning his service in the Army.

Earlier this month, Trump's running mate, JD Vance,
accused Walz of evading deployment to Iraq by retiring
from the Army National Guard to run for Congress in 2005.
Vance, who served in the Marine Corps, accused Walz of
"stolen valour".

X suspends ‘Barry Stanton’ account after
Indians outrage over racist posts

GNS News Agency, Sept 2
The action came after Barry Stanton's posts were

flagged by hundreds of irate Indians, with several calling
out Elon Musk for not suspending the account.The X
handle of an anonymous social media user, Barry Stanton
(@barrystantonGBP), who went viral for his racist posts
and rants in which he criticised Indians and Indian immi-
grants, was suspended on Friday. The action came after
Stanton's posts were flagged by hundreds of irate Indi-
ans, with several even calling out X owner Elon Musk for
not suspending the account.

The suspension of the account became a subject of
intense debate and memes on X. The hashtag "sus-
pended" was among the top trends on X on Friday
morning.Stanton, who has a verified handle with over 1.8
lakh followers, has shared several cartoons and memes
depicting Indians defecating in the open. He also praised

a post on X on how to drive Indians away from "white
neighbourhoods".Several hateful and abusive posts
against Jews and Africans have also been tweeted from
the handle. "Why do black people think comedy is just
loud people shouting?" one of his posts said.An X user,
Akshit Singh, tweeted that he had flagged the Barry
Stanton account to Minister of Information and Broad-
casting Ashwini Vaishnaw and the UK High Commission
in India. He sought an investigation into the activities of
the 'Barry Stanton' X account."This account has been
engaging in the propagation of hate speech and offen-
sive remarks that target individuals based on race and
nationality," he said in his complaint.Another user com-
mented, "Musk has opened the gates of hell. It's been
proven, in fact, that the current Twitter algorithm is push-
ing racist tweets up against Indians."

WHO IS BARRY STANTON?Barry Stanton's bio on
X claims that he is a British national and a father of five.
According to a report by a UK website, the pictures on
Stanton's account are not his, but of another man, a pen-
sioner from Worcestershire.Surprisingly, the X handle has
been posting hateful content over several years, which
has been garnering thousands of retweets and likes.One
of his posts on X that was retweeted over 4,000 times
said, "Just picked my lad up from school. He tells me he
was forced to read the korma in religion class.""Barry
Stanton does not exist -- or, not in the way Twitter users
want to think he does. The account is a parody, created
either by a liberal mocking the racists they detest or a real
racist spreading their views via humour while hiding be-
hind another person's face," the report said.

Kamala Harris's nod to Republican in
cabinet, if elected: Diversity of opinion

GNS News Agency, Sept 2
The Democratic candidate for the US presidential

election, Kamala Harris, on Thursday (US time) said that
she might name a Republican to her cabinet if elected, in
her first interview since being nominated for the Novem-
ber election. She emphasised "diversity" and serving as
President for “all Americans,” but said she did not have a
particular name in mind.“But I would, I think. I think it’s
really important. I have spent my career inviting diversity
of opinion. I think it’s important to have people at the table
when some of the most important decisions are being
made that have different views, different experiences. And
I think it would be to the benefit of the American public to
have a member of my Cabinet who was a Republican,"
Vice President Harris told CNN’s Dana Bash.

She stressed, “I have spent my career inviting diver-
sity of opinion”.US presidents have previously appointed
members of the opposite party to their Cabinet. However,

no such move has been made during the tenure of Joe
Biden or former president Donald Trump in the past eight
years.Harris, in her interview, explained her stance on
several policy matters and insisted that her “values have
not changed,” even as she is “seeking consensus”.When
specifically asked about reversals of fracking and
decriminalising illegal border crossings, she said, “I think
the most important and most significant aspect of my
policy perspective and decisions is my values have not
changed".

“I believe it is important to build consensus. It is im-
portant to find a common place of understanding where
we can actually solve the problem," Harris said.Said fur-
ther said, if elected, her administration would renew a
push for comprehensive border legislation that would
tighten migration into the United States. "We have laws
that have to be followed and enforced, that address and
deal with people who cross our border illegally, and there
should be consequences," she said.On Israel’s war with
Hamas in Gaza, Harris said, “I am unequivocal and un-
wavering in my commitment to Israel’s defence and its
ability to defend itself.” But the vice president also reiter-
ated what she’s said for months, that civilian deaths are
too high amid the fighting.She also brushed off Republi-
can Donald Trump’s questioning of her racial identity af-
ter he said she “happened to turn Black.” Harris, who is of
Black and South Asian heritage, said it was the “same
old, tired playbook.”Harris, who was nominated as the
Democratic candidate for the presidential race after Joe
Biden opted out, is set to debate with rival Donald Trump
on September 10.

5 dead as Typhoon Shanshan hits Japan,
power lines snapped, flight ops hit

 GNS News Agency, Sept 2
At least five people have been killed in southwest-

ern Japan as Typhoon Shanshan made landfall in
Kagoshima prefecture, bringing heavy rain and very
strong winds as well as snarling air traffic and knocking
out power to over a quarter million households.Typhoon
Shanshan slowly barrelled up the Japanese archipelago
Friday, dumping torrential rains and causing transport
havoc as its reported death toll reached five.The typhoon,
one of the strongest to hit Japan in decades, had weak-
ened by early morning, though gusts were still reaching
126 kilometres (78 miles) per hour.

Even before making landfall on the island of Kyushu,
a landslide caused by the heavy rains preceding it killed
three members of the same family late Tuesday in Aichi
prefecture, around 1,000 kilometres (600 miles) away.Two
more people were reported to have died including a man
last seen on a small boat in Kyushu and another whose
two-storey home partially collapsed in Tokushima pre-
fecture on the neighbouring island of Shikoku.At least 81
others have been injured, including many hurt by broken
glass after the typhoon smashed windows and ripped
tiles off roofs when it slammed into Kyushu on Thursday
with gusts up to 252 kph.Authorities issued their highest
alert in several areas, with more than five million people
advised to evacuate, although it was unclear how many
did.

As far away as the town of Ninomiya near Tokyo,
authorities urged residents to take "immediate measures"
to secure safety such as moving to higher floors after a
local river flooded.Some parts of Kyushu saw record rains
for August, with the town of Misato recording a stagger-
ing 791.5 millimetres (31 inches) in 48 hours, the Japan
Meteorological Agency said.Power cuts hit more than
250,000 Kyushu households but the utility operator said
Friday that only 6,500 were still without electricity as en-

gineers repaired damaged transmission lines.Overnight,
many motorways were fully or partially closed in Kyushu,
as well as others further afield, media reports
said.Shinkansen bullet trains remained suspended in
Kyushu and were also halted on the major route between
Tokyo and Osaka, with operators warning of disruptions
elsewhere.Japan Airlines and ANA had already an-
nounced the cancellation of more than 600 flights be-
tween them for Friday, having scrapped a similar number
the previous day, affecting almost 50,000
passengers.Nissan and Honda also halted operations at
their Kyushu plants, as did chipmakers including Tokyo
Electron, reports said.Shanshan comes in the wake of
Typhoon Ampil, which dumped heavy rain that disrupted
hundreds of flights and trains this month but caused only
minor injuries and damage.Typhoons in the region have
been forming closer to coastlines, intensifying more rap-
idly and lasting longer over land due to climate change,
according to a study released last month.Another re-
leased by World Weather Attribution (WWA) on Thursday
said that climate change turbocharged Typhoon Gaemi,
which killed dozens of people across the Philippines,
Taiwan and China this year.

ABBA asks Donald Trump not to
play their music while campaigning

GNS News Agency, Sept 2
Swedish supergroup ABBA has asked Donald

Trump to stop using their music at campaign rallies, but
the Republican presidential nominee’s campaign says it
has permission.“ABBA has recently discovered the
unauthorised use of their music and videos at a Trump
event through videos that appeared online,” said a state-
ment to The Associated Press from the band, whose hits
include “Waterloo,” “The Winner Takes It All” and “Money,
Money, Money.”“As a result, ABBA and its representa-
tives have promptly requested the removal and deletion
of such content. No request has been received; there-
fore, no permission or licence has been granted.”

A spokesman for the Trump campaign said it had
obtained a licence. “The campaign had a licence to play
ABBA music through our agreement with BMI and ASCAP,”
the spokesperson told the AP.ABBA joins a long list of
performers who’ve objected to Trump using their songs.
Ahead of the 2020 election, that included Bruce
Springsteen, Rihanna, Phil Collins, Pharrell, John Fogerty,
Neil Young, Eddy Grant, Panic! at the Disco, R.E.M. and
Guns N’ Roses.This cycle, Celine Dion asked the candi-
date to stop using “My Heart Will Go On” and Beyoncé
blocked Trump from using her song “Freedom” in a cam-
paign video. In 2016, Adele asked Trump to quit playing
her songs at political rallies.Campaigns don’t need an
artist’s express permission to play their songs at rallies
as long as the political organisation or the venue has
gotten what’s known as a blanket licence from the per-
forming rights organisations ASCAP and BMI.Swedish
daily newspaper Svenska Dagbladet said its reporter in
July attended a Trump rally in Minnesota where “The
Winner Takes it All” was played. Universal Music in Swe-
den said videos had surfaced of ABBA’s music being
played during at least one Trump event.ABBA, who have

scored 20 songs on the Billboard Hot 100, mostly in the
1970s and 1980s, released a comeback album, “Voy-
age,” in 2021.

US reports over 50 illnesses,
8 deaths in Listeria outbreak

GNS News Agency, Sept 2
Los Angeles: The US has reported more than 50

illnesses and eight deaths in Listeria outbreak, accord-
ing to the latest data released by the US Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (CDC).Listeria is a hardy
germ that can remain on surfaces, like meat slicers, and
foods, even at refrigerated temperatures, Xinhua news
agency reported on Wednesday.It can also take up to 10
weeks for some people to have symptoms of listeriosis,
according to CDC.

Epidemiologic, laboratory, and traceback data show
that meats sliced at delis, including Boar’s Head brand
liverwurst, are contaminated with Listeria and are mak-
ing people sick, according to CDC.Listeria spreads eas-
ily among deli equipment, surfaces, hands, and food.A
total of 57 people have been hospitalised due to Listeria

infections in the country, and eight deaths have now been
reported, according to CDC.This is the largest listeriosis
outbreak since the 2011 outbreak linked to
cantaloupe.The CDC requested the public not to eat re-
called deli products.People who are at higher risk of get-
ting sick with Listeria, such as those who are pregnant,
are aged 65 or older, or have a weakened immune sys-
tem, are suggested to avoid eating meats sliced at deli
counters, unless heated until steaming hot just before
serving.The new deaths include two in South Carolina
and one each in Florida, Tennessee and New Mexico.
Illinois, New Jersey and Virginia have also reported
deaths in the outbreak, which genetic testing has linked
to liverwurst products manufactured by Boar’s
Head.Boar’s Head has recalled more than 7 million
pounds of 71 different meat and poultry products as of
July 30, according to the US Department of Agriculture.

Israel kills five more in
West Bank, including well-
known local commander

GNS News Agency, Sept 2
Jerusalem: The Israeli military says it has killed five

more militants in a large-scale operation in the occupied
West Bank, including a well-known local
commander.There was no immediate Palestinian confir-
mation of the death of Mohammed Jaber, known as Abu
Shujaa, a commander in the Islamic Jihad militant group
in the Nur Shams refugee camp.The military said he was
killed along with four other militants in a shootout with
Israeli forces early Thursday after the five had hidden
inside a mosque. It said Abu Shujaa was linked to nu-
merous attacks on Israelis, including a deadly shooting
in June, and was planning more.He was reported killed
earlier this year, but then made a surprise appearance at
the funeral of other militants, where he was hoisted onto
the shoulders of a cheering crowd.The military said an-
other militant was arrested in the operation in the West
Bank city of Tulkarem, and that a member of Israel’s para-
military Border Police was lightly wounded.Israel
launched a large-scale operation in the West Bank over-
night into Wednesday. Hamas said 10 of its fighters were
killed in different locations, and the Palestinian Health
Ministry reported an 11th casualty,
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Shifted from some liberal positions,
 but my values have not changed: Harris
 GNS News Agency, Sept 2
Savannah: Vice President Kamala Harris has de-

fended shifting away from her some of her more liberal
positions in her first major television interview of her presi-
dential campaign, but insisted her “values have not
changed” even as she is “seeking consensus”.Sitting with
her running mate Minnesota Governor Tim Walz, Harris
on Thursday was asked about changes in her policies
over the years, specifically her reversals on fracking and
decriminalizing illegal border crossings. “I think the most
important and most significant aspect of my policy per-
spective and decisions is my values have not changed,”
Harris replied.

The interview with CNN’s Dana Bash gave Harris a
chance to try to quell criticism that she has eschewed
uncontrolled environments while also giving her a fresh
platform to define her campaign and test her political
mettle ahead of an upcoming debate with former Presi-
dent Donald Trump set for Sept 10. But it also carried risk
as her team tries to build on momentum from the ticket
shakeup following Joe Biden’s exit and last week’s Demo-
cratic National Convention.“First and foremost, one of my
highest priorities is to do what we can to strengthen and
support the middle class,” Harris said. “When I look at the
aspirations, the goals, the ambitions of the American
people, I think that people are ready for a new way
forward.”The CNN interview was taped at 1:45 pm Thurs-
day at Kim’s Cafe, a local Black-owned restaurant in Sa-
vannah, Georgia, and aired in the evening. Harris also
brushed off Trump’s questioning of her racial identity af-
ter the former President said she “happened to turn Black”.
Harris, who is of Black and South Asian heritage, said it

was the “same old, tired playbook”.“Next question.” She
also said she’d name a Republican to serve in her Cabi-
net if she were elected, though she didn’t have a name in
mind.

Joint interviews during an election year are a fixture
in politics; Biden and Harris, Trump and Mike Pence,
Barack Obama and Biden — all did them at a similar
point in the race. The difference is those other candi-
dates had all done solo interviews, too. Harris hasn’t yet
done an in-depth interview since she became her party’s
standard bearer five weeks ago, though she did sit for
several while she was still Biden’s running mate.Harris
and Walz are still introducing themselves to voters, un-
like Trump and Biden, of whom people had near-univer-
sal awareness and opinion. Harris said serving with Biden
was “one of the greatest honours of my career,” as she
recounted the moment he called to tell her he was step-
ping down and would support her.

Airline to operate flights till November 11,
will merge ops with Air India thereafter

Vistara will operationally merge into the Tata group’s
flagship airline Air India on November 11, drawing cur-
tains on the decade-old brand that made a mark for its
product and service quality as India’s foremost full-ser-
vice carrier.The wheels for the merger were set in motion
in 2022 after the Tata group acquired Air India from the
government.“Starting 03 September 2024, customers will,
progressively, no longer be able to make bookings with
Vistara for travel on or after 12 November 2024. All Vistara
aircraft thereafter will be operated by Air India and book-
ings for the routes operated by these aircraft will be redi-
rected to Air India’s website. Vistara will continue to take
bookings and operate flights as usual till 11 November
2024,” Vistara said in a statement Friday.

“As the merger process moves ahead, regular up-
dates will be shared with customers on the websites and
social media channels of Vistara and Air India, and via e-
mail. This includes information on web check-in, lounge
access, ancillary services, and all other possible
touchpoints. All efforts will be made by the dedicated
teams across both airlines to ensure a seamless transi-
tion,” the airline said.The announcement came close on
the heels of the government approving Singapore
Airlines’s investment into the merged carrier. As a joint
venture partner in Vistara, Singapore Airlines holds 49
per cent stake in the airline and will have 25.1 per cent
stake in the enlarged Air India after the merger. The In-
dian government’s approval to Singapore Airline’s Rs
2,059-crore investment in the merged airline was the fi-
nal hurdle before the merger.

“Air India welcomes the Union Cabinet’s approval
for the foreign direct investment by Singapore Airlines in
Air India. This is an important milestone that facilitates

the merger process between Vistara and Air India, and
the broader transformation of the Air India Group,” Air
India said in a statement.“We are immensely grateful to
all our customers for their support and patronage over
the last 10 years. As we progress further in our growth
journey, we want to emphasize that this merger is about
offering them more choice with a larger fleet and a wider
network, while elevating the overall travel experience.
Vistara and Air India are committed to ensuring that this
transition is smooth and hassle-free. We are excited about
this new phase in our journey and look forward to wel-
coming our customers again soon – as Air India,” said
Vistara’s Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Vinod Kannan.For
Vistara flights on or after November 12, the flight num-
bers will change to those of Air India, even though in
nearly all cases the aircraft, schedule and operating crew
will be unchanged until early 2025. All customers already
booked on Vistara flights after November 12 will auto-
matically have their reservations converted to Air India
flight numbers. This will occur in phases during Septem-
ber, and customers will be individually informed when
this occurs.“For our Vistara colleagues, the HR (human
resources) teams are working on the transfer of those
who have not already been seconded into Air India. As
with those who have already joined, we look forward to
welcoming our new Air Indians, helping them feel at home,
and to having their assistance in catalysing and acceler-
ating the new Air India,” Air India’s CEO Campbell Wil-
son said in an internal communication to Air India
employees.Kannan, too, shared the news with Vistara
employees in an internal communication and thanked
them for their contribution to Vistara’s growth. Kannan,
who is also the chief integration officer for the merger,
told Vistara employees about the merger roadmap over
the coming weeks and updated them on staff migration
and harmonization activities. Kannan also tried to dispel
fears among Vistara employees, saying that the merger
is the “beginning of an exciting new chapter” in the
airline’s growth story that will provide “numerous oppor-
tunities” to all employees.part from merging Air India and
Vistara, the Tata group is also in the process of merging
its budget carriers Air India Express and AIX Connect
(formerly AirAsia India). Once both the mergers are com-
plete, the Air India group will have a full-service carrier
Air India and a low-cost airline Air India Express. The
consolidation is a critical part of Air India’s transformation
programme Vihaan.Ai, that seeks to build Air India into
an airline of global repute.

In new chip push, Centre
ready with $15-billion blueprint

In new chip push, Centre ready with $15-bn
blueprintUnder the new scheme, the government could
also offer capital equipment and ecosystem support such
as gases, chemicals, and raw materials needed at as-
sembly and testing plants.AFTER HAVING committed
nearly all of the $10 billion in subsidies under its ambi-
tious semiconductor manufacturing incentive policy, the
government has prepared a blueprint for the second
phase of the scheme — it could increase the outlay of the
programme to $15 billion, offer capital support for raw
materials and gases used in chip manufacturing, and
reduce subsidies for assembly and testing plants, The
Indian Express has learnt.“In a short period of time, we
managed to clear four chip proposals including a fabri-
cation plant. The original incentive policy outlay of $10
billion will almost get over once subsidy payments are
made to the entities setting up these facilities.We want to
attract more such plants, and therefore, have pegged that
the new 2.0 scheme should have a higher outlay of $15
billion so that we can remain competitive, given that many
countries are trying to attract chip manufacturing,” a se-
nior government official said, requesting anonymity since
the discussions are currently private.

India has ambitions to become a major chip hub on
the lines of the United States, Taiwan and South Korea,
and has been courting foreign companies to set up op-
erations in the country. So far, the country has approved
a fabrication plant worth $11 billion being set up by Tata
Electronics in partnership with Taiwan’s Powerchip, and
three different chip assembly plants being set up by the
Tatas, US-based Micron Technology, and Murugappa
Group’s CG Power in partnership with Japan’s Renesas.

In an internal note prepared with the projections for
the renewal of the scheme, the government has also de-
cided to reduce the capex subsidy for assembly and test-
ing plants (ATMP/OSAT) from the current 50 per cent to
30 per cent for conventional packaging technologies, and
40 per cent for advanced packaging technologies.THE
NEW scheme could see an increased focus on fabrica-
tion plants, and more advanced display technologies as
India looks to climb the complexity ladder in the chips
ecosystem, going beyond packaging and assembly plants
where countries such as Malaysia already have a
stranglehold.In the first iteration of the incentive policy,
which was released in December 2021, the Centre had

offered a 30 per cent capex subsidy for chip packaging
and testing plants. However, in September 2022, it had
increased the subsidy for such plants to 50 per cent. It is
understood that it was done as a precursor to Micron
Technology’s proposal, as the government wanted to fa-
cilitate the company establishing an assembly plant in
India, which was eventually approved in June 2023.

Now though, the government wants to go back to its
earlier subsidy contribution, there is a growing percep-
tion within sections of the administration that it has over-
spent on packaging and assembly plants. For instance,
in Micron’s case, nearly 70 per cent of its $2.7 billion
plant will be paid through subsidies offered by the Cen-
tral Government, and the Gujarat government.The gov-
ernment also does not want to support technology trans-
fer costs under the new incentive scheme, it is under-
stood. This means that companies partnering with others
for using their chip manufacturing technology may have
to pay out of their own pocket.Under the new scheme, the
government could also offer capital equipment and eco-
system support such as gases, chemicals, and raw mate-
rials needed at assembly and testing plants. It could also
look at incentivising fabrication of micro-LED displays.It
is also learnt that Micron Technology’s ATMP plant in
Gujarat’s Sanand is running 133 days behind schedule,
due to the company’s inability to hire sufficient construc-
tion headcount. The Tatas have sought that the require-
ment for PSMC to demonstrate capability to manufacture
28 nanometre chips should be exempted for extending
fiscal support for the node. The government is consider-
ing the company’s request, but has not come to a conclu-
sion yet.

RIL plans 1:1 bonus issue; to invest
Rs 75,000 cr in new energy ecosystem

Seven years after its previous bonus issue, Reli-
ance Industries Ltd (RIL) on Thursday said it proposes to
issue a bonus issue in the ratio of one-for-one to the
shareholders and invest up to Rs 75,000 crore to estab-
lish the manufacturing ecosystem in new energy busi-
nesses, extensively enabled by all emerging technolo-
gies including AI, IoT, Machine Learning and Robotics.

Addressing the annual general meeting of RIL,
Chairman and MD Mukesh Ambani said RIL is targeting
to double its revenues and EBITDA (earnings before in-
terest, tax, depreciation and amortisation) over the next
three to four years, led by the momentum in
connectivity.“RIL has sent a notice to the stock exchanges
that the Board of Directors will meet on September 5 to
consider issuing bonus shares in the ratio of 1:1. When
Reliance grows, we reward our shareholders hand-
somely,” Ambani said. The last bonus issue that RIL had
announced was in 2017 in the ratio of 1:1. It had an-
nounced four bonus issues since 1983.

By 2025, Jamnagar will become the cradle of our
new energy business, he said. The Dhirubhai Ambani
Green Energy Giga Manufacturing Complex will be the
world’s largest, most modern, modular, and integrated
ecosystem at a single location, he said.“Our complete
ownership and automation of the integrated value chains
will allow us to maximise margins that are higher than
those of stand-alone, non-integrated players. To support
our investments, we are committed to partnering with
leading global technology companies, building world
class, state-of-the-art R&D capabilities, and expanding
our large, dynamic talent pool of PhDs, technologists,
and engineers from various nationalities,” Ambani
said.He said Reliance spent over Rs 3,643 crore in FY24
towards R&D, taking RIL’s spend on research to over Rs
11,000 crore ($1.5 billion) in the last four years alone.
“We have more than 1,000 scientists and researchers

working on critical research projects across all our busi-
nesses. Last year Reliance filed over 2,555 patents,
mainly in the areas of bio-energy innovations, solar and
other green energy sources, and high-value chemicals,”
he said.According to Ambani, by the end of this year, RIL
will commence the production of its own solar photovol-
taic (PV) modules. “In the following quarters, we will com-
plete the first phase of our integrated solar production
facilities. This includes modules, cells, glass, wafer, in-
got, and polysilicon, with an initial annual capacity of 10
GW. Our giga-factory is designed for modular expansion
at minimal cost and in the shortest time possible,” he
said.“We have fully integrated and indigenised the HJT
technology from REC Singapore, our wholly owned sub-
sidiary, to develop 1 Gen bifacial solar panels with cell
efficiency exceeding 26 per cent,” he said.

RIL has already begun construction of an integrated
advanced chemistry-based battery manufacturing facil-
ity with a 30 GWh annual capacity at Jamnagar. “Produc-
tion will commence by second half of next year. We will
start by assembling Battery Energy Storage Systems
(BESS) for utility scale applications and pack solutions
for residential, commercial, industrial, telecom, and mo-
bility markets,” Ambani said.Progressively, over the next
few quarters, RIL will integrate backward to cell manu-
facturing and eventually to battery chemicals production.
This will create the world’s only fully integrated battery
giga-factory, driving synergies across the value chain,
he said.

RIL has begun work on establishing a fully auto-
mated, multi-GW electrolyser manufacturing facility on
the west coast of India, which will be ready by 2026, he
said. “This giga-factory will be fully adaptable, capable of
supporting various technologies such as Alkaline, PEM,
and AEM. The facility is built using Industry 4.0 standards
and will be expandable in a modular fashion to meet
market demand,” he said.“In parallel, we are building
capabilities for futuristic electrolysis-based technologies
to tackle challenges in energy efficiency and capital cost
reduction for our next-gen electrolysers,” he said.RIL arm
Reliance Retail said it has ambitious plans to enter the
luxury jewellery segment with a curated and design-led
experience. “We are exploring the fashion jewellery and
accessories segment to broaden our market reach,” RIL
Director Isha Ambani said.Ambani said the retail arm is
establishing 7-Eleven as a leading 24×7 convenience
destination, offering localised fresh food and beverages
tailored to the Indian palate. “I am confident that we will
achieve our goal of doubling our retail business in the
next 3 to 4 years,” she said.

Kriti Sanon swears by this ‘underrated’
skincare ingredient: ‘It helps hold moisture’

Kriti Sanon has often shared bits and pieces about
her skincare routine. She once again did, this time listing
a couple of her favourite skincare products. One among
them glycerine. “I think glycerine is so underrated but it is
so multitalented in so many ways. It is amazing. It is a
humectant. It helps hold moisture. It is antiseptic. It soothes
your skin and calms your skin. It goes with any and every
skincare ingredient,” the Mimi actor said in a chat with
Grazia.Sanon also spoke about her “love” for peptides
“as they are amazing for skin elasticity and bounce”.

What makes glycerine such a “multitalented” skincare
ingredient?

Glycerine is an ingredient in many moisturising
skincare products. “It doesn’t clog pores but hydrates and
refreshes the skin, helps with soft and smooth skin ap-
pearance, is gentle on the skin, reduces the appearance
of wrinkles, and tackles acne,” said Dr Rinky Kapoor,
consultant dermatologist, cosmetic dermatologist and
dermato-surgeon, The Esthetic Clinics.

How much to use?
Add 2-3 drops of glycerin to your regular moisturiser

if you wish to hydrate the skin or mix two spoons of milk
with 1 spoonful of glycerin for smoother skin, shared Dr
Kapoor. “Dab on a little glycerin diluted with water to

minimise the appearance of pores. It is known to give a
youthful glow,” added Dr Kapoor.It can be used in the
form of a moisturiser, night cream, soap, or mist. How-
ever, it will be imperative for everyone to use glycerin
only after consulting the expert, stressed Dr Kapoor. “Try
to do a patch test before using glycerin. If there is a burn-
ing sensation or redness then discontinue usage,” said
Dr Kapoor.

What to keep in mind?
One should not use undiluted glycerin directly on

the face as doing so can dehydrate the skin. “One can
even get blisters, a burning sensation, or even skin irrita-
tion. Avoid following any trend because your favourite
celebrity is doing so.

This is what happens to the body when you
suddenly stop taking diabetes medication

We all know the importance of taking prescribed
medicines for good health. But have you ever thought
about what would happen when you think you feel better
and no longer need them? That’s exactly what we are
here to tell you — especially those of you taking pills to
manage your sugar level or diabetes.According to the
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), India has
around 101 million people living with diabetes, said Dr
Manoj Chawla, consultant, diabetology, P.D. Hinduja
Hospital and MRC, Khar, adding that it is a chronic condi-
tion warranting continuous care through lifestyle modifi-
cation, monitoring, and medications and a failure to do
so can have serious consequences on the blood sugar
levels, leading to a rapid spike.

Agreeing, Dr Rajeev Gupta, director, internal medi-
cine, CK Birla Hospital (R), Delhi stressed that there is no
cure for diabetes. “Remission is possible only in a few
cases, that too only in the early years by following vigor-
ous lifestyle modification, weight loss, care, and pre-
scribed medication. Uncontrolled diabetes very often may
be asymptomatic, making many patients ‘feel fine’. How-
ever, that is an inaccurate way to assess one’s diabetes
level. Conditions like diabetes warrant the continuity of
medications as an interruption or sudden stoppage may
lead to an increased risk of infections and the possibility
of acute complications like diabetic ketoacidosis, a life-
threatening condition characterised by the buildup of acids
in the blood, which can lead to coma if not treated
promptly,” explained Dr Gupta.He added that the silent
nature of diabetes can be tricky, and diabetics often may
not feel anything till it is too late. “Stopping medications
can also lead to glycaemic variability and increase
chances of long-term complications like blindness, kid-
ney failure, and leg amputations. There is also the possi-
bility of muscle and weight loss, dehydration, fatigue, and

medications losing efficacy due to interrupted care,” Dr
Gupta told indianexpress.com.

Furthermore, the risk of acute medical events like
stroke and myocardial infarction (heart attack) increases
significantly. “It’s essential to manage diabetes with a
consistent treatment plan to prevent these potentially dan-
gerous outcomes. Always consult with a healthcare pro-
vider before making any changes to your medication regi-
men to ensure safe and effective diabetes management,”
said Dr Chawla.It is important for a person with diabetes
to monitor the levels and follow their diabetologist’s ad-
vise regarding medication adjustment and timely screen-
ing for complications at all times.

According to the Indian Council of Medical Research
(ICMR), India has around 101 million people living with
diabetes, said Dr Manoj Chawla, consultant, diabetology,
P.D. Hinduja Hospital and MRC, Khar, adding that it is a
chronic condition warranting continuous care through
lifestyle modification, monitoring, and medications and a
failure to do so can have serious consequences
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When Dimple Kapadia reflected on her efforts going
unnoticed by Rajesh Khanna: Understanding the role

of appreciation in healthy relationships

GNS News Agency, Sept 2
Dimple Kapadia once revealed that during her mar-

riage to Rajesh Khanna, she “never got a word of praise”
from him, despite dedicating all her energy to meeting
his expectations. Khanna, who was one of the most
sought-after stars in Bollywood back in the 60s and 70s,
married Kapadia when she was just a teenager. The
couple split in the early 80s after their daughters Twinkle
and Rinke were born. In an interview with Screen maga-
zine in 1987, Kapadia reflected on her relationship with a
man twice her age, revealing that the superstar was aware
of the admiration she had for him. She said, “Everywhere
I went, I was told that I was the most gorgeous woman in
the world. But I never got a word of praise from him. It was
as if he hadn’t noticed me.”She went on to add, “I was
always waiting for some reaction, but it never came. All
my energy was spent in doing what he wanted and an-
ticipating his approval. It was like climbing a ladder. No
matter how fast I climbed, he was still many rungs ahead.”

Positive reinforcement and appreciation are crucial
aspects of relationships. When one partner constantly
feels unrecognised or unappreciated, it can lead to deep-
seated feelings of inadequacy and emotional disconnect,
undermining the foundation of the relationship.

Rhea Joseph, consultant psychiatric social worker
and relationship counsellor at Cadabams Hospitals, tells
indianexpress.com, “When individuals feel valued and
acknowledged, they experience a boost in self-esteem
and are more likely to maintain healthy emotional ties
with their partner. However, the absence of positive rein-
forcement can lead to significant psychological impacts,
creating feelings of inadequacy and emotional discon-
nect.” Absence of positive reinforcement and its effects
on self-esteem and emotional well-being

Joseph says, “Without reinforcement, individuals
may begin to doubt their value, both within the relation-
ship and in their lives more broadly. Feeling unseen or
unappreciated often leads to a gradual erosion of self-
worth. This can be particularly damaging in relationships

where one partner is consistently striving to meet the
other’s needs without receiving validation or praise in
return.”Positive reinforcement in relationships serves as
a means of emotional bonding, she adds. When a part-
ner doesn’t express appreciation, the person on the re-
ceiving end may feel disconnected or emotionally iso-
lated. Over time, this emotional neglect can foster resent-
ment, creating distance in the relationship.When some-
one feels undervalued, they might constantly overextend
themselves in hopes of finally receiving validation from
their partner. This constant striving can lead to chronic
stress and anxiety, When someone feels undervalued,
they might constantly overextend themselves in hopes of
finally receiving validation from their partner. This con-
stant striving can lead to chronic stress and anxiety, Psy-
chological impact of feeling unappreciated or
undervaluedConstantly feeling unappreciated or under-
valued can have deep psychological ramifications, in-
forms Joseph. Individuals in such situations may experi-
ence:

Chronic Stress and AnxietyWhen someone feels
undervalued, they might constantly overextend them-
selves in hopes of finally receiving validation from their
partner. This constant striving can lead to chronic stress
and anxiety, as they may feel they are never good enough,
no matter how much they give.Feelings of being unap-
preciated can contribute to depression. Without positive
reinforcement, individuals may become despondent, feel-
ing hopeless about the future of the relationship. They
might start to believe that their efforts are meaningless,
leading to a pervasive sense of sadness and low
motivation.Over time, the emotional toll of being unap-
preciated can breed resentment. This resentment can
create a toxic cycle where the individual begins to with-
draw emotionally from the relationship, either as a form
of self-protection or as an unconscious way of punishing
their partner.

How can couples cultivate a habit of expressing
appreciation?

Joseph says, “Building a habit of expressing appre-
ciation is essential for nurturing emotional bonds in a
relationship.”It’s important for partners to express their
appreciation verbally and be specific about what they
are grateful for, she states. Incorporating appreciation
into everyday routines can help solidify it as a habit. This
could be as simple as thanking each other for small tasks
or acknowledging each other’s contributions, whether
through words or gestures like a hug or a kind note.She
continues, “Appreciation doesn’t always have to be ver-
bal. Small acts of kindness—like making your partner’s
favourite meal, surprising them with something they love,
or doing a chore they dislike—can serve as non-verbal
cues of gratitude and help strengthen the bond.”

IC 814: Captain Devi Sharan told jokes to
hijacker named Burger, who ‘won the

hearts’ of hostages by singing songs
The release of Anubhav Sinha’s new streaming se-

ries, IC 814: The Kandahar Hijack, has reintroduced the
harrowing incident to the minds of Indian audiences. The
six-episode series, based in part on Captain Devi
Sharan’s account of the week-long siege, was released
to positive reviews on August 29. In the show, the captain
is played by Vijay Varma, while the rest of the impressive
cast plays various bureaucrats who found themselves
working around a system to ensure the safe return of
Indian citizens. The stand-off ended on December 31,
1999, and Captain Devi Sharan got a hero’s welcome in
India.

In an interview with The New York Times five days
after his return, he spoke about the mood inside the plane,
and recalled that the hijackers and hostages began to
loosen up as the days wore on. He even recalled telling
the hijackers a joke, which he narrated in the interview as
well. “I just wanted to make the best of that time, so that
nobody should be nervous and think the world is finished
now,” he said, recalling how the hijacker named Burger
‘won the hearts of people’ by singing songs with them
and chatting ‘companionably’. Captain Sharan, too,
‘joined in the games’.He added, “Whenever the hijack-
ers laughed, we laughed. Whenever they were tense, we
were tense.” Captain Sharan then recalled the joke that
he told during one of these interactions with the hijackers
and hostages. “Like one guy was traveling with a parrot.
See, an air hostess comes, so the parrot kisses her. OK?
The master of that parrot thinks I can also do that. He also
kisses her. The commander comes out and asks, ‘Why
did you do this?’ The master says, ‘Because my parrot

did that.’ So the commander decided to throw them both
out of the plane, the parrot and the master. They opened
the door. The parrot asks his master, ‘Can you
fly?'”Captain Sharan, who began flying only a few days
after the ordeal, declared in the NYT interview that he
was prepared to return to work, and that he was ‘ready to
face another hijack also’. In more recent interviews, di-
rector Anubhav Sinha also shared anecdotes that he
gathered from his interactions with Captain Sharan, who
told him about the camaraderie that emerged in the cabin
as the siege wore on, and about the mark that remains on
his neck from where the hijackers kept him at gunpoint.

In 1999, a passenger airliner from Kathmandu was
hijacked by a group of terrorists, eventually landing in
Kandahar. There, the Indian authorities engaged the hi-
jackers in negotiations, ultimately agreeing to release
three high-ranking terrorists in exchange of the hostages.
One person was murdered.

Deepika Padukone’s mother-in-law
Anju thanks paps as they congratulate her

ahead of the arrival of her grandchild.
Actor couple Deepika Padukone and Ranveer Singh

are preparing for the arrival of their first baby in Septem-
ber. While the parents-to-be have taken a break from
public appearances for some time, Ranveer’s family re-
cently stepped out for dinner. His mother Anju Bhavnani
expressed excitement as she awaits her grandchild’s
arrival.Anju, along with some friends was spotted exiting
a restaurant in Mumbai, after dinner on Thursday night.
Paps, stationed outside the eatery, congratulated the
soon-to-be-grandmother and she flashed a beaming
smile and thanked them. See the video here:

The video of Anju thanking the paps as they con-
gratulated her has surfaced on Instagram. Deepika and
Ranveer’s fans poured in their love for the happy family.
One user commented, “Ranveer beautiful mom is humble
personality,” another user wrote, “Mumma Ranveer looks
so beautiful.. ????,” yet another person commented, “so
excited to see the first glimpses of Deepika and Ranveer’s
child.”

Deepika Padukone is due in September, according
to her pregnancy announcement post. The couple an-
nounced the good news in February, this year. The couple

shared a cute post which had drawings of baby clothes
and other baby accessories with the month September
written on it.

On the work front Deepika was last seen in Nag
Ashwin’s sci-fi drama Kalki 2898 AD along with Prabhas,
Amitabh Bachchan and Kamal Haasan. She will next be
seen in Rohit Shetty’s cop drama Singham Again, which
will also stars Ranveer. He will reprise his role of Simbaa.
The film will also star Ajay Devgn, Kareena Kapoor, and
Arjun Kapoor. Ranveer will next be headlining Farhan
Akhtar’s Don 3 along with Kiara Advani.

Javed Akhtar heaps praise on Alia Bhatt, calls
her ‘the finest actor’ of the generation; Zoya
Akhtar reveals why Jee Le Zaraa is delayed

Lyricist-writer Javed Akhtar joined his filmmaker
daughter Zoya Akhtar at Expresso, held in Mumbai on
Thursday. During their interaction, the father-daughter
duo discussed contemporary Hindi cinema. Javed also
heaped praises on actor Alia Bhatt, and talked about her
performance in Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s 2022 film
Gangubai Kathaiwadi.Lauding Alia’s recent perfor-
mances, Javed said, “With Gangubai, Alia, today, is per-
haps one of the few finest actors.” He added with his
trademark cheek, “Actually, I feel she is the finest but I am
being diplomatic so other heroines don’t get upset.” Watch
the video here:Zoya Akhtar, who was set to produce the
film Jee Le Zaraa, with Alia Bhatt, Priyanka Chopra nd
Katrina Kaif, gave an update on the project and revealed
the reasons behind its delay. She said that the film is very

much in the pipeline, and  that the delay is because they
are not able to align the dates of the three stars. “I think
aligning the three of them, their dates, and Farhan, his
dates,” said Zoya.

Zoya Akhtar and Javed Akhtar have collaborated on
several films, including Luck By Chance (2009), followed
by Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara (2011), Dil Dhadakne Do
(2015), among others. Zoya recently co-produced the
documentary series Angry Young Men, based on the life
and works of her father and his screenwriter partner Salim
Khan. The duo co-wrote 24 films in just 11 years during
the 1970s, with 20 of those becoming blockbusters.
Salim’s sons – Salman Khan, Arbaaz Khan and Sohail
Khan – were also a part of documentary.

Vikram decodes chemistry with Aishwarya Rai,
says she’s always been ‘somebody else’s wife’ in

their films: ‘Abhishek is a very close friend’
Aishwarya Rai and

Vikram have shared screen
space in films like Ponniyin
Selvan and Raavan, and
their on-screen chemistry is
loved by their fans. In a re-
cent interview, when
Vikram was asked about
his friendship with
Aishwarya in real life, the
actor said that he shares a
great bond with her hus-
band, Abhishek Bachchan,
as well. Vikram starred with
Abhishek and Aishwarya in
Mani Ratnam’s
Raavan.Talking to
Siddharth Kannan on his
YouTube channel,
“Abhishek is a very close
friend of mine so automati-
cally, the family becomes
friends too. The thing is,
Aishwarya and I, we have
very good on-screen chem-
istry, like whether it was
Raavan or whether it was
Ponniyin Selvan and both
were unrequited love, both
were somebody else’s wife,
I get killed in both.”

Vikram said that he
actually Mani Ratnam to let
them have a happy ending

in one of the films, just for
the fans. “I told Mani sir,
‘Please one film, let’s get
together, at least for the
fans’. I think she is a fan-
tastic actor to work with.
She is very committed, per-
fectionist and we are very
good friends but Abhishek
is like very, very close
friend,” he said.Aishwarya
Rai has not appeared in
any films since Ponniyin
Selvan 2. She has also not
announced any future

projects. Vikram was re-
cently seen in the Tamil film
Thangalaan. The Hindi
version of the film will re-
lease on September 6.Dur-
ing the promotions of
Ponniyin Selvan 2, Vikram
spoke about their on-
screen chemistry and said,
“It is very interesting be-
cause in Raavan, we do
not get to be with each
other. Even in PS 1, I was
just there in one scene, it

was hardly just a glimpse
of her and me together. And
again in part two, I don’t
know how many scenes are
we together for. I think that
the love and romance be-
tween the two (characters)
is so strong that the audi-
ence wants them to meet.
That is why they go back to
Raavan. But again in
Raavan, we do not get to-
gether and that is working
in our favour I think.”

Javed Akhtar says all religions belong
in the ‘dark ages’: ‘This is schizophrenia,

people have split personalities’

Writer-lyricist Javed Akhtar, in a recent conversa-
tion, said that the reason why he is an atheist is that he
has the ability to think. Javed was a guest at the latest
session of Expresso, conducted on Thursday in Mumbai.
When asked about how he “escaped religious indoctri-
nation,” Javed said that as thinking individuals, “we are
rational, logical but a part of our brain is damaged in a
childhood when we had no choice.”He then spoke about
the time when people who went against societal norms
were punished for their scientific thinking, and quickly
added that “the 20th and 21st century is the time of schizo-
phrenia, people have split personalities.”

Elaborating on his thoughts, Javed Akhtar said that
when a scientist from ISRO sends a rocket to moon, they
offer their prayers at a temple, thus questioning this clash
of scientific thinking and blind faith. “A man in India from
ISRO, who can send a rocket to the precise place of
moon… But moon had chandralok, devi-devtas used to
live there, you are sending a rocket there, and the mo-

ment you send it, you go out and you go to the temple.
This is schizophrenia. It has happened for the first time in
human history where your own knowledge and informa-
tion, which you own, and your faith are not on the same
page,” he said.Javed Akhtar then proceeded to say that
all religions belong in the “dark ages” and added, “All
these religions, all the religions without exception, be-
long to the dark ages. Their roots are in the dark ages.
You bring the dark age with you. Your umbilical cord has
not been cut from the dark ages.”

Mrunal Thakur flaunts
this tempting delight

on her cheat day
Mumbai: Actress Mrunal Thakur on Thursday shared

a glimpse of her cheat day, in which she can be seen
enjoying a delicious scoop of an ice-cream.Taking to
Instagram, Mrunal, who has 13.4 million followers on the
photo sharing application, dropped photos from an ice-
cream parlour.She is wearing a denim-on-denim outfit
and has rounded off the look with a sling bag. Mrunal is
holding an ice-cream cone and is flaunting her
smile.Meanwhile, on the work front, Mrunal began her
acting career in 2012 with the television show ‘Mujhse
Kuchh Kehti…Yeh Khamoshiyaan’. She has featured in
shows like ‘Arjun’, ‘Kumkum Bhagya’. She has also par-
ticipated in ‘Nach Baliye 7’.Mrunal was also a part of the
web series ‘Made in Heaven 2’.
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Shakib Al Hasan becomes cricket’s most
successful left-arm spinner surpassing Daniel
Vettori with 707 wickets in 444 internationals

GNS News Agency, Sept 2
The exponential growth of left-arm spinners must

rank among the striking differences in international cricket
between the 20th and 21st centuries.The proliferation of
games has helped, but so has the rise of a clan that has
become an integral part of the modern game. In only 23
years of this century, left-arm spinners have overhauled
the aggregates of their predecessors from a hundred
years between January 1901 and December 2000.

Overall, 194 left-arm spin bowlers had bowled in the
previous century, amassing over 6000 international wick-
ets at a trifling 77.2 strike rate. Since the turn of the cen-
tury and the expansion to three formats, left-arm tweakers
have doubled (408) in representation, aggregating over
13600 wickets across formats, with their strike rate halved
to 43.5.Pakistan vs Bangladesh 1st Test: Shakib Al Hasan
three wickets Bangladesh players gather around Shakib
Al Hasan to celebrate the fall of a Pakistan wicket on
Sunday during the first Test in Rawalpindi. (AP)A closer
understanding of the progression can be derived from
the Test format. 169 left-arm spinners played in the previ-
ous century, claiming 4508 wickets at an 86.6 strike-rate.
The figures have surged remarkably since 2001, with
120 left-arm spinners already accounting for 90.97 per-
cent of wickets (4101) from the 20th century at an im-
proved 70.5 strike rate.Shakib Al Hasan has led the revo-
lution of the left-arm spin tribe between the two contrast-
ing periods in a nearly 17-year active career. Last Sun-
day in Rawalpindi, the Bangladeshi maverick surpassed
Daniel Vettori to become the most successful left-arm

spinner, soaring to 707 wickets in 444 international
appearances.Shakib ranks 16th in the all-time list and
remains the solitary bowler to record at least 100 T20I,
200 Test and 300 ODI wickets. No other player has
achieved a double of 14,000 runs and 700 wickets in
internationals.

Only 10 bowlers have picked up at least 400 inter-
national wickets at home. The 37-year-old Shakib (415)
ranks 10th on the list and has the third-highest percent-
age (58.69) of wickets at home, only behind R Ashwin
(61.15) and Stuart Broad (60.09). That does not neces-
sarily reduce Shakib’s effectiveness, having played in an
underdog side throughout his career.None have featured
in more Bangladesh victories over the years. Shakib has
played in 183 of his country’s 247 international wins, scor-
ing 6347 runs (second-most) and totalling 336 wickets,
the highest.

Shakib was part of 103 of Bangladesh’s 107 home
victories and has nearly doubled the performance of the
next-best batter and bowler from his team in overseas
triumphs, recording 3220 runs and 134
wickets.Bangladesh's skipper Shakib Al Hasan ex-
changes greetings with Netherlands players during a
practice session on the eve of of the ICC Men's Cricket
World Cup 2023 match between Bangladesh and Neth-
erlands, at Eden Gardens in Kolkata, Friday, Oct. 27, 2023.
(PTI Photo) Bangladesh skipper Shakib Al Hasan ex-
changes greetings with Netherlands players during a
practice session at Eden Gardens in Kolkata on Friday.
(PTI Photo)Dissecting him by format, his efficacy barely
takes a hit. Shakib stands fifth among all left-arm tweakers
in Tests. He is one of just three from the group to cross
300 ODI wickets and is only seven short of surpassing
Sanath Jayasuriya’s tally of 323 wickets. A wicket will
make him only the third T20I bowler to reach 150
wickets.Shakib’s unique strain of dominance may go
unnoticed in Bangladesh’s mercurial performances over
the years and his spate of controversies on and off the
field have somewhat tarnished his legacy. Alleged in-
volvement in a murder case back home has thrown the
improbable twilight years of his career into further
unpredictability.Despite this wave of uncertainty, Shakib
will remain a delight for the record books for decades as
an unremitting all-rounder and undisputed man of action
from the left-armers club.

Carlos Alcaraz dumped out of US Open second
round by unseeded Botic van de Zandschulp

GNS News Agency, Sept 2
Carlos Alcaraz and Van de Zandschulp Botic van

de Zandschulp from the Netherlands shakes hands with
Carlos Alcaraz of Spain, after his second round match
win. Carlos Alcaraz never recovered from a shaky start
and made unforced errors throughout as Van de
Zandschulp ended the French Open and Wimbledon
champion’s 15-match winning run at the majors.Former
champion Carlos Alcaraz’s Grand Slam winning streak
came to a screeching halt at the US Open on Thursday
as the Spaniard was beaten 6-1 7-5 6-4 by unseeded
Dutchman Botic van de Zandschulp in the second
round.Alcaraz never recovered from a shaky start and
made unforced errors throughout as Van de Zandschulp
ended the French Open and Wimbledon champion’s 15-
match winning run at the majors.The 21-year-old was on
the back foot early on as Van de Zandschulp claimed the
opening three games with some resolute defending from
the back of the court, and the Dutchman broke again in
the sixth game en route to taking the first set.Alcaraz pro-
duced a stunning forehand pass to hold serve in the first
game of the next set but the four-times major winner’s
struggles to close out points resurfaced as Van de
Zandschulp broke for a 2-1 lead.

A tactical tweak to return serve from deeper helped
Alcaraz break back immediately but the 2022 champion

gifted his opponent another break with a double fault and
Van de Zandschulp went on to comfortably double his
advantage in the match.After briefly leaving the court
before the third set, Alcaraz found himself in deeper
trouble after a wayward forehand handed Van de
Zandschulp a break.He hit back immediately and found
his smile again, but world number 74 Van de Zandschulp
got his nose in front and completed a stunning upset on
serve.“Actually I am a little bit lost for words. It’s been an
incredible evening here,” said Van de Zandschulp. “I think
from point one here today I believed (I had) a chance.“I
had some nerves but I think if you want to beat one of
these guys you have to be unbelievably calm and keep
your head there.”

Joe Root dedicates 33rd Test
century to Graham Thorpe

GNS News Agency,
Sept 2

Joe Root has dedi-
cated his 33rd Test century
to his former mentor, late
Graham Thorpe, who took
his own life earlier this
month. The 33-year-old
moved to three figures in
his 145th test with a trade-
mark four through third man
to equal former England
opener Alastair Cook’s tally
of Test centuries and cel-
ebrated it by pointing to the
skies.“I’ve been very lucky
to work with a lot of people,
whether it be senior play-
ers, coaches, mentors, and
Thorpey was one of those
people who offered me so
much,” said Root, whose
143 salvaged a challeng-
ing day one for England.“It
was nice to be able to think
of him (Thorpe) in that mo-
ment. He’s someone I’m
sorely going to miss, and
who I owe a lot to. He put a
lot into my game, into my
career, and without his
help I definitely wouldn’t be
where I am now.”

Joe Root went down
the memory lane recol-
lected how the influential
role of Thorpe in his
career.“The first time I came

across him was a second-
team game at Stamford
Bridge for Yorkshire
against Surrey [in 2010],”
Root said.“The following
year, I made my way into
the County Championship
team and he was involved
with the England Lions.
Before I’d even made a
hundred at first-class level,
he picked me for a Lions
game against Sri Lanka at
Scarborough.

“He saw something

with me, and pushed hard
for me to go away that win-
ter and worked with him.
We worked tirelessly on my
game against spin – being
able to get close to the ball,
get away from it, utilising
different sweeps – and
also against pace… work-
ing very hard to make sure
that those areas of the
game which are different to
county cricket, you are up
to speed with,” Root
recalled.Joe Root also
played down his England

record-equalling century
and said his desire to keep
playing was
undiminished.“I remember
walking out of my first test
thinking if this is my one
and only opportunity to
play for England then I’d be
extremely proud,” he
said“So nice to be sat here
today having achieved
what I’ve achieved, but I
feel there’s still quite a lot
more to do – and within this
game as well.”

“It was nice to be able to think of him (Thorpe) in that moment. He’s some-
one I’m sorely going to miss, and who I owe a lot to. He put a lot into my game,
into my career, and without his help I definitely wouldn’t be where I am now.”

New Champions League format:
Why PSG has the toughest draw?

GNS News Agency, Sept 2
“Football and our lives are managed by memories,”

Cristiano Ronaldo said at the Champions league draw in
Monaco. The UEFA would hope that the new format of
the league would produce plenty of those as after months
of buildup, UCL dived headfirst into unchartered territory
as the familiar group stage of the tournament was rel-
egated to the pages of the past and replaced with a
swanky league model consisting of 36 teams.With a com-
puter deciding the draw, replacing the earlier tradition of
the names of the teams being picked from glass bowls
manually, the Champions League went all digital for the
new season.And as promised by UEFA, the new format
did throw up some mouthwatering clashes from the get
go with huge names like Real Madrid taking on Liverpool,
Manchester City facing off against Juventus and Bayern
Munich locking horns with Barcelona.

Defending champions Real Madrid will take on
Liverpool, Borussia Dortmund and AC Milan while
Manchester City will be playing big names like Inter Milan,
Paris Saint Germain and Juventus. Bayern Munich, mean-
while, will face PSG and Barcelona while PSG will also
take on Arsenal. Dortmund, last season’s finalists have
both Real and Barca to contend with while Liverpool will
have to face Bayer Leverkusen as well as AC Milan in
addition to the clash with Real Madrid. Arsenal, mean-
while, have to take on PSG and Inter Milan.

Who among the big teams has the easier draw?
Among the traditional big teams, Juventus will be

happy with the way that the draw turned out with the Ital-
ian powerhouse having just Manchester City at home to
worry about. Their other fixtures are with RB Leipzig (A),
Benfica (H), Club Brugge (A), PSV (H), Lille (A), Stuttgart
(H) and Aston Villa (A).

Who among the big teams has the toughest draw?

Paris Saint Germain just can’t seem to catch a break
here as after their superstar Kylian Mbappe got trans-
ferred to Real Madrid, the draw wasn’t in their favour as
well with the Parisians having to take on Manchester City
and Atletico Madrid at home and then face off with Bayern
Munich and Arsenal away. Their remaining fixtures are
PSV (H), Salzburg (A), Girona (H), Stuttgart (A).Bundesliga
champions Bayer Leverkusen will also feel short-
changed by the draw with Xabi Alonso’s Invincibles fac-
ing tough tasks against Inter and AC Milan at home while
travelling to face Liverpool and Atletico Madrid.

A little bit of historyQuite a few teams in the initial
phase of matches have storied history behind their en-
counters. As Barcelona gets set to welcome Bayern
Munich at home, fans will instantly be reminded of that
fateful clash in 2020 when the Bavarians obliterated a
Barca side with the likes of Lionel Messi and Luiz Suarez
8-2, a day that is still looked on in infamy among the
Catalan club faithful. It hasn’t helped that in the UCL,
Barca have just 2 victories against the Germans with
Bayern winning 10.Another match which has a recent
history in the Champions League is between Real Madrid
and Liverpool with the defending champions being the
source of numerous heartbreaks for the Reds in this com-
petition. In the 2021/22 and 2017/18 finals, Madrid
snatched away the Merseysideiders’ dreams of the tro-
phy when they beat them 0-1 and 3-1 respectively. In the
2022/23 season, Real eliminated Liverpool from the
Round of 16 with an aggregate score of 6-2 while in the
2020/21 quarters, the Spanish team again ousted the
English giants 3-1 on aggregate. Real will also play
Dortmund which will be a repeat of last year’s final.Another
clash with a little bit of history to it will be when Aston Villa
play host to Bayern Munich, a team who they had beaten
in 1982 to win the European Cup. That was before the
competition was renamed the Champions League in 1992
and this will be the first time since the rebrand that Villa
will be playing the tournament.

Potential banana-skin fixturesThis year, teams will
be wary of Girona who after an inspired run last season
finished third in the La Liga. In the UCL, they face off
against Liverpool and Arsenal in home fixtures while tak-
ing on PSG and AC Milan away. Aston Villa are another
team to look out for, having finished fourth in the Premier
League over traditional giants like Manchester United
and Chelsea. Even though the Unai Emery team have to
face Bayern, Leipzig and Juventus, their in-form goalie
Emiliano Martinez and striker Oliie Watkins might help
them pull the so-called rabbit out of the hat.

 Archer Sheetal Devi shoots an incredible
703, just one short of new World Record
 GNS News Agency, Sept 2
In the end, as it often does at the highest level, it

came down to one arrow. A few centimeters. One 9 in a
sea of 10s and bull’s eyes. The two archers who are
considered to be favourites for the Women’s Individual
Compound Open title at Paris Paralympics pushed each
other all the way in the qualification rounds.India’s Sheetal
Devi shot a sensational 703 out of a possible 720… but
Turkey’s Oznur Cure went one better in the final End of
six arrows to score 704. Both archers comfortably bet-
tered the existing World Record of 698, but it was Cure
who came away with the new global benchmark on a day
of remarkable shooting by the two favourites.It was a battle
royale for the top two spots as Cure made a strong come-
back in the second half while Sheetal was largely steady
in the top two from the get go. In the second half, Sheetal
shot three Ends of perfect 60s, and with six arrows to go,
both archers where tied on 644 points. While Sheetal
managed a fine 59 in the final End, Cure shot six 10s.
According to World Archery, it literally came down to the
last arrow after both of them shot five 10s from 644. Over-
all out of 72 arrows in qualification, Sheetal shot 59 10s
out of which 24 were inner ring Xs, while her Turkish
opponent shot 56 10s with 29 Xs. In the process, they
became the first two women in the history of this disci-
pline to cross 700 in the 72-arrow qualification format.

Of course, the ranking rounds only determine the
seedings and Sheetal, the only female armless archer
competing at Paris Paralympics, ensured that she
wouldn’t have to face Cure anytime before the final should
both athletes make it that far. If they do, it will be a repeat
of the Pilsen 2023 World Archery Para Championships
final, where Cure overcame Sheetal’s challenge.The 17-
year-old Indian prodigy from Kishtwar, Jammu and Kash-
mir, was born with Phocomelia, a rare congenital disor-
der that causes under-developed limbs. She uses her
right feet, right shoulder and jaw to release the arrow and
gets the upper body strength from a penchant for climb-
ing trees as a kid. Coming into Paris, she was already
earmarked as one of the medal contenders in her cat-
egory and by comfortably smashing her previous per-
sonal best of 689 in the qualification round, she made a
strong start on her path to the podium. Sheetal made
headlines during the Para Asian Games last year as well
when she won two gold medals and a silver.Shooting
alongside Sheetal in this event, Sarita finished 9th in the
ranking round. While Sarita will begin her knockout cam-
paign in the round of 32, Sheetal gets a bye into the
round of 16. In the men’s individual recurve open ranking
round, Harvinder Singh – who made history in Tokyo as
the first archer from India to win a medal at either of the
Summer Games – earned 9th seeding with a score of
637.

In men’s compound, Rakesh had a solid outing too,
finishing 5th with a total of 696. A combined total of 1399
was enough to give India the top seeding in mixed team
compound. And also, that meant it was a new World
Record score for mixed team qualification in compound,
combined with Sheetal’s 703. In women’s recurve, Pooja
was placed 7th with a score of 585, which also earned
India 5th seed in mixed team along with Harvinder.If
Sheetal’s was a case of Paralympic debut going as well
as possible, it was double heartbreak for Aruna Tanwar
in Para Taekwondo. Back in Tokyo on her debut, Aruna
had fought through to the quarterfinals despite a hairline
fracture, but it became serious enough for her to miss out
on repechage. Three years on, it was a brutal leg injury
that ended her hopes early.

Early in her bout against Turkey’s Nurcihan Ekinci,
the 24-year-old appeared to have her right knee buckled
as she fell forward. She let out an immediate cry of pain
that echoed in the arena and laid on her back as she was

treated for a considerable amount of time. As she got up
in tears and decided to fight till the end of the stipulated
five minutes, the audience applauded her on. It was how-
ever too much for the Indian to manage as she lost 0-19
and limped off the playing area in tears.In Para Badmin-
ton, there were comfortable group-stage wins for medal
contenders like Suhas Yathiraj (SL4), Nihya Sre Sumathy
Sivan (SH6) and Palak Kohli (SL4). But the standout re-
sults of the day came from Sukant Kadam and Manisha
Ramadass. While Sukant (SL3), making his Paralympics
debut after missing out in 2021, fought back from a game
down against Malaysian fourth seed Mohd Amin
Burhanuddin. In the decider, Sukant trailed 16-20 facing
four match points, but won six in a row to register an
impressive win. Later, Manisha Ramadass (SU5) came
back from a slow start to clinch a three-game battle against
local favorite Maud Lefort. In a group that also has reign-
ing World and Paralympic champion Qiu Xia Yang, it was
a must-win for Manisha and she held her nerve in the
end.

Suhas Yathiraj, Sukant
Kadam start singles

campaigns on winning note
GNS News Agency, Sept 2
Paris: Tokyo 2020 silver medallist Suhas Lalinakere

Yathiraj had a mixed day while Sukant Kadam won his
opening match in the group stage on the opening day of
badminton competitions in the Paralympic Games here
on Thursday.Yathiraj, who is an IAS officer of the 2007
batch of Uttar Pradesh cadre and has served as District
Magistrate of Gautam Buddha Nagar & Prayagraj, started
the day with a defeat in the Mixed Doubles SL3-SU 5
partnering Palak Kohli. They lost to compatriots Nitesh
Kumar and Thulasimathi Murugesan 0-2 (14-21, 17-21)
at Court 4 of the La Chapelle Arena in the French Capital.

The 41-year-old shuttler then came back a couple of
hours later to start his campaign in the men’s singles SL4
on a rousing note, defeating Indonesia’s Hikmat Ramdani
21-7, 21-5 in just 22 minutes in his first match in Group
A.Kyung Hwan Shin of South Korea is the third player in
the preliminary Group A. Yathiraj will have to next beat
the Korean to advance as only the group winners make it
to the semifinals.In the same SL4 category, India’s Sukant
Kadam and Tarun Dhillon also won their first match in
their respective groups. Yathiraj is the top seed in his
category.

In Group B, Kadam started his campaign with a hard-
fought three-game win over fourth seed Mohd Amin
Burhanuddin of Malaysia. Kadam defeated the Malay-
sian 2-1 (17-21, 21-15, 22-20) in a 61-minute encounter.
Thailand’s Siripong Teamarrom is the third player in the
group.


